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| Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while 
e bheis near, Ila. 55, 6, 
0 God, thom art my * early Twill I ſeek thee, P1.63.1. 
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Langton in Tork-ſhire 5 
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and the x<(t of hex Vertuous Daughters; | 


MADAM, 
W Have long waited for an 
opportunity to acknows 
ledge the many and great ' 
Obligations I have been 
under by your Ladiſhip, and 
your Family , ſince Providence 
_ Put ſucha Price into my handas 

Ac |2 the 
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the mercy of your Acquain- 
ranicez and this 1s one reaſon a- 
mong many others why I Dedi- 
cate theſe poor papers to you & 
yours. When I conſidered how 
__— John wrote to the Elect Lady, 
Oncobſerys; 30G her Children walking in the 
a: S. Truth, 1 was much encouraged 


John whg 


ws: the be. thereunto. Beſtdes upon theſe 
vaPiſ accounts I could not but lay 


ple was of 


#, Nobl | b 
þ regs hold of the preſent opportuni- 


which re- ties, I. The Care that I know 


gard he yas 


jc known YOu have many years coniciens» 
&7 
| Ah riouſly ſpent in the Education 


ha be did of thoſe tender Branches, the 
«0t fear the 


7-5, Lord hath honoured you with. 
”e otner 


D-ſapes: O what gloty might have been 


pope raiſed up to God, fin the Fami- 


enameled Jes of Honour andQuality there 


with grace, 


i: renders had been ſuch diligence 1ntrain- 
it far more , 


+90 10g up theirPoſteritics,;ni the fear 
d (plen- x 

:.* of that God, whom it 15 a great 
Honour 


v & mourns 1 =P 


bo. 


is [nd # _ Li 


py oy m3  09þ S.- 3 p80) & 


 Dedicatory. 


Honour to ſerve !| 2. The great 


ſucceſs that crowned your L4di- 
ſhips endeavours hecein,(that the 
Lord ler you ſee your dear Chil- 
dren ſet upon ſeeking the Lord 
betimes, ) that ſo many morning 
ſeekers in ſuch a Family (as I 
muſt confels 1 have notelſewhere 
known) while the dew of Gods 
bleſſing, upon your Education 
lay upon theſe Branches; how | 
did they while young grow up 
in Holy Aﬀections and Deſires 
after the Wayes and Truths of 
God ! 2. And aff this much ina 
time bike the Power of Godl;- 
nels in many great Families was 


much diſcouraged (if not de- 


'\cry'd)) though Goſpel duties, 


reading the Word, praying Hh 
Families, a ſtrict dbbevacied of 
Sabbaths did grow into reproach 


A 3 and 
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The Epiſtt: 
and contempt 1n- many Houſes : 
yet all that time the Lord helped 
you toReſolve with an Honour- 
able, and holy perſon of Old, I 
and my bouſe will ſerve the Lord. 
4. The great encouragement 
that you have given, not only to 


me the meaneſt of thole Servants 


of God acquainted with your 
Family, but that you have given 
to many more in a dark and gloo- 
my day. O how many Families 


have you and yours refreſhed in- 


a day of oats rs 15 1t any dif- 


honour to teſtifhe this before this 


_uncharitable world.? $. The 


Lord honouring you with foli- 
dity of judgment, theſe giddy 
reeling times; that in dayes and 
times when erroneous Notions 
and principles,as well as corrupt 


practices have oyerſpread many 


Familte Sy 


as 


Dedicatory. 
Families, you have been preſerv- 
edin the truth, and have taken 
-great Care that your Children 
ſhould, while they were young, 
be trained up in the truth, as it 
is in Jeſus. If I had no more rea- 
ſons for my preſent tender of 
theſe poor endeavours to you 
and yours,are not theſe enough? _ 
But Jam afraid you will ſay here 
is more than enough ſaid:though 
not ſo much. as might. I did not 
know upon ferious thoughts how 
ſuch a defign as this might tend 
ro encourage or: promote good 
beginnings and breathings after 
God in your Family. And 
though, through the rich mercy 
and grace of God, you benota 
tender young plant in the Courts 
of God, but grown up in che 
Grace and Knowledge of our . 
A | 4 Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 yet here may 
be ſome thing preſented to your 
childrenichat may prove through 
2:blefling. from above o#uſe-to 
them, as to their further progreſs 
in-the good wayes of God. [re- 
'membred. one thing ,, when I. 
thought of this Dedication, how 

* con often *ſome of them did employ 
zmeſ: of Mme- to :bixyy. or acquaint : them 
6m cor with what Books they ſhould 
wm. byy proper and pſcful for:them; 
and who.are fitter. to-Dedicate 
an uſeful Book to, than ſuch ? (if 
God will.ſo pleaſe'to-make this 
poor Treatiſe.) There are Lambs 
(your Ladiſhips know) in the 
flock of Chriſt, that need carry- 
1ng,as well as thoſe that are with 
young, that need leading ; there 
are Babes in Chriſts School who 
haye peed of milk, as well as 
ES. P ſtronger 


Dedicatory. 


ſtronger Chriſtians that need 
ſrronger meat. If this may be 


miſk, ſincere milk that any of 


Gods new born Babes may grow | 
thereby, yea, any of your Chi]- 

dren may grow up in grace there-. 
by, this will be the rejoycing of 
the Author. Now Madam, that 


| God would capſe your Houle to 


grow, who hath made a ſure Co- 
venant with you and yours, and 
that the dew of Heaven, as well 
as fatneſs of the Earth may be 
the portion of you and yours, 15 
the prayer of 


« 


' [59 1uptiex Your Ladiſhips 


in all Humble and due 


Obſervance, 


John Ryther. 
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eſt afſs®oofo*egYoalſereaiſe® 


| Toall Young Ones whole 


hearts are let to ſeek the 
Lord before it be too 
late, who are and deſire 
ſtill ro be Morning Seek- 


CI'S. 


Hen IT conſidered the dangers 

; \ that ſuch « day, as we live in, 

= | expoſes your precious Souls 

to, I was willing for your Souls ſakes to 
contribute my Mite to that Work which 
Jo many Reverend and Worthy Servants 
of ChriSh had gone before me in + Tet 
we living in a ſleepy Age, and knowing 
we have ſleepy hearts, we muſt be ofte#u 
calling on 5 and the more Calls, and the - 
more Cryers, the more are Souls ſtirred 
and ſtartled, T have ſadly obſerved ſje- 
veral things ſince T with others of the 
| Lords 


= 


20, 


| 
| Jobs, 


The Epiltle 


Lords Servants have been under this 


preſent day and diſpenſation, 


I. That our great hopes and expea- 
tions, that we have had of the Lords 
effeFual working upon the hearts of 
Young Ones, have often met with great 
diſappointments 5 and many of the poor 


19. Miniſters of Chriſt have been like the 


Troops of Tema, and the Company of 
Sheba, waiting for ſome good iſſue of the 
travel of their Souls, but they were con- 
founded, becauſe they had hoped they 
were aſhamed 5; and is not this cruelty, 
to cruſh our hopes and croſs our expeFa- 
tions, who travel for you, and all in hope 
Chriſt might be formed in you © Will it 
be your gain if we loſe our prayers, our 
tears, our ſtudies, our pains £ Will this 
be profitaþle to you, if all our deſigns for 


. your good be made by your ſelves miſcar- 


rying deſigns ? 


2. That it is 4 great reproach to the 
wayes of God, and name of God, when 
ſuch,as have been for a time forward for 
God, do go back again. How hath the 
Name of God been blaſphemed many 
| times 


| to the Reader. 
times by the miſcarriages of ſuch £ And 
how may it be ſaid of many Toung Ones, 
as was ſaid of that Fig-tree Jeſus Chriſt 


curſed, How ſoon 1s this Fig-tree wi- Mat. 21, 
20s 


thered away ! Where is your Zeal, your 
AﬀeFions , your Love , your fervency 
for God, for his Ordinances, for Daties, 
for Worſhip, that once ſeemed to move 
upon your Spirits? O conſider of it young 
men, that the wayes of God have beer 
evil ſpoken of by your means. And T 
z1ay ſay to you as the Prophet to them, 


"This hath been by your means. 


3. The going back of ſuch T have ob- 
ſerved | is a-great ſtumbling-block, to o« 
thers, |a great dijcouragement to others 
to own the wayes of God, © ſay ſuch 
poor Souls, ſhall not T prove as others 
have done £ make a fair flouriſh for a 
year or two, bear green leaves, and pro-_ 
ariſing buds and bloſſoms, but yet for 
all that brings Face no fruit to perfe- 
Hion'? And therefore ſuch poor Soul: 
rather it ſtill, ſeeing ſo many that have 
been in a fair way of profeſſion, back- 


ſide and apoſtatize before them. 


4. dans 
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4. Many poor Sinners have been 
-hardned in their Atheiſm, Profaneneſs 
and contempt of the wayes of God by 
ſeeing you fall off after that you have 
made ſome progreſs in the wayes of God; 
Do not they conclude at the ſeght of 
fuch miſcarriages , that their conditi- 


Deut-29* os are good. though they walk, in the 


imaginations of their own heart ? Do 
not they cry. Peace, Peace to their own 
Souls, though they walk in Soul-undo- 
. ing and deſtroying courſes? Take two 
young men, One of them falls under 
ſome convition of ſin, under the Mi- 
ziftiry of the Word, upon this Convitti- 
on he launches ont into a viſible Profeſ- 
fron, owns the wayes of God , Hears, 
Prays , Reads , repeats Sermons, @c: 
The other of them continues ſinning on 
fill, ſenſeleſs of his Soul, kicks againſt 
the pricks ftill, but he ciryes, his Com- 
panion will return to him again, this 
zs but for a fit, a little melancholy, or 
io pleaſe ſome party or other; Well, in 
a little time it proves thus, the Profeſ- 
ſing young man becomes profane again, 
retarns with the dog to his vomit, and 
with 
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to the Reader, | : 
with the Sow after once waſhing to her 
wallowing in the mire, returns to his 
0ni0ns and Garlick, again : O how this 
doth now harden the other poor Sinner 
in his dangerows and damnable ſtate, 
and makes him venture his Soul to live 
and lye, and dye in it ! 


5. 7 have obſerved ſuch Toung Men 
that once have taſted ſome thing of the 
Word of God, and have laid under 
Convictions of Sin, when they have p 
fallen 'off and loſt them, they have 
grown harder after than before they 
have like the wicked men we read of, .. _ 
grown worſe and worſe « Such have out- 14, © 
ſtripped others in fin. As Iron often 
heated proves harder, ſo it is with© 
ſuch poor. Souls 5 and is not this a ſad 
feht to ſee him a Drunkard, a Swearer, 
a Reviler, a Scoffer at the wayes of God, 
who ence was a praying Toung Man £ 
One that worſhipt with thoſe he now 
ſeoffs at and reviles * If one had told 
thee while thou wert a praying, a pro- 
feſſsng Toung Man, that thy Praying , 
thy Hearing , thy repeating Sermons, 
would have' ended thus, wonld not 
| | thou 


2Kings 8, 
13» 


* The Epiltle- 
thou have faid as Hazael did 10 the 
Prophet , Is' thy Servaiit a Dog ?, 0 
but have nof a few gears prodiced. too 
many ſuch inſtances? ' 


6. TI have obſerved, that as ſoon 4s 
many Young Ones have ſet forth under 
Convitions of 4 need of Chriſt to ſeek 
after hiin, they many tHmes have fal- 
len into erroneous notions. When 84- 
tan cannot keep poor Souls in profane 
pradices,” he then will labour to poy- 
ſon thera with pernicious. Principles: 
And as the Devil hath his Nurſeries to 


. 1 debaiich. Young Ones in-their Pradices, 
* Jo be hath his Nurſeries to poyſorn then 


with pertiicious Principles. No ſooner- 


» doth a Youmig Main became ſober and 


ſeriom , but. there are 'perſoiis that are 
ready to trop their poyſo# upon them ; 
and ſo many poor Souls are ſet wrong 
at the. very firſt ſetting out. 


7. I bave obſerved Toung Ones 10 


Boſ.13.13, be like fooliſh Children, as tbe Pro- 


phet ſages, to ſtay long in the place 
of breaking forth 5 Eſpecially Toung 
Ones under Godly Education , nurſed 


up 


=— 


to the Reader. 
wp in Godly Families : How long is it © 
often before the work be athrough-work 
upon their Spirits 2 Alas, how do their 
Convitions come and go, for months, 
if not for years ſome times, not hear- 
ing of them 5 and then another while 
Conſcience being a Boanarges to them, 
thundring forth the terraurs of the Lord 
to them. One while they are murder- 
ed, another while they walk, and make 
a dreadful noiſe in the Conſcience. Here 
poor Soul, thou may ſee thy danger in 
delaying thy great work of ſeeking in thy 
prime and flower of thy youth. 


'8. I have obſerved a great deal of 
pride grow up with the Profeſſion of 
Toung Ones. O how often hath this 
been the mortal bane and poyſon of 
many of their Souls ! How many have 
upon this Rock, ſplit their Convi@ions, 
their Profeſſion, their Expe@ations with 
their Souls for ever * Have not many 
poor Toung Seekers been over « ſet by 
carrying too much ſail? Upon their 
ſuppoſition of acquired gifts and parts 
how. have they prided themſelves © un- 
till as the Poets ſay of young Narciilus, 

| 4 that 


. The Epiltle 
that he fell in love with his own ſhadow 
untill he pined away. Have not many 
Young Seckers. fallen into a Conſum- 
ption by ſelf-love, and ſeiting too high 
4 price upox themſelves Nay, hath 


, 220t this ſin cauſed the Lord to ſuf- 
fer ſome of them to fall into ſome 


viſible groſs evil, that might keep them 
litile and low in their own eyes all 
their dayes? Many have got a halt at 
the firit ſetting out, that they might be 
kept from ſelſ-exaltation. 


9. T have obſerved an untra@able 
Spirit grow up with Young Ones, to 
their Superiours and Guides, which is 
a dangerous evil, Doth this become 
young Travellers, nay indeed. any Tra- 
wellers to caſt off their Guides ? of to 
think they canget to their journeys end, 
without obſerving the Counſels,Condud, 
and the diretions of ſuch as are ſet 
over them in the Lord? Are Miniſters 
fet over you to be your Guides, are Pas 
rents , are Maſters ſet over you to be 


1 Pet. 5., Jour Guides, and will youprove untra- 


Fable to theſe £ This is a great provo- 


cation to the Lord , which occaſioned 
: | that 


to the Reader. 


. that Exhortation of Peter's, You 


younger ſubmit your ſelves to the 
elder. As it particularly relates to Mi- 
niſters, ſo it may refer to others. At 
what door came in Erroneons Princi- 
ples, at firſt, and Licentions Pra@ices £ 


Heb, 13. 


* 


IWas it not at this, when perſons refuſed - 


to obey and ſubmit to them. that were ſet 
over them in the Lord 2 


Io. 1 have obſerved that Satans 
grand Deſigns and Engines are laid ſo 
ar (if it be poſſible) to prevent Jeſus 
Chriſt having a Toung Off-ſpring. The 
Devil would not have Chriſt have any 


Nurſeries, any Toung Nurſeries, where_ 


any tender Plants ſhould be ſet and wa- 


tered, that they might become Trees of 


Righteouſneſs, Therefore he hath his 
Nurſeries to debauch and corrupt them; 
like Herod, he 7s all for killing Chriſt 
in the cradle. O this puts him upon 
that rage and wrath in purſaing poor 
Souls, as ſoon as their ConviGions be- 
gin to ſtir in them. As Pharaoh pur- 
ſucd Iſrael, when he ſaw them attempt- 
ing an eſcape 5, ſo doth Satan follow poor 


Tourng Ones as ſoorr as ever they look. 


#3 | out 
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out of their miſerable Captivity under 
which they are in their natural eſtates 
and conditions. 


II. T have obſerved that the Lords 
effeFual working upon the hearts of 
Young Ones, is, and hath-been a token 
of ſome approaching appearance of God 
on the behalf of a People. or a Nation. 
Tt argues God hath ſtill ſome work 
there, ſome thing to do there,. that he 
would not leave that place and people. 


He doth not beget Children for the mur- 


therer , he doth not uſe to beget Chil- 
dren and ſend away the breaſts from 


them. And on the contrary when Cons" 


verſron-work ceaſes, O then ſome heavy 
blow comes ! Some National ftroak, is 
at the door ! When the Harveſt is inn'd, 
then the labourers are called home, and 


this portends a ſlorm. | Ambaſſadours 


calling home looks like a War. 


12. I have obſerved the ſad and 
doleful heart-breaking lamentations of 
many Godly Parents ovet the Souls of 
their dear and dead Children, many 


Families mourning over their dead. 


. There 


3 vJ3 i... 4 


to the Reader. 


There was a great cry throughout the Exod. 11, 
Land of Migypt- when the Firſt-born © 


was| dead. O what a cry hath gone 
through the Land for the Souls of poor 
dead Children | One Family crying , 
Lord, this dear Child is dead, his 
Souf is dead while he lives; (as ts 
ſaid of ſome. , while they line in plea- 
ſures are dead) and. that which cats 
poor Parents tof the heart, is this, they 
fear they. ſhall ere long hear ſuch a 
cry for. their Childrens Souls, as was 
in the night time in the great Plague 
ſome times ,. Caſt out your dead, 
caſt out -your dead. ' O thew fayes 
ong| Family, LORD, how many 
have we to .caſk out * So many Chil- 
dren, and ſo few of thim made a- 
live to Ged , ſo few that have Chriſi 
formed in their preciows Souls £0 
you; Tonng- Ones that: are the Seed: of 
Godlly Parents , if you miſcarry to all 


' Eternity ',\ your Parents Tears dad 


Prayers, I muſt tell you, will be as jo 
much ozl to make Hell flames burn 
ſo :mmch the more vehemently npon 


jol, If you that are. Children of the 


Kingdome 


rt Tim.s.s, 


Mic. 7.6. 
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Kingdome by Education, be ſhut out, 
this will aggravate your condemnati« 


on dreadfully. 


T3. I have obſerved that the wan- 
dring of ſuch Toung Ones, in the by- 
wayes of Sin, as have ſprung from, and 
haue heen nurſed up in Godly Families, 
have rolled much reproach upon Gods 
Covenant, If the reproach was onh 
apor their Perſons , it would not be 
ſo laid to heart;\ though for @ Sor t0 
de an occaſion of reproach to his Fa- 
ther and Family is ſad: but that which 
goes deeper is, the Covenant of Godis 
reproached, The world ſay, they ſee ao 
difference betwixt the poſterity of the 
Godly and the Ongodly, and this is 
#1 over-whelming conſideration to them, 
And O Young Ones, is neither the 
Name of God, nor the Name of your 
tender Parents, nor your Families, nor 
your immortal Souls precious in your 
eyes © How may that EndiGment be 
drawn wp againſt you? The Son diſho- 
noureth the Father,and the Daughter 
riſeth up againſther Mother,” 
l Left, 


is not leſs now in Goſpel-times than 


P 


to the Reader. 


Laftl, T have ſadly obſerved, a ſpis 


rit of ſtabboraneſs and rebellion hath 


taken poſſeſſron of many Toung Ones © 
towards their dear | arid tender - Pa» * T\.3- 


rents; which indeed is a ſin of the _ 


higheſt rank,, therefore reckoned a* gom, 3, 
mong the ſins of the later times : and 


ſo en the contrary obedience to Parents 


is reckoned among the moſt Religious 
Duties. You ſhall fear. every man x,,,,..; 
his Mother, and his Father, and keep 
my. Sabbaths, I am the Lord your 
God. Tea, in the puniſhment of this 


- ſin we may read the heinouſneſs of it, 


the Rebetlious Son was to be ſtowed to Deut. 21, 
death under the Law 5, «nd ſure the fi 18,29-26; 


it was then. 


Now Tonng Men, theſe were ſome of 
thoſe Obſervations I have made, that | 
tendered my heart towards the ever- 
laſting good of your immortal Souls, 


. and| prevailed with me to put theſe 
. Papers into your hands, hoping the 


Lord may in ſowe meaſure ſucceed 
| | then 


The Epiſtle, b 


them with his bleſſing, which is and 
fall be on beably Prayer 4 


. Your RE TORT Souls 
Friend and Servant in the 


Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
Decem. 9. 4 | \ = 


1672: | | 
7. K. 
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| Adwertiſement to the Reader. 
b 


There is publiſhed by the ſame Au- 
thor a Book Entituled 4 Plat for Ma- 


"7iners, or the Sea-mans Preacher, in ſe- |} | 
veral Sermons upon Jonah s Voyage. | ® 
In 8 | ) 


4 


(1) 


ore fre incaſe 
env 


Prov. 8. OF 


i love them that love me. and 


they that feek ns me early ball 


find me. 


| Hat young Inquire?s at- 
WIKT ter the Lord | Teſus 

d Chriſt may be en- 
couraged in their fol- 
lowing on to, know 

| him, notwithſtanding 
the bem leations they meet with with- 
out|them, and within them, this Text 
of Scripture is very conſiderable. 

The Words are the Promiſe of 
Chriſt , to young Seekers , by way of 
encouragement, to continue, and hold 
on 1n ſeeking him. 

If | We have the Perſons to whom 
B the 


| (2) 
the Promiſe is made , They that ſeek 
ze early,they that ſeek, me in the morn- 
ing (lo the word) becauſe that which 
1s done in the morning, is always done 
moſt vigorouſly , the Spirits being 
more raiſed, and lively. Therefore 
we read of the morning, as an eſpe- 
cial praying time, asa time of wor. 
Prov. 15. ſhip, 7 dire} my prayer unto thee in 
= = ,. the morning, and will lookyp — and at 
«f:1, another time (ſays he) my ſoul waits 
P'al. 130. for thee, more than they which wait 
" for the morning , Plal. 130. 6. ( vis.) 


7:mpu  Fhan the Watchmen that give notice 


matui- of the morning, that they may offer 


2m F:-: up their Sacrifice (ſays Mr. Ainſworth. ) 
rear dici- | 
tur Boker Theſe are the Perſons under the Pro- 
« Bokkar: miſe, that ſeek him in the'/morning of 
Eft quare- 1 -- - OT 
7: mazs ENEIT time, 1n their youth. 

= - 


coratu, & 2, We have the Perſon that makes 


Futio this Promiſe, They that ſeek me ( viz.) 
(Pro.15, ay d A - . 
1.4.)1 fiz- jeſus Chriſt, It 1s apparent all over the 


»:f:c519 © Chapter, that is meant of Chriſt, who 


eeh by ſte . . 
= x4 15 here called Wiſdom, who indeed is 


praying, by the Wiſdom of the Father. I need 
—- -»4 20t take up time in proving this, the 
comſel of, very Text carries its own Evidence in 
1-154 it. O Poor Soul! Chriſt himſelf is 


ave able 1g 
give it, your 
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(3) 
your Encourager , what ever Dif- 
couragements you meet withall ,. and 
this he doth by his own Promiſe. 
zFHere' 1s the Promiſe it ſelf, they 
ſpall find we. They are poor mour- 
ning Seekers,carly Seekers,and young 
Seekers , but they ſhall be ſure, and 
certain finders. They ſhall not ſeek, 
as God threatned them . in the Pro- 


phet ,, they ſhall ſeek me , with their awake 9. 


Herds, and their Flocks, and ſhall not ,. 
find me. They ſhall not ſeek, and be 
diſappointed , they ſhall not ſeek and 
go without , but they ſhall find me ; 
who ever mils of Chriſt, of all the 
Perſons in the World , they ſhall not 
milsof him. O what Encourazement 
is here to young Seekers of Chriſt! 
[This word in the Text we have ren- 
dred thus 3 (Job 8. 5.) If thou would 
ſeek God betimes.if thou wouldeSt morn- 
ing God |: Shahar ,( diluculare Deum 
diligenter., ſedulo &* magno ſiudio que- 


rere.) _ | 


The Obſervations are theſe. 


a | 
I. That young Inquirers after Chriſt 
IF B 3 ars 


(4) 
are much upon his :heart 
2. That Morning Seehe 


ſhall be 


. fare, and certain Finders. 


2. That uſually in Souls AS: 
lookers after Chriſt, they meet with 
much diſcouragement. This 3s ſtrongly 
implied , becauſe Chriſt gives them this 
Prowiſc, by way of Encouragement, We 
will begin with this laſt. 


Let us enquire a little what theſe 
 Diſcouragements are 3 what are great 
Hindrances of poor morning Seekers, 
i. From within. , there are diſcou- 
ragements. 2. From without. 

1. Diſcouragements' from within. 
1. Strong Corruptions 3 -for as ſoon 
as ever the Soul begins to look out, 
and enquire after Jeſus Chriſt, then 
doth Corruption begin to work 
more ſtrongly, than 1t did before. 
Tow corruption 1s more ſtrong in 
327 ones than in others, and up- 
©::+ 12433 occaſion (fays the Soul) Will 
42: 147 por foul get over this moune 
$24 1 jus Chriſt? Alas! there 1s 
thi a2 Luſt betwixt me and 
 Chrifrs ana 5:all I not oneday = 


J 
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(5) 
by the hand of $ax/2 Will not theſe 
Sons of Zerviah be too ſtrong for me ? 
O now ſays the poor Sou] my Ene- 
mies þre| ſtrong and lively, (as David 
ſaid ) and thruſt ſore at me. O poor 
Soul! what though thy Corruprions 
be (trong,yet thy Redeemer is ſtrong : 
he is ſtranger than the {trong man arm- 
ed , and that promiſe anſzvers this diſ- 
couragement. £22 

He ſhall bring forth Judgement unto laiah 42, 
Victory :| though thou be but a poor 3 
ſmoxk-ing flax, and bruiſed reed, yet 
thou ſhalt have the day over all thy 
Corruptions 3 and will not ſuch a day 
of Victary call for a day of thank(- 
giving? I have read of a Victory call- 
ed Vigopria Hallelujetica , upon this : 


| The $4ax2xs here in Erglznd being to 


engage ithe Britains, the Leader of | 
the Britzins bging a * Godly Biſhop, * Germa. 
having his Army 1n fome Dales and —— 
Le . C OVer 
Valleys, ordercd them to crie Hallelu- from 
jah, which they did, and through the rac to 
Eccho of the voyce inthe Valleys, _ 
the Engmy thought there was many gia» He- 
more of them, than there was, and Feld 
through fear fled. O poor diſcoura- 


WY 
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HS 
ged ſoul! thou ſhalt have ſuch a Vidto- 
.Ty over thy Corruptions , as thou 
wilt for ever ſing Hallelujah in Heaven 
bor. | 

2. Diſcouragement from within is 
weakneſs of Grace. O! ſays the poor 
ſoul, can ſuch a, weak Creature as[I 
ever be able to ſeek Chriſt, through 
ſo many difficulties? every ſin 1s too 
hard for me, every duty too hard for 
me, I may as well give over praying, 
and hearing, and contending againſt 
. my fin, for I find my ſelf ſo weak.,l am 
ever and anon foyled. O poor ſoul ! 
doſt not. thou know the Promile 15 
made to truth of Grace, and not only 
to the ſtrength of grace; bruiſed Reeds 
are within the Promiſe, as well as 
ſtrong Cedars ; the Lambs are under 
the Promiſe of his Boſome; the weak 
of the flock this good Shepherd hath 

romiſed to ſtrengthen 3 the days of 
mall things he will not deſpiſe; weak 
ones are neither calt ont, nor caſt off, 
becauſe of weakneſs, if they be Chil» 
dren. b 

3. Diſconragement is ſenſe of their 
nwn vileneſs and unworthineſs. O 
__ poox 


C29 


poor young ones ! at firſt ſetting out 
after. Chriſt they are under their Hu- 


miliations for Sin , a great piece of 
which Humiliation lies in the ſenſe of 


their own Unworthinefs ; thus it was 


with the poor Prodigal, at his firſt 


coming home to his Father's Houle; 
Lord , I am not worthy to be called thy 


Son; and as the Samaritan , I am not ” 


worthy thou ſhould come nnder my Roof - 
Ofays ſuch a poor ſoul, Lord wilt 
thou be found of ſuch a wrech as I ; 
ſuch a vile wrech as | ? 

poor ſoul! doſt thou not know 
that all ſinners that come wvnto him , 


though vile, though wretched,though 
| miſerable, are to be. welcomed by 


him 2 And this as he is commiſſiona- 
ted by the Father 3 He: will iz 20 wiſe 
caſt out them that come unto him 3 and 
the ſtrength and ſtreſs of all lies here, 
this 1s the will of my Father. Now 
Chriſt will be ſure to at obediential- 
ly, and faithfully to his Commiſſion 
received of his Father. Poor Souls! 
were not the poor Gemtiles, who 
were Chriſt's Gueſts , vile , Hedge- 
way finners ? High-way ſinners? the 
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blind, and maimed ? yet how doth 
Chriſt welcome ſuch Gueſts to his Tas 
ble? Are you viler than theſe 2 Alas 
poor ſouls ! you that are under the 
ſenſe of your own vileneſs, you come 
right to Chriſt unworthy of a Pardon, 
of a good look, of a good word ; as 
" they came with Ropes about their 
necks to the King of 7/rael; he uſu- 
ally accepts and pardons ſuch, 

4. Difcouragement from within is 
ſenſe of former loſt, and buried:Convi- 
&ions. While we are under Ordinan- 
ces, or we are under Aﬀictions; O 
how ordinary 1s this ! and we are aft- 
fected with theſe "Convictions, But 
one Temptation or other , either 
within ; or without, meets thee, and 
the Conviction preſently is buried ; 
the Soul hears no more of it. it may be 
for a year, or two; but if the Lord 
have a gracious deſign upon thee”, he 
cauſes thy Convictions to riſe again, 
and walk again 3 and O then the ſoul 
15 troubled, and diſcouraged : Alas ! 
this Conviction 1s come again, but will 
it not dic, as the laſt did > It will not 
{tay long. | 


O 
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O. poor Soul! yet this hath, uſually 
been the way. of God to cauſe the 
ſecond Convictions , or the Return of 
convictions to do their work through- 
ly: O how many ſouls have found 
it ſo ! Though truly it is a wonder of 
mercies:, when firſt Convictions are 
ſmothered and extinguiſhed, that God 
ever blows them up,and kindles them 
again, God often doth with young * San. 3. 
Seekers,as he did with young Sarzuel, ” 
calls him again, and again, though we 
lie down, and ſleep again, and again; 
It is ſaid, he knew not the word of the 
Lord, for he was young. 

5. Diſcouragement 1s, fears of Non- 
perſeverance, that young ones meet 
with from within. O fay theſe poor 
ſouls, what will become of us poor 
low Shrubs, when we ſee ſuch tail and 
ſtrong Cedars fall? Shall we ever be 
able to hold on in our way ?- Shall 
we run and not be weary, walk , and . 
not faint? We ſhall never be abie to 
continue to the far end, to run the 
Race with patience that 1s-ſet before 


IIS, 


O poor Soul !. thy Perſeverance 10 
the 
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(10) | 
the ways of God 1s Jeſus Chriſts- Pro- 
miſe, Purchaſe, and Charge. - r. He 
hath promiſed it, they that wait on 
the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength, 
even ſo as they ſhall run and not 'be 
weary 3 nay if they cannot, he hath 
promiſed to carry them 3 he carries 
the Lambs in his Boſom, and can 
any pull them ont of his Boſom ? 
If none can pull them out of his 
hand , much leſs can any pull them 
out of his heart. 2. Perſeverance is 
Chriſt's Purchaſe ; did he die for you, 
and will he loſe you? Will he pay the 
Price,.and let another carry away the 
Purchaſe ? Did not he die for Glory, 
as well as Grace? and Happineſs as 
well as Holineſs? No, no. not a ſoul 
that his blood is gone for , can be a 
milcarrying ſoul. 3. Your Perfeve- 
rance 1s Chriſt's charge, he hath under- 
taken for it to his Father : none that 
thou haſt given me ſhall be loſt, butl 
w1ll raiſe it up at the laſt day. | 
2. Fhey have Diſcouragement 
from without as well as from within, 
and both meeting together is a great! 


_ damp to the young Secker., Thedil- 


oh 
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(11) 
couragements from without are from 
theſe Caules. 

I. From Satan; As ſoon as he ſees 
they look Chriſt-ward, and Heaven- 
ward , he begins then to torment 
them 3 though while they were his 
Bond(laves, they were all the time 
quiet. As, when the Children of 7ſreet 


| . were to go out of the Egyptian Capti- 
| vity , then Pharoah with all his Hoft 


purſues them 3 ſo whena ſoul 1s going 


out of his ſpiritual houſe of Bond-' 


age , Satan with all his might and 


| main labours to reduce them. It is 


the obſervation of one upon the 
Church, the ' Woman in the Revelati- 
01s, that all the while ſhe was breed- 
ing, the Dragon did not meddle with 
her; but when ſhe comes to be deli- 


vered ,, then he caſts a flood after the 
| woman to deſtroy both her and her 


man-child. | So all the while a poor 


! foul is under ſome Breathings and 
| deſires only after Chriſt , Satan doth 


not much tempr, or diſturb it: but 
when it comes to bring forth Chriſt , 
and anſwer his Convictions ; with a 


| change of Converſation , O then he 


! _ caſts 
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caſts a whole flood of Temptations 
and diſcouragements after it. And, 


alas! this proceeds from his envy to 
the goqd of your ſouls. Heis the en- 
vious one , and his envy puts him up- 
on laying diſcouragements before you: 
O who can. ſtand. before Envy ? O 
poor ſoul! the Lord .will look after 
thee , while thou art looking after 
him. Poor ſoul! be of good cheer, 
thy Temptations argue his Rage, and 
his Rage being great argues his time 
of rule in thy foul is like to be ſhort. 

2. Diſcouragement without pro- 
ceeds from the Perſecution that at- 
tends the Profellion of the Goſpel, 
While the Sun did ſhine upon the Gof- 
pel, it had many friends: but when it 


1s brought under the Clouds of Per- 


ſecution, many go away from Chriſt; 
as he ſaid wato them , Will you alſo 


$0 away ? There was I remember a 


Law, that the firſt year of marriage, 


None "ſhould 20 to War: O but may 


Young. ones ſay, what a diſcourage- 
ment It 15 to us, as ſoon as ever we de- 


fire to. be married 'ro Chriſt in a pro» Þþ 


felon of rhe Goſpel, we muſt be Suffe- 


Fers, 
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F rers, and muſt go to War with Perſe- 
| cutions. Well , poor' Souls ! be not 
| diſcouraged 3 you ſhall not go to war 
{ on your own coſt 3 The Lord the 
| great Captain of your Salvation will 
! renew your ſtrength , and you ſhall 


run and not be weary , walk and not 


| faint 3. though Perſecutions meet you 


inthe way, Jeſus Chriſt hath his ſtrict 
Charge , and he will look after-them 
in a ſuffering day. | 

3. Diſcouragement from without is 
the Oppoſition they meet with from 
carnal Relations , ſuch as are Enemies 
to the Croſs of Chriſt. Many times 
ſuch do mightily oppoſe theſe ways 
they are ignorant of, which 1s 2 great 
diſcouragement. . 

And Satan many times helps on the 
rage of ſuch; and ſtirs up their wrath 
but yet for all this, poor foul, be not 
diſcouraged, when thy way pleaſes the 


7 Lord he can make thine Enemies at 


Peace with thee, much more thy Re- 
lations. God many times has turned 
the heart of Relations about , as he 
did Eſau's heart to his Brother Jacob, 
when purſuing of him 3 but it not , 
there 


* (14) 
there is a Friend nearer than a Brg+» 
ther (viz.) the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he 


will bea friend in the day of Adver- q 


ſity. Nay often it is obſerved , that as 
cold water makes fire burn ſo much 


the hotter 3 ſo Grace gains by oppo=. 


fition, by the cold water of diſcqu- 
ragement burns fo much the brighter. 
Thy oppoſition will drive thee more 
to look up to him, where thy ſtrength 
Ties, and ſo may be a great preſervati- 
on to thee. | 

4. Diſcouragement from without 


is from the hinge: of ſuch as do | 


profeſs the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Many 
that call upon the name of Chriſt, do 
not depart from iniquity , but walk 
looſely , deal unrighteouſly betwixt 
man and man, diſhonour their Profeſ- 
fion by an unſuitable Converſation. 
- Others, they have more groſly back- 
{liden from God 3; and whereas for- 
merly they have been praying men in 
their Families, hearing men, frequent- 
ing the means of Grace , ſomewhat 
{trict in their lives ; now they have 
thrown off all theſe, and become like 
. other men,as vain as other men', nay 
as 
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(15) 
as prophane as other men, and this is a 
great diſcouragemenit, 

O poor Soul ! notwithſtanding this 
Diſcouragement , yet go on; for the 


= ways of the Lordare the ſame , and if 


thou follow on to know the Lord,thou 
wilt find ſweetneſs in his Ordinances 
and Truth notwithſtanding this. 


Application. 


Is it fo that young Seckers , early 
Seekers meet with Diſcouragement 2 


Word of Uſe 1s Caution. O let 
young ones take heed in their firſt 


; looking out after Chriſt, 


x. Of conſulting with fleſh & blood; 
this will occaſion you to yield to 


| Diſcouragements, It is ſaid of Pax/,he Gal..16. 
| conſulted not with fleſh and blood. 


The worſt counſel in the World will 
fleſh and blood give in the caſe of a 
mans ſoul, Alas poor young man ! 
will fleth and blood fay , what art 
thou going to do ? Art thou able to 
deny thy ſelf of the delights and plea- 
ſures of Youth ? Art thou able to cut 
off a right hand , to put out a right 
eye, 
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eye , to cut the throat of a beloved 


t 
Tjaac , to let out the hearts blood of a Þ ( 
conſtitutional Luſt 2 Can thy tender ÞÞ- d 
years indure ſuch hard things, as Re- Þþ / 
y 
\ 
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ligion is like to be attended with ? 
Canſt thou bear the ſcoffs and jeers 
of the World , the oppoſitions and F r 
diſpleaſure of thy deareſt Relations? Þ t 
And thus will fleſh. and blood follow Þ a 
thee: But alas! what 1s this toa poor Þ n 
ſoul that ſees its precious ſoul lie at Þþ f 
{take, and 1s in danger ? Cannot, will Þ r. 
not this ſoul reply toall theſe reaſo- ÞÞ e 
nings. of fleſh and blood, Get you bee Þþ 
hind me Satan 2 What are the great- | u 
eſt ſeverities in the World toa man | Ii 
. that ſees and feels he is a loſt ſoul for Þ b 
ever.,1f he have not a Chriſt? +» K 
2. Take heed in your firlt ſeekings | v 
out , and meeting with diſcourage- Þ| y 
ments, that yoy pore not unbeliev- | V 
ingly upon your diſcouragements. It Þ g 
1s true, there ought to be ſitting I cc 
down, and counting the coſt , for the Þ at 
want of which many poor fowls after || t: 
Profeflion have backfliden ; but the Þ fe 
poor young ones may pore too much | al 
upon their diſcouragements, may look Þ 
: too F 
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too much to the dark fide of the 
| Cloud, and ſay as the Prophet's man 
- did 3 Alas Maſter, what ſhall we do ? 
| And the Prophet prayed and his eyes 
| were opened, and then he ſaw the 
| Mountains full of Horſemen and Cha- 
| riots, and now he crys out, More are 
| they that are with us, than they that 
{ are -againſt us. O thus it is with ma- 
| ny young ones ! they cry, Alas what 
| ſhall we do? And are utterly diſcou- 
| raged until God come and open their 
| CYES. ; 


3. Take heed yon young Seckers 


| under your diſcouragements of be- 
| lieving diabolical iy «mga ſhall 
{ be caſt into your 

| ways of God: O! Satan will be e- 
| ver ſuggeſting one thing or other into 
your hearts 3 that Chriſt is a, hard 


Maſter , that his Commandments are 
grievous , | that the burdens of the 
command ofthe Croſs are intolerable, 
and that in the way to Chriſt are Moun- 


Þ tains and Hills inacceffible, too high 
| for ſuch ſhort' breathed Creatures to 
| aſcend or travel' over: And O how. 
| many poor ſouls by — ſuggeſtions 


have 


+ 


earts againſt the 
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_ (88) | 
have been exceedingly diſcouraged in 
their purſuits after Chriſt! O but this 
1s dangerous to take counſel of an E- 
nemy :+ would any of you do fo in 
other Caſes? 
-4. Caution to young Seekers un- 
der diſcouragements, Take heed of 
giving over ſecking, becauſe you find 
not at firſt what you ſeek : This poor 
ſouls are very prone to. Why ſhould 
I wait on the Lord any longer? (ſaid 
that King.) | Oſoſfay many poor ſouls, 
why ſhould we ſeek. Chriſt any longer? 
Pray any longer? Hear any longer ? 
Solomon adviſts in this caſe, dig for 
Wiſdom as for hidden treaſure, and 
ſeek her as ſilver. They that dig in 
ſuch Mines as Gold and Silver, do not 
mve over , becauſe they find not it 
firſt: O no! it les deep, and they 
mult ſearch with great pains and pa- 
tience. The poor woman ſought her 
loſt Groat till ſhe found it : O conti- 
nue fecking to the far end , till you 
 fmd:. O it is very dangerous to give 
_ , you ſce the Promiſe is, you ſhal 
Nas 
5. Caution to. young Seekers: 0 
| take 


(19) = 
take heed | when you are under di(- 
couragements, you do not murmure 
againſt God in your Hearts, and fay 


as thoſe poor 7/raelites did , world to 


God we" had never come out of Egypt 3 
what was the matter 2 They meet 
now with great difficulties and dit- 


. couragements, and their hearts fell a 


murmuring, which in the New Teſta- 
ment 1s called a going back in their 
Hearts : O this doth much diſho- 


nour God ; as if he could not in his 


- owneverlaſting arms, carry poor ſouls 


over all their difficulties. 

6. Caution, Let young Seekers take 
heed of lrawich up haſty conclaſions 
againſt themſelves, becauſe of preſent 


diſcouragements; which they are very 


proneto do. 

O how many poor ſouls raſhly con- 
clude, for their part, they ate cut off, 
and their hope is loſt 5 as David : but 
he ſaid in his haſte; a mer are lars: 


foſay many poor ſouls, I doubt Preach- 


ers will be found lyars, and flatterers 
unto me ! Alas, did not poor Jeremy 


Pſal.to.7- 
11; 


? Jer, 15; 


under this diſcouragement, break. out \s. 


into that ;ſad concluſion againſt God, 
= © 2 © Wilt 


(20) 

Wilt thou be a lyar unto me, and altoge- 
ther as waters that fail 2 So ſay poor 
young ones 3 alas, how ſhould fach 
weak worms, as we are, get through 
ſuch difficulties, and diſcouragements? 


| 

F 

and as it is ſaid of the Children of 7 | | 

raecl, in their Travel to the Good Land, | ; 

ſo may it beſaid of young Travellers, F 5 

Numb.21. They Souls were diſcouraged becauſe of Þ| \ 
4. 

the way. | | t 

2. Uſe, Is it ſo that morning Seck- | þ 

ers of Jeſus Chriff meet with great Þ | 

_ diſcouragements? then it is an Uſe of Þ + 

Dire&ion, what ſhall poor young In- Þ þ 

quirers do under all their diſcourage- ÞÞ 

ments ? Young TraWllers you know Þ| + 


ſtand in need of direCtion, and ſo do Þ (4 
young Inquirers after Chriſt, Fu 
I. DireFion, Under your difcou- Þ gl 
ragements be often looking up to ÞÞ |« 
Rev.t.It. Chriſt, as the Alpha and Omega of the ſi F; 
| whole Work (v7. as the Author of Þ f;j 
it, and finiſher of it, Did you everun- Þ 1; 
derſtand the Glorious Name and Ti- Þ aj 
\ tleof Chriſt, I am the Alpha and the ÞÞ gi; 
Omega; What is the meaning of this? Þ vg 
it notes out the Deity and Eternity of Þ ta; 
Chriſt, he is the firi# and the /aft (fo or 7 

mo 


- \ 
# \ 


(21): 
moſt Interpreters) but there ſeems to 
be ſomething more in it, it notes allo 
" 8 the Stability and Omnipotency of 
1 Þ Chriſt to execute threatnings, and per- 
1 | form promiſes, as you may ſee in the 1. 41 4, 
? Þ places quoted in the Margin , That © + 
- Þ Chriit who hath begun a good work, 
» Þ is the Omzege of it, he will finiſh it. 
> | Now do you look upto Chriſt to this 
f Þ very ead, under this very.notion and 
title; Lord Jeſus the work js thine; the 

- | hands of Zerubbabel ( as was faid in, 
t F that day)hath laid the foundation,and 
f Þ the hands of Zerubbabel mult finiſh the 
- | building ; Lord, the foundation ſtone, 
* Þ Grace, was of thy laying, aud fo muſt 
v I the Top-ſtore of Glory allo : Do you 
O Þ thus ſay to Chriſt, when you look up. 

| rohim?We have the direction expreſly 
- Þ given us by the Apoſtle, Look up to HeÞ-12-2. 
O Þ Jeſus as the author and finiſher of our 
e I Faith. Beza reads, the Captain of our 
ff faith and looking. The word ſignifies, 
- Þ ſucha looking.as calls off the eye from 
-Þ all other objects that repreient the 
e E difhculty of the race; and (hould not 
| your.g Souldicrs look to their Cap- 
f Þ tain? In the greateſt diſcouragements 
e þ | C 3 that 


| (22) 

that we can be under, we muſt laok to 

him ; therefore God ſayes, he hath 

uſa. 59. 4. oven him for a Leader and Com- 
| mander to the people. He 1s called 
the Captain of our Salvation, alluding 
to Joſhna the great Captain of the 0/4. 
Teſtament, under whoſe Condudct the 
children of 71f-ae! marcht to the Good 

Land. Well then poor Soul, do you 

look to him for finiſhing the whole 

work: This made Pax{ſo confident of 

: Phil, 6, the poor Philippians, being confident 
 ____ of this very thing, that he who hath 
begun a good work in you, will per- 

 formit until the day of Chrjſ. 

2. DireFion to young Seekers, 
under all their diſcouragements, 1s 
this, Be ſure a good foundation be Jaid: 
if there be not a good foundation, 
your diſcouragements will fink you, 
or elſe ſpoyle all your convictions. 
You know they which built upon the þ 
ſand, when diſcouragements beat in 
upon them, then the houſe fell; but 

Lak.6,48. If Was net ſo with the houſe upon the Þ 

Ty Rock 3 why, what was the matter! Þ 
the houſe that fel], digged not deep Þ 
enough to lay the foundation ; and Þ -- 
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(23) 
we read of the Seed that withered, be- : 
cauſe it had not depth of earth : O but Nt 13.5- 
now a good foundation laid will bear 
you up under all your diſcouragments. 
And what is the reaſon of the Apoſtaſie | 
of young ones, who once have been 
warm in the wayes of God ; alas, the 
foundation at firſt was not well laid. 
Ifit beasked what I mean by young 
ones laying a good foundation, I an- - 
ſwer, there is a two-fold foundation 
1n this ſenſe, Firſt, there 1s a founda- 
tion as to ſtate, as to the ſtate of an 
immortal ſoul, and thus Chris? 1s the 
 foundation'; there is no other founda- 
tion for the hopes of eternal ſalyation 
to be bottomed and. built upon ; an- 
other foundation can no man lay (ſays 
the Apoſtle). and therefore the Rock 
the wiſe builders built upon was 
Chriſt : O then be. ſure to let young 
ones get an intereſt in Chriſt, be built 
upon him; be bottomed upon him, and 
then they will weather all their dif- 
couragements comfortably. 
2, There 15a foundation as to Prin- 
: ciples,, and Dodrinals, after which 
| "young ones ſhould look in their firſt 
| f C 4 ſeeking 


att 


(24) 


ſceking after Chriſt; therefore we read 


of being built upon the foundatian of 


the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief Carner Stone; 
this foundation was the Principles,and 
the Dodrine of the Apoltle 5 there- 
fore we read of the twelve names of 
the Apoſtles of the Lamb, being writ- 
ten upon the twelve foundations of 
the New Jeruſalem 3 and alas, how of- 
ten do ſouls miſcarry for want of Go- 
ſpel Principles? I never knew an un- 
principled Profeſſor, but at ane turn 
Qr other he would deſert the Lord Je- 


ſus. You young ones may have ſtir- .Þ 


_ ring deſires, ſome ſtirring affeftion and 
convictions, but alas many times you 
neglect Principles. When you meet 
with a diſcouragement, you will fall 
| back, if you be not laid in with Prin- 
ciples. Do not fiſh begin to ſtink firſt 
in the head ? If the Leprofie was in 
the head, the High Prieſt was to pro- 
nounce him utterly unclean. When 
Satan cannot keep youth in profane- 
neſs, then he will labour to poyſon 
them with Erroneous Principles.” 


3. Dire@ion, 
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3. DireFion, toyoung inquirers af- 
ter the Lord Jeſ#s Chriſt, 1s this, Ac- 
quaint your ſelves with the promiſes 
of the Goſpel, and the way of Faith. 
Moſtly young ones over-look believ- 
ing, they follow humbling work fo 
faſt; it is a piece of admirable skill to 


| put them both together, humbling 


work, and believing work. O but 


{ hard work 1s this to be humbled un- 
! der the ſenſe of ſjn,and believe for the 
| pardon of it,at the ſame time. Uſually 
| young Converts ſorrow 1s too legal ; 
| they are the ſweeteſt tears for ſin that 
| flow fram faith's eyes; they ſhall look 
{ upon him whom they have pierced, 
! and mourn. Young Seekers are all for 
| mourning, and little ſtudy the way. of 
| believing ; but go to the Promiſe, and 
| acquaint thy (elf with the fulneſs, and 
| freeneſs, and ſutableneſs, and un- 


changeableneſs of the Promiſes ; theſe 


| wauld-be great helps to you 1n ſeek- 

Þ ing after Chriif. Let young ones ac- 

| quaint themſelves with twoor three 
| things in Promiſes. 


I. That Goſpel Promiſes run to 


weak Grace, They are prone to que- 


{t1on 


(26) 
ſtion whether the Promiſe belong to 
them or no; why ſo? O they are ſuch 
weak Creatures, have o little ſtrength 
againſt ſin, ſo little power againſt cor- 
ruption : O but can thou ſay, Lord, 
here is truth of Grace, and Lord, [ 
walk before thee with a true and pers 
fect heart? O poor Soul, I tell thee 
the Promiſes run to uprightneſs in 
heart and truth' in the inward pare. 

2, Let Young Ones acquaint them- 
ſelves with this, that Goſpel Promiſes 
look over all unworthineſs in their 
objects. If thou be the object of Gods 
love, Promiſes overlook all thy unwor- 
thineſs, how 1 his love free el(e? there- 
fore we ſee the Promiſes running 
down tothe vileſt of ſinners. O how 
doth this temptation of unworthinels 
ſtand in the way of many a Soul to 
Chriſt ? and hath kept many a Soul 
and Chriſt along time at diſtance? but 
we may ſee this. an{wered in the Pro- 
mile. 

3. Let them know that the accom- 
pliſhment of Promifes doth not de- 
pend ugon any thing in the Creature, 
but 1n God himſelf; this hath beena 
great 
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(27) 
great temptation , to look for ſome 
qualifications in themſelves, and 1o 
they have been ſpinning ſome webb 
out of their own bowels ; but alas, 
this can never þe a garment to them | 
God accompliſhes his Promiſes for his 
own Names ſake. | 

4. Let Young Seekers, under their 2 <9: 1 
diſcouragements, know, that all the  * 

Promiſes are Yea and Amen in Chriſt 
Jeſus (viz. ) they all receive in hima 
full ratification and accompliſhment 3 
ſo that he 1s undertaker to fee them 


| all have their performance. 


5. Let Young Ones, under their 


{ diſcouragements, know, that Goſpel 
| Promiſes will carry the Soul through 


all difficulties they can meet with in 
their way 3 there is that in a Promiſe, 
that will hold up the head, when rea- 
dy to fink in the very ſwellings of Jor- 
dan; this made Jacob plead 1o hard 
with God, in his difficulty, that old 


| Promiſe, Lord, did not thou ſay, thou 


wouldſt do me/good : therefore when 
Joſhua had ſach hard ſervice to go up- 


, On, in the conquelt of the Land of 


Canaan, he gave him that Promiſe, 7 
will 


(28) 
will never leave thee , and Abraham 
when to leave his Country, Tam God 
all-jufficient, | 

4. DjireFion. to Young Seckersun- || © 
der their diſcouragements ; ſtudy well t 


theRighteouſneſs of Chriſt. This is very , 
hard with young ones, to get out of 

ſelf: O how many years are poor f 
Souls before they get off the bottom | * 
of their own Righteouſneſs ? they are | * 
prone to ſeek ſome things in them- | " 
ſelves, as Iſrael of old, who ſought to | c 
obtain Righteouſneſs in a way of | 
works, but could not ; every tempta- 

tion, every objection is too hard for a : 


poor- Soul, until 1t get acquaintance 
with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; but ju 


now when a Soul can call the Lord Je- d 

ſus, by that Name, The Lord my Righ- | * 

Jer. 23.6. tcouſneſs, in this Name every tempra- by 
tion, every objettion, every doubt is of 

anſwered in the Rightcouſhels of | Y 

- Chriſt, His Righteouſneſs is oppoſed >& 

- to our guilt : If it be thy nakedneſs | *? 

that is thy objection, it 1s anſwered in Cl 

Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, for it 1s the belt Þ 1 


robe; if it be thy deformity, here it is 
gnſwered, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 1s a ' Þ c 
| ' Believers Þ ® 


| (29) 
believers comelineſs ; thou art comely 
with the comelinefs that I have put up- 
|| on thee; this is the beautiful garment 
| | that a Believer puts on to go into the 
| preſence of God withall, and now all 
> || deformity is covered. The poor In- 
fant in its blood, thus. was covered, 
and rendred comely. Is it thy filthi- 
neſs, that becomes an objection ? here 
it is anſwered, the blood of Chriſt'is 
cleanſing blood 3 who loved us, and 
waſhed us in his blood. 
| 5. Dire@ion to young Seekers un- 
| der diſcouragements; Let Jeſxs Chriſt 
| hear often from you 5 when ſhould Fe- 
ſis Chriſt hear from you, but when 
| diſcouragements are upon you ? theſe 
| are to ſend you to Chriſt, theſe are to 
| bring you upon your knees. We read 
of the Spoule crying to Chriſtz where qu 
was ſhe? in the ſecret place of the + 
ſtairs, the Text tells us, in a diſcou- 
raged, perſecuted condition 3 yet ſays 
| Chriſt, Thy voice is ſweet, and thy coun- 
{ texance comely. O poor Soul ! under all 
| thy diſcouragements, Chrift loves to 
| hear from thee. O but will he hear 
{ ſuch a poor, ſtubborn, brutiſh crea- 
; ture, 
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(30) 
ture,asT have been? Yea, T have heard 
Ephraine bemoaning himſelf; poor 
Ephraim was diſcouraged,and yet goes 
to God. :id cryes, LordT have K 
tiſh hcart, Lord I have a ſtubborn 
heart, as a Bullock unaccuſtomed to 
the yoke ; yet Lord turn thou me: 
here was his Prayer, and O how this 
took, and melted the heart of God, 
that his bowels broke forth, 1s Ephra- 
im my dear Son £ 

6. DireFion to young Seckers, un- 
der their diſcouragements 3 pore not 
upon thy diſcouragements too much. 
O how ordinary is this! This 1s to look 
upon the black and dark ſide of the 
cloud; what, is there not a bright 
11de? Many poor Souls by doing thus, 
have entred into great temptations 
you lead your ſelves into temptations 
by this means 3 but this hath been 
cautioned againſt in the former uſe, 
—_— I ſhall not enlarge upon it 

Cre. | 


2, Obſervation from this Text, we 
obſerved, was this, That Young Seekers, 
or Morning Seekers are much upon the 

| | heart 
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heart of Chriſt, It 1s evident in the 
Text, it being a Promiſe, by way of 
encouragement to ſuch poor Souls; O 
they are ſo much on his heart, he 
would not have them diſcouraged : 
O he knows they are ſoon diſcoura- 
goed; therefore they are upon his heart 
to encourage them. 

1. He doth encourage them by ac- 
cepting of their weak beginnings ; 
when a Scholar is a young beginner, 
he is ſoon diſcouraged, but when he - 
ſees his Maſter takes notice, and ac- 
cepts in good part what he doth, this 
doth much encourage him 3 and fo a 
young Apprentice : Thus it is with a 
poor Soul at its firſt enquiring after-. 


| Chriſt > when it ſees the Lord accepts 


and takes in good partits weak moti- 
ons after Chriſt, its weak afteCions, 
and defires, O it. 1s encouraged 3 will 
the Lord accept of any thing ſuch a 
poor Creature doth ? have I any of- 


fering that can find favour in his fight? 
| what, ſuch a poor Soul. that am but of 
| yeſterday,that am butnewly begun to 


peep out of 'my profaneneſs? who have 


| but newly turned my back or the 


ſinful 


: 12208 _ 


* (32): 
ſinful vanities of youth 2 This was 
typed out in Gods acceptance of the 
firſt fruits, though never ſo ſmall 3 we 
read the ſheaf of their firſt fruits of 
their harveſt was to be given to the 
Prieſt, and he was to wave it before 
the Lord, that it might be accepted. 
Tf it be but a poor ſheaf, it is accept- 
cd. though thou carried out precious 
Seed weeping 3 and it may be haſt not 
gotten thy ſheaves to return with, yet 
peradventure thou haſt gotten one 


Lev.2.14. ſheafz Well, carry that to Chriſt, thy 


High Prieſt, to wave before the Lord, 
it may be accepted for you : Yea, if 


It be but a handful of green ears you 


bring to the Lord, a few green de- 
fires, and affections, they ſhall be ac- 
cepted with the Lord. We read of a 
glorious work begun in the day of 
Zachary, 1n the building of the Tem- 
ple, and great diſcouragements the In- 


'ſtruments of that Glorious Work met 
'withall; there was a mountain in the 


way, but all is encouraged by this, The 
hands of Zerabbabel (faith God) hath 
laid the foundation, and the hands of 
Zerabbabel ſhall finiſh the — 
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For who hath deſpifed the day of (mall 
thiogs? ſaith the Lord';z there were 
ſome poor beginnings,and God would 
not diſcourage them. Sol ſay in this 
caſe, who hath deſpiſed the day of 
ſmall things ? what though convicti- 
ons be but ſmall, affe&tions ſmall, grace. 
{mall ?, yet God: accepts of this day of 
ſmall things, and thus encourages 
them, 

2. Jeſws Chriſt doth encourage 
young Seckers, by perſwading their 
hearts, that they ſhall find favour and 
grace in the fight of God ſooner or 
later. Did he ever ſay to the Houſe 
of Jacob, ſeek ye my face in vain? O 
no ſayes the poor Soul, I am under a 
Promiſe , they that ſeek ſhall find , 
therefore the poor| Soul is of good 
courage. O. though a perſon Joth 
meet with difſcouragements, yet fayes 
the Soul, TI ſhall find, though I digg 
long firſt, cry long firſt, ſeek long firſt, 
yet the good hope | to ſpeed at! laſt 
becomes a great encouragement :.and 
tke contrary 1s as great a diſcourage- 
ment. Why ſhould I wait on the Lord 


| any longer, pray any longer, hearany 


longer, - 


* 
55. BE 
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; longer, ſeek any longer ? this weakens 


and enfeebles the Soul exceedingly. 
What kept up Jacob 1n wreſtling all 
night, but a ſecret hope, and ſweet 
perſwaſion that he ſhould: for all the 
oppoſition he met withall, come off 
conquerour, and at laſt get the blef- 
fing 2 How 1s1t with your ſouls, young 
ones, as to this thing ? are you per- 


ſwaded your praying,ſceking, will not 


be in vain? O this 1s a great. encou- 
ragement. 

3. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth en- 
courage young Seekers after him, by 
making the yoke of Chriſt eaſier to 
them every day than other. Every 
yoke or burden is hardeſt at firſt, 
O.! poor Souls are ready to ſay of the 


. yoke of Chriſt, at firſt, as they did of 


the yoke of Circumſion 5 wherefore 
put you upon us a yoke, that neither 
we nor our Fathers are able to bear ? 
O but this yoke of Chriſt is made more 
ealte to the ſoul every day than other. 
Now an Apprentice, or a Scholar, 
when he finds his work cafier and ea- 


fier to him, O then: how is he encou- 


raged to go on 1t? Onow (faith the 
ſoul) 


«» 
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ſoul )I find that Scripture true, Chriſts _ 


yoke is an eaſe yoke, and his birden js a Mat. 11. 
light burden 3 and that word I now ** 


find to be true, and none of his Com- 
mandments are grievous. Now it may 
here be demanded, How doth Chris? 
make his yoke to young Seekers caſter 
every day than other ? 

I. By an increaſe of love in them 
to Chriſt.As love grows up in the Sou, 


| difficulties are not dreadful; the dread 


of them 1s taKen off ; when the ſpark 


is blown into a vehement flame, what 
difficulty can ſtand before it 2 Who 


{ can ſtand before envy 2 But here it 


may be ſaid,” who can ſtand before 


| love? Many waters cannot quench it. 
| Is not love the greateſt conquerour in 


the world 2 How evident 1s this 1n 
mens love to their luſts! O what de- 
{perate_adventures do poor -Sinners 
make to get to their luſts ! As David's 
worthies did break through an Hoſt 
for the water of the well of Bethlehem, 


 ſodo thouſands of Sinners, for love to 


their ſins, break through a whole Hoſt 
of Convidions, Reproofs, Admonit1- 


| ons, Counſels, and all for love to their 


D 2 | fins3 
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' fins. And fo love to Jeſws Chriſt , as it 
increaſes, the commands of Chriſt are 
pleaſant; the wayes of wiſdome are 
wayes of pleafantneſs 3 we take plea, 
ſure to ſerve ſuch as we love. | 
2. Chriſt makes his'yoke eaſier eve- 
ry day than other, and ſo encourages 
young Seekers, by making Duty a de- 
light. So long as Duty 1s a burden, 


there will be grievouſneſs in it, but 


when it once is matter of delight and 
priviledge, O then it grows caſte. De- 
light makes every thing caſie, though 
difficult in it ſelf. Alas, a poor Soul at 
firſt, looks upon the yoke of Chriſt as a 
task, as Scholars have their tasks at 
firſt; but after delight in them, Prayer 
now becomesa delight, and the Soul 
can ſay asthe Spouſe did, IT ſit down un- 
cer his ſhadow with great delight. Com- 
munion with God is a great delight; 
reading and hearing 1s a great delight; 
and now theſe duties go ſweetly and 
ealily on. - 

3. He makes his yoke an caſie yoke, 
by giving them to ſee a difference be- 
_twixt this yoke, and the yoke of Sa- 
tan. And now ſayes the poor Soul, the 
| yoke 


(37) 
yoke of Satan would have preſt me 
down to Hell, I: ſhould have drawn 
my ſelf damned|in the Devils yoke, 
and O now how heavy do [I feel it ! 
My fins are gone over my head as a 
burden, yea, as too heavy a burden 
for me to bear. O now when a poor 
finner compares yokes and burdens, O 
how eafie doth Chrift's yoke become! 

4. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth en- 
courage young. Seckers, . by giving 
them hearts to wait upon him, and 
ſweetly and ſecretly renewing their 
ſtrength in waiting on him. While 
there 1s a waiting Spirit, there is en- 
couragement 3 this was the great en- 
couragement of Jacob's Soul, a wreft-” 
ling frame was kept up in him. Where- | 
ever a Soul continues a waiter: and 
wreſtler, there is hope'|1t will come off 
conquerour 3 therefore we read of 
that bleſled Promiſe, The youths ſhall ,;, 
faint, and the young men ſhall niterly 3x, 
fall, but they that wait upon the Lord, 


| ſhall renew their ſtrength 5 ſtrength 
| comes in upon' your! waiting. You 


young waiters, he wil] not Jet you 


| wait upon him for nothing, 1f your 


+ hands 


Þſal, 27» 
ult, 
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hands wax weak he will ſtrengthen 
them, there ſhall be a ſecret tnvilible 
ſtrength ſent in, that fhall ſtill keep 
you waiting. O but may Souls fay, we 
ſhall be weary after a while for all this. 
O no poor Souls you ſhall run and not 
be weary, walk and not faint : a poor 

_ young runner ſhall hold on, and hold 
out. That word in the Pſalms 1s of the 
like comfort, to waiters, Wait oz the 
Lord and be of good conrage , and he 
(hall trengthen thy heart. 1 fay, wait 
on the Lord, O but ſayes the poor 
Soul, I am diſcouraged, I know not 
what todo, I ſhall fink under them 3; 
wait on the Lord, and what then ? the 
Lord will ſtrengthen thee 1n waiting 
againſt all thy temptations,both with- 
in and without 3 the Lord is good to 
them that wait for him; and thou ſhalt 
find it ſo. 

5. The Lord doth encourage the ſouls 
of young Seekers by giving them taſtes 

_ of his love; for many times, at firſt 
converſion he gives more of iz than he 
doth afterwards 3 this 1s to encourage 
Souls, and draw them on more to love 
him and ſeek him, and follow after 

_ him 
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him. When the Prodigal came newly 
home. at his firſt return, O how he 
treated him! Bring forth the. beſt robe, _ 
and put it on him, and a ring on his 


- hand, and ſhooes on his feet. If the 


Lord ſhould not give young Seekers 
ſome ſweet taſtes of his love, they 
would be diſcouraged in ſeeking after 
him : But now they that taſte how 
good and gracious the Lord 1s, they 
come unto him. 

6. The Lord Jeſas doth encourage 
the Souls of young Seekers by paſling 
by, and pardoning their infirmities'tn 
their, approaches to him, and graci-, 
ouſly accepting, and owning what 15 
his. There 1s ſomething of Gods, and 
ſomething of their own in every duty, 
and a great deal of their own to a lit- 
tle of Chriſts, a great deal of drols to 
a little ſilver, a great deal of water to 


- alittle wines and O fayes the poor 


young Secker, I am diſcouraged, will 
the Lord accept of ſuch an offering as 
this ? If thou ſhouldft offer this to thy 
Governour would he accept of it? O 


Poor Soul fee what he ſayes, I. have 


eaten my honey with my honey combz 
| 4 not 


(40) 
not only the honey but the comb; be- 
cauſe of the droſs he doth not refuſe 
all; he knows. how to ſeparate the 
comb from the droſs, the infirmities of 
a duty from any thing of the ſpirit in 
a duty ; he will pick out what is his 
own, and pardon what 1s thine. 

| 7. The Lord Jeſus doth encourage 
the Souls of young Seekers, by help- 
ing them to believe the precious Pro- 
miſes made to them. There are not 
more precious Promiſes made to any 
ſort of ſinners, or ſort of people, than 
to young Seckers after Chris?. Is not 
thisa precious Promiſe 1n the Text?Of 
al! perſons you ſhall not be diſap- 


112.40, 11, Pointed, you ſnall ſeek and find; He 


ſhall carry the Lambs in his boſome. aud 
gather? them with his arm,and ſhall gent- 
| t; lead them that are with young. O 
what a. Soul-reviving-Promile 1s this ! 


are not Lambs weak creatures 2 but . 


in his boſome ſhall they - get both 
warmth and ſtrength. The old Proverb 
ſhall not hold in this caſe, The weakeſt 
0 by the walls; if they cannot go, he 
can carry them, and not carry them. 
2 his back, but in his boſome, which 
13 


(41) 
is the eaſieſt carriage, and the ſafeſt. 
carriage. O what a ſweet ſhepherd is 
this, that nouriſhes his Lambs in his 
boſome! And 1s not that alſo a rich 
and glorious Promiſe, A bruiſed Reed 
ſhall he not break. nor (hall he quench 
the ſmoaking flax, until he bring judge- 
ment unto vidory. O poor Sou), can 
there be greater encouragements than 
in this Promiſe > What 1s 'a weaker 
thing than a bruiſed Reed ? what is a 
Epoorer thing than ſmoaking flax ? 
{oon extinguiſhed, ſoon trodden'out 3 
but the Lord will make weak ones 
ſtrong, weak Grace ſhall be victorious 
Grace, (thou art a poor weak- worm, 
It may be) the. Lord choofes. things 
that are nat, to confound things that 
are, | 

8, The Lord encourages ſuch as arc 
young Seckers of him, by watering 
he buddings of his own Grace 1n 
their Souls. Grace 1s ſo tender a , 
plant, that 1t will live in no ſoyle 
here it 1s not well watered ; it can- 
ot be in any ſoyle but it muſt be wa- 
ered. He takes notice of the bud- 
lings of the Pomegranate , or the 
| opcning 
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opening of it. When a poor ſoul be. 
g1ns fir{t in its openings to delire after 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1n1ts faith, 1n its love toffl yl 
Chriſt, O then theſe are watered with 

precious quickning influences from} be 


above, which makes them ſpring up er 


and grow apace; he breaths upon his 
young plants, Blow. O ſouth mind that on 
the ſpices may flow ont; theſe breath-I of 
ings are influences from the Spirit. ſu 
I. Reaſon, why the Lord Jeſus Chriſ 
doth encourage young Seekers, be-ſ ſhi 
cauſe in their firſt ſetting out to ſeck] lo 
Chriſt, they meet with moſt tempta- 
tions: O now when Satan is like to loſe dc 
his prey, how doth this greedy Lionfffl er: 
roar? when heſeesheis like to be dil-Mſ hi 
appointed, how doth he follow the ch 
Soul with wrath and rage ? Now thefſp yo 
greater the rage of Satan is againſt wi 
poor Souls, the more bowels hath] wi 


Chriſt yearning towards them 3 as it iſ ſw 
his great office to ſuccour thoſe that areſſ dy 
tempted. When Chriſt was born in je dr 
_ruſalem, there was a great uproar. Of en 
poor Soul ! thou wondreſt what is the ke 


matter, there 1s an uproar, a tumultin m: 
thy own Spirit, a combate within,andſÞ th 
; thol 
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thou begin'ſt tobe reſtleſs in Spirit, & 
look'ſt up to God in this condition. O. 
what if Chriſt be forming 1n thy ſoul ? 

There are two things make Satan 
beſtir himſelf againſt morning Seek- 
ers; | Wy. 
I. It is his envy : he is the envious- 
one, he envies the good and happineſs 
of every poor Soul, therefore he pur- 
ſues thee. | | 

2, His pride that his dominion 
ſhould be leflened , that he ſhould 
loſe a ſubject, this makes him rage: 

2, Reaſon, why the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
doth encourage poor morning Seck- 
ers, becauſe he will allure them aftez . 
himſelf, This is the method of Jeſas 
Chriſt, to allure by encouragements 
young Converts. This the Lord did 


with the people of J1ſracl, Therefore I of. 2.15. 


will allure her into the Wilderneſs, per- 
ſwade her : and ſometimes it ts called 
drawing, with loving kindnefs have T 
drawn thee. A poor Soul, by being 
encouraged is allured after Chriſt ſpo- 
ken as ſome Expoſitors ſay after the 
manner of Lovers, that give one ano- 
ther preſents, not enly pledges, = as 
| aits 
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baits to allure and inflame further af! 


fections.) Every encouragement the 
morning Seeker hath from Chriſt, the 
more doth his love burn after Chriſt; 

3. Reaſon, Why the Lord Jeſus doth 
encourage morning Seekers after 
Chriſt, becauſe this 1s the will of the 
Father, and whatſoever 1s his Fathers 
will.is bis will: they run into one ano- 
ther, 7 and my Father is one, Thus he ar- 
gues in that famous place, 7 will iz no 
wiſe cait out them that come unto me; 
why, this is the will of my Father; 
God will have young Seekers encou- 
raged; who ever be cared for in the 
family, the Children muſt, 

4. Reaſon, becauſe they are ſooneſt 
diſcouraged. O if poor Souls at the 


firſt work get not ſome Jntle taſte of 


love, ſome comfort and refreſhment, 
alas their ſouls faint within them. That 
15s the reaſon he will carry the Lambs 
in his bofome, they are ſoon wearied, 
cannot go, are prone to. be tired, and 
fit ſtill 3 O but this tender-hearted 
Shepherd ſhall carry them, that is the 
reaſon of that Promiſe, he ſhall not 


quench the ſmoaking flax, (viz.) he ſhall 


not 


o 
L 
A 
h 


2 
- 


(45) 


not carry 1t roughly, but tenderly to- 
wards Souls, under weak beginnings 
of Grace. The fmoaking flax is ſoon 
put out, and the bruiſed Reed is ſoon 
broken 3 1o 1s a poor weak young be- 
ginner in Grace ſoon diſcouraged 
but the Lord (hall not do it (viz. ) he 
will do the contrary for it, he will 
ſtrengthen, he will encourage it. 

5. Jeſus Chriſs doth encourage 
young morning Seekers after himſelf, 
becauſe it 1s his own work in their 
Souls, and he that begins a good work 
will carry it on. Feſ#s Chriſt muſt needs 
encourage the breathings. of his own 
Spirit in the Soul; he is tender of his 
own begettings : every Creature that 
begets, ſeeks to maintain thatlife, fo 


KY doth Jeſus Chriſt. The work of Rege- 


neration 1s called the New Creature, 
it is of his Creation ; we are his work- 
manſhip created to* good works in 
Chriſt Jeſus. God will encourage his , 
own workmanſhip. | 


Application, 


[5 it ſo that poor morning Seekers 
| | | are 


IRE 
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are encouraged by Jeſus Chriſt ? 
* 1; It informs us then of the love of 


Chriſt, that it runs to the weakeſt of f* 


Believers, as well as the ſtrongeſt of 
Believers, to thoſe that are in the low- 
eſt form in Chriſts School, as well as 
thoſe that are in the higheſt, to the 
weakeſt of the flock, as well as the 
ſtrongeſt, to the youngeſt children, as 
well as the eldeſt. There are three ſorts 
of Chriſtians, as Johz: ranks then, F4- 
thers, young Men, and little Children, 

2. It informs us of the evil and fin 
of the deſponding frame of heart 
which is often found with young Seek- 
ers ( vis.) if they ſeek a little and find 
not at firſt, then they are diſcontented, 
and diſcouraged, and then why ſhould 
I wait any longer, ſeek any longer, 
pray any longer, mourn. any longer, 
hear any longer? O this is an evil 
frame of heart, you ſee Chriſt 1s vety 
loth you ſhould. be diſcouraged. 


I. This deſponding and being diſ- 


couraged, argues much ſhortneſs and 
impatience of ſpirit in you, that you 
are not willing to let the Lord alone 
with the management of his own 
work. 


087) -& 


but David came to this frame of heart, 
to wait patiently upon the Lord, then 
the Lord heard his cry, and delivered 
him out of the horrible pit. 

2. Doth not this ſpeak much pride 
to be in the heart? What 1s it but 
pride,that you are not willing to wait ? 
Alas poor Souls, ſhould not you ſay as 
the Church did, 7 will put my month 
in the duſt, if there may be hope. What 
is non-ſubjefion to the will of God 
but pride ? | 

3. It informs what is Miniſters du- 
ties,and Beltevers duties. This was the 
charge of Chriſt to Peter, and in him 
tothe Goſpel Miniftry ſucceeding him, 


feed my Lambs, There are ſome that Job.21.1s, 


concern themſelves too little with the 
Lambs of Chriſt, they are ſo taken up - 
with the Heeegoats of the flocks, that 
they forget there are Lambs in the 
ftock,that there are Hinds in thefllock, 
poor timorous creatures ſtartled with 
any thing, for ſo are the Hinds. Can 


we write after a better Copy than our 


Lord 


work. He that believes makes n0t haſt ” Pſal, 40. 
A poor Soul may be too impatient af- 2, 2. 
l ter comfort, and diſcoveries of love; 


(48) 

Lord and Maſter hath fet us 2 He cars 
ries the Lambs in his: boſome, and 
ſhould not ſubſtitute Shepherds do ſo? 
He took little children in his arms, 
and ſhould not we do ſo? And this js 
alſo the duty of others, Fathers and 
Mothers, when you ſee any thing of 
| Jeſus breaking out, any delires, any 
good inclinations, any convidtions of 
ſin; O you ſhould encourage theſe be- 
ginnings, this is Chriſt-Jike, and the 
contrary 1s Devil-like, Herod-like, 


which undoubtedly was ſtirred up by. 


Satan to kill Chriſt in the cradle (wisz.) 
while young, to ſeek for the life of the 
young Child Pharoah-like to throw 


the Male Children into the River; 


Phariſee-like neither to enter yout 
ſelves, nor let others enter. Maſters, 
| how ſhould they encourage their Ser- 


vants, when they ſee any thing of 


ChriS5t appear in them. The day is com- 


ing,you & your ſervants will ſtand be-: 
fore the Lord to give an account how: 


you have carried 1t towards them, whe- 
ther you have encouraged them or noz 


and I am afraid the evidence of ſome 


Servants will be received againſt their 
Rs Matters. 
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Maſters. Are not ſuch Maſters mon- 
ſters, rather than Maſters, as ſhall way- 
ly the falvationof a ſervants Soul ? 
Would not the rich man have pre- 
vented the coming of his brethren to 
hell> What can there be any love to 
Souls in hell 2 (Expoſitors tell us, that 
their going thither would have added. 
to his torments, becauſe by his exams 
ple they had finned.) O will not this 
add to your torments, and miſery in 


another world, that you have been - . 


the occaſion of ſo many poor Souls 
miſcarrying under your roof? 

4. It informs us of the infinite con-' 
deſcention of Feſ#s Chriſt, that he will 
look after poor young enquirers, af- 
ter poor morning Seekers. Isnot this 
condeſcention even to admiration, to 
carry Lambs in his arms, to nourith 
poor Lambs in his own boſome? that 
he ſhould trouble himſelf with ſuch 
poor ſinful worms ? May not ſuch fouls 
fay, how is it Lord that thou ſhould 
manifeſt thy ſelf to us, and not to the 
world, and not to the reſt of my bro- 
thers, and not to the reſt of my fiſters; 
and not to the reſt of my relations? _ 
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2, Vſe. Is it fo that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is the encourager of poor morn-. 
ing Seekers after himſelf? Then it is a 


word of Comfort to young Seekers. Be 
of good cheer,as they'faid to the blind 
man, for the Lord calleth; for the Lord 
encourages you. DO all you morning 
Seekers, be of good courage, and wait 
onthe Lord, and he will ſtrengthen 
your: hearts; I ſay wait upon the 
Lord. : 

. I. Beof good comfort, you are the 
travail of Chriſts Soul, and therefore 
he will look after 'you. His ſuffering 
was his travail. O the pangs and 
throwes of a travailing woman ! We 
ſay ſuch have hard labour.. O you 
poor young Converts, inquirers after 
Chriſt,he hath had hard labour for you; 
O the pangs of his Fathers diſpleaſure, 
that he hath endured, 1y God, ny 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me 2 Here 
was one bitter pang, and his Soul was 
forrowful unto death : There was an- 


other pang, and throwes came upon 


him ſo faſt, that he dicd-travailing for 
the Salvation and Redemption of poo! 
Sinners. Therefore we read that _ 

=_ word, 
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word, He ſhall ſee his Seed ; he ſhall ifa.s3. 15} 


Lie 


have Seed come out of his ſufferings, 
which are called the travail of his 
Soul. And is not this a great com- 
fort2 He will ſurely encourage his 
own travail : O poor Souls he hath 
travailed for youz therefore he will 
EnCOUTAage Y ou, 

2.. Second word of Comfort to 
young Seekers 1s this, you are his joy, 
his delight, He ſhall ſee the travail of 
his Soul, and be fatisfied, (viz.) it ſhall 
be matter of great contentation and 
delight to ſee his ſufferings iſſue, in 
the | rd forth a Seed and Rem- 
nant, that ſhall be ſaved. As one de- 
lights in his children, ſo doth Chriſt 


in his young Seekers, Behold, Tand che yy, ,;_' 
Children thoy haſt given me (which 1s 13. 


ſpoken of Chriſt, and quoted out of 
the Prophets. ) He rejoyces, you ſee, 
im his Seed, O what joy was there 
when the young prodigal returned 
home to his Father's. The whole pa- 


. rable preaches this DoGrine. A man 


delights in his youngelt children, As a 
man delights in his nurſery, ſo doth 
Jeſus Chriſt in his garden; he hath his 
young nurſery. E- 2 3. Word 


* Heb. 1.13, hold T and the Children thou haſt given + 


| (52) 

3. Word of Comfort to young 
Seekers, He hath accommodated Pro» 
miſes to ſuit with the conditions of 
ſich. O what a care had Chriſt of ſuch, 
that he would give Promiſes on pur- 
poſe to ſuch? As to their' weakneſs in 
Grace, he would ſtrengthen ſuch poor 
bruiſed reeds; as to the diſpenſations 


of God, which they fear they are not 


able to keep pace with, He ſhall carry 
the Lambs in his boſome 5 they cannot 
go they are ſo weak, he ſhall carry 
them. As for the temptations within 
or without, Ozt of the months of Babes 
and Sucklings, he ſhall ordain ſtrength, 


to ſtill the enemy, and. the avenger. 
-There is not any conditton,- but you 
may find a Promiſe accommodated for 


that condition. 5 
4. Word of Comfort to mornin 
Seekers, You are Chriſts charge ; Be- 


| Spoken of 122, Now upon the Fathers donation, 


Chris, 


and the Sons acceptation they begin 
to be his charge 3 therefore he is the 
great Truſtee for poor Souls. He ſtands. 
engaged to give his Father an account 
of them all at the laſt day 3 and will 


not. 
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not Chriſt be faithful to his truſt ? nay 
to the truſt God the Father hath com- 
mitted to him ? Therefore he loſes not 


| a ſou], They paſs under the hand of 
_ him that tells them again; all that 


God the Father hath told -out to his 
Son, the Son tells back again to God 
the Father. 

5. Word. of Comfort to morning 
Seckers 1s this, This argues the great 
love God bears to your Souls, to call 


| you betimes, to call you while you 


are young. O how'many go down to 
Hell, while the milk isin their breaſts 
and marrow in their bones! though 
young in years, yet old infin, &c- O 
at whata rate do ſome young ones fin? 
How expert are they grown 1n that 
curſed trade ? And that thou ſhould'ſt 
be called to ſeek after Chriſt in thy 
young dayes, O.what a comfort is ' 
this ! Here is one taken and another 
left. 

© but ſayes a poor Soul, Alas! I can 
get no _comfort, as yet I am a poor 
troubled Soul, much caſt down and 


| dejected. 


They that ſow in tears ſhall reap in 
E 3 Joy 3 
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Joy 3 It is thy ſeed-time now, there- 
fore thou mult not expeC: a crop pre- 


ſently, the Seed muſt hein the ground, 


Let your Seed-prayers,and Seed-tears 
lie in Gods hand a while; Light is 
ſown for the Righteous, and joy for the 
upright in heart. 

O but ſayes a poor Sou], I am fol- 
lowed with temptations, ſince that I 
begun to ſeek after Chriſt, and I know 
not what todo. 

Poor Soul, his rage is great, becauſe 
his time 1s ſhort z now thou art com- 
ing out of captivity to him, he 1s pur- 
ſuing thee to reduce thee to the old 
houſe of bondage; thy temptations 
do argue, the Lord Jeſus Christ 1s a- 
bout caſting out of Satan ; therefore 
he 15 angry. | 

O but Iam a poor needy creature 3 
well, but doth not the Lord think of 
mee? 

O but I ama weak Creature. 

He will perfe& ſtrength in weaknels, 
out of the meuth of Babes, &*c. 

O but I aman ignorant Creature. 

Well, he can have compaſiion on 
the ignorant, and them that are out of 
the way The 
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The laſt Uſe is of Exhortation to 
Young Ones, to ſeek the Lord be- 
times, and make ſupplication to him. 
If thou ſeek early after God,the Word 
1s, Thou ſhalt find him, Remember your ,,,, . 
Creator in the dayes of your youth, Ti 94 
&c. Leave all for Chriſt, ſell all for S*<*i"s 


"Ap" b A we find u- 
the pearl of price.. Seek him while he fa ſrhe« 
15s to be found. | ral Places : 

Significat 


The third 0bſervation we are now quzrere 
come unto from the words. is this :. yy 
. | cum 
That morning Seekers ſhall be ſure 
and certain finders. | /- Darcſh ef 
They that ſeek me early ſhall find fummoju- 
: | dicio qurx- 
me; to be ſure ſuch tind me; whoever ere. 5, 
miſs of me, they ſhall not. Eccl, L.13, 
I. By morning Seekers 1s meant,one jy s. g, 
that ſeeks the Lord betimes. So Z%b wm 
- wo ur G 
phraſes it, 7f thou ſeek. the Lord, and 1.01.1. 
make ſupplication unto him, To re- ſynifi:s di. 
- . , / 
member our Creator in the dayes of 74,” bo 
our youth, Our youth is our morn- timely in 
ing time to ſeek Chriſt in 5 our age 1s morn: 
"a uf ing. Proy, 
ourafternoon : now it 1s not ſo good 15.2. 
teeking in the middle of the day,nor 1n 
the afternoon, as it 1s in the morning. 


2. By morning Seckers are meant, 


ſach as do earneſtly ſeck the Lord Jc- 


E 4. FRCk: 


| (56) 
ſus : Are there any poor Souls that do 
more earneſtly ſeek theLord Jeſus than 
ſich as give up themſelves betimes ts 
Aoſ.s. 15. Chriſt ? In their affli&ior they will ſeck, Þ d 
| me early ; (viz. ) they will ſeek me | d 
earneſtly, they will ſeek me in the | tt 
morning; becauſe what is done in the Þ it 
morning is done with'moſt vigour and | d 
fervency. O ! morning Seekers, how Þ m 
vigorouſly in Soul do they ſeek the 
Lord Jeſus? they do nat ſeek like S$9- Wde 
lomons (luggard, as though they cared is 
not whether they found or no 3 but [ec 
| they ſeek with all their heart, which þþ 
1-29-13. we read a Promiſe madeto; And you 
ſhall ſeek, me. and find me, mhen you ſhall 
ſearch for me with all your hearts, © 
| ' 3. By a morning Seeker of Chriſt, 
13 meant a ſoul that the Lord 1s vilit- 
ing with the day of his power. . The 
morning tis the beginning of the day, 
ſo the morning is the beginning of the 
Ref. 6.3, work of Grace. The morning of a 
day of Grace we read of; the Go- 
ings of God prepared as the morn- 
ing. . The morning light is gradual, 
ſo is the dawnings of the day of Grace 
upon the Soul; as that word is, The 
path 


Fr0,4. 18, 


WF FE 

path of the Juſt is as the ſhining light, © 
that ſhineth more and more unto the per- 

fe# day. - There is the dawning of the 
day, and the perfe&t day. When the 

| day-ſtar from on High firſt ariſeth in _ | 
the foul 3 this is the morning Seeker, 
it had not light to ſeek by, until the 
day-ſtar araſe in the heart 3 and now 
morning light 1s come in to let the 
ſoul ſee the miſery of its dark and un- 
done eſtate without Chriſt. O now it 

is a ſeeker in this light after the Lord 
Jelus, &c. | 

{ 4. By a morning Seeker is meant, a 
Soul: waiting: for more appearances, 
more” ariſings of the day-ſtar in and Pal. 130: 
upon the Soul: As David faith, 2y & 

Soul maiteth for the Lord , more than 

they that. wait for the morning 5 more b 

Ethan the watchmen that wait for' the A 

morning. And thus, as ſoon as poor 

Babes in Grace are begotten to Chriſt, 

they are children of the /;ght. All young 

Converts arc children of the light ; 

hey are looking out for more light, 

, [nore light of Grace, and more light 

: -ſf Comfort. Thus doth'a poor morn- 

: PagSeeker wait for light to ſhine inta 

| [idark heart. 5. By 
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&, By a morning Seeker is meant, a 
poor Soul that ſtands upon the watch- 


tower of Obſervation, taking notice: 


of the firſt breakings in of light: as the 
watchmen waited for the firſt peep 
and dawning of the day , that they 
might offer the ſacrifice appointed for 
the morning. So a poor morning Seeck- 
er is one that obſerves the firſt con- 
victions that dawn upon it, the firſt 
light of the ſpirit that fhines 1nto it; 
and it ſtands by the creviſe and will 
not away but here is ſuch an Ordi- 
nance,that God firſt convinced me by, 


firſt 1]luminated me. And thus the 


_ Soul keeps an obſervation of the gra- 


Pal. 5.3; : 


dual breakingsn of light. _ 

6. By morning Seekers 1s meant, 2 
poor Soul in its firſt breathings, out of 
the deſires and wants of the Soul to 
Chriff ;" My voice ſhalt thou hear in the 
morning. In the merning will T dire 
my prayer unto thee, and will look nf. 
Here 1s the morning, a time for praye!. 
I will order my prayer in the morn 
ing. In the morning of a begun work 
of Grace , O what directing is there 
of prayerto God ? A praying Soul 154 

| | morning 
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morning Seeker. Alas! the Soul pray- 
ed not before, but now a day of Grace 
hath viſited it, it may be ſaid of him, 
behold he prays. 

7. By morning Seckers is under- 
ſtood, a Soul that looks out for ſome 
encouragement by way of anſwer to 
prayer. In the morning will I dire& 
my prayer and look up (the word fig- 
nifies, diligently to look * out for 
ſomething that 1s coming towards us.) 
O!a morning Seeker enquires for ſome 
anſwer to prayer,ſome encouragement 
toanimate it in its purſuits after Chriſ8, 

8. Laſtly, By a morning Seeker is 
meant, one that ſeeks with hope and 


| joy, that ſeeks chearfully in expea- 


tion to find. The Spirits are moſt 
chearful 1n the morning. O how tt 
glads the poor weary Centinel to 
think of the approaching day ! Thus 
it is with a poor Soul ſeeking Chriſt 3 
O thinks this Soul, ſorrow may con- 
tinue for a night, but joy comes in the 
morning. 20 
Reaſons why early and'morning Seck- 
ers ſhall be ſure and certain finders. 
i. Reaſon, Why early or morning 
* Seckers 
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(60) 
Seckers ſhall be ſure and certain find. 
ers, becauſe ſuch are importunate 
Seekers, and it 1s importunate pray- 
ing , that is prevailing prayer with 
God; therefore we read that Parable 
teaching Souls how to ſeeksfor his im- 
portunity he aroſe and gave him; the 
word is (Izpnudence;) there is a holy 
Impudence that will not be ſaid nay, 
O ! this God loves in all Seekers, but 
eſpecially in morning Seekers, they 
are uſually importunate. 

1. Young Seekers have ſtrong cor- 
ruptiorss to combate with. The car- 
ruptions of youth are ſtrong; and 
when ſtrong corruptions meet with 
ſtrong convictions, how ſhould a prin- 
ciple of Grace live in the Soul but by 
1importunate ſeeking Chriſt 2 The 
ſtronger the corruption, the more im- 
portunate the wreſtling of the Soul 
under it ; ſtrong corruptions where 
there is a begun work of Grace, 
cauſe the ſoul to put forth ſtrong crys 
and ſupplications. | 

2. Uſually morning Seekers are im- 
portunate Seekers, becauſe they have 
ſtrong temptations. We read of Johs 
writing 


(61) 


ith young Seekers are combatants not on- 
ble ly with their own corruptions, but the 
M- Eicked ones temptations. Pax], when 
the Ya meſſenger of Satan was ſent him to 


buffet him, what did he do ? He be- 
ſought the Lord thrice, (viz. fre- 


tions will put upon importunate Seek- 
ing the Lord Jeſus, where: there is a 
principle of Grace in the Soul. O are 
N- Fnot young mens temptations ſtronger 
id Fthan others > The temptations of 
th Young men to vain company, O how 
N- Fhard to overcome 1s this ! hath aot 
) Ethis one temptation been the Rock 
ie that many a young man hath ſplit his 
n- Soul on for ever ? Solozzoz: ſetting out 
ul Fhe finful ſtate of youth, being led by 
© the ſtrange woman, ſayes, 7 diſcerned 
» ſa young man void of underſtanding z 
'S but where was he? The Text telk 
you, amongſt the 8:#zple Ozes. 
- | 3. Morning Seckers are importu-. 
© Bate Seekers, they are in,their firſd 
7 love. Love will be unportunate 3 7 re- 
2 member 


quently or importunately. Tempta- 


Prov. 7. 7+ 
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Jer. 2.2! member the kindneſs of thy youth, and 


the love of thine Eſpouſals, Their af- 
feftions are (trong. 

4. Morning Seckers are importunate 
ſeekers, their convictions are ſtrong, 
Now where there are ſtrong convitt. 
ons, there will be importunate Seek 
ing 3 morning convictions are ſtrong 
convictions. O now the power of the 
Lord takes hold of the heart; and 
conviction 1s born in upon the Soul, 
that it ſtoops under it. 'Thus Ephraim 
as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the 


Jer.31.19, yoke; I was aſhamed, yea confounded, 


becauſe T did bear the reproach of m 
youth, O what ſtrong convictions are 
here! and what now. doth poor 
Ephraim do? He mourns and prays, 


Turn thou me, and Tſhall be turned. 


5. Morning Seekers are importu- 
nate Seekers, their oppoſitions are 
greater and (tronger than others 3 op: 
politions within and. without, Now 
where there is a principle of Grace, 
when under oppotirion, it will ſeek (o 
much the more importunately after 
Ebriſt. The Diſciples diſcouraged the 
poor woman of Canaan, ſaying, _ 

ber 
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(63) | 
ker away 3 a great diſcouragement, but 
ſhe cryed the more : Oppoſition meet- 
ing with Grace doth bur prove like 
cold water upon good coales, make 
them burn the brighter. Uſually at 
thy firſt looking out after Chriſt, op- 
poſition will meet thee ; but then let 
ſuch oppoſition ſend you to Chriſe. 

2. Reaſon, why morning Seekers 
ſhall be certain finders, becauſe they 
are diligent Seekers, and the Promiſe 
runs unto diligent ſecking ;| He that 


comes unto God, muſt believe that God Heb. 11,6. 


is, and that he is a rewarder of ſuch as 
diligently ſeek him. It 1s not the {loth. 


| ful Seeker that ſhall be the certain 


finder 5 no, no, the defire of the (Jug- 
gard kills him. | 

I. Morning Seekers are| diligent 
Seckers, now they ſee the. worth of 
what they ſeek, none can ſeek dili- 


. gently bur ſuch. O now they ſeek the 


Lord Jeſus in the ſenſe of the worth 
of him. When we know the worth 
of that we ſeek, we will ſeek. dilt- 
gently. Ask theſe Seekers what Chriſt 
1s worth, and they will tell you ten 
thouſand worlds; he is the pearl of 
| price, 
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(64) 
price, chiefeſt of ten thouſands. 

2. Morning Seekers are diligent 
ſeekers, becauſe now they are con- 
vinced of the worth of their Souls, for 
the good of which they ſeek. Perſons 
will never ſeek diligently, until they 
come to ſee the preciouſneſs of their 
immortal ſouls. Can a man be too di- 
ligent in the buſineſs of his Soul? Did 
ever you hear of any repented them 
of their diligence in working out of 
their ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling when they came to die 2 Have 
you ever known any who have cryed 
out., what a fool was I, to pray fo 
much, to live ſo holily, to take up fo 
much of my time about my immortal 
ſoul? Ask a poor Soul, why it 1s {0 
diligent at firſt ſeeking Chriſt, and it 
will tell you, I never ſaw the worth of 
my Soul before, I am now ſeeking out 
for my Soul, andifT do not find, Iam 
a loſt, undone Soul to all Eternity. 

3. Morning Seekers are diligent 
Seekers, becauſe they now know the 
evil dayes are coming upon them, in 
which they will be unfit to ſeek him 

 dayes of ſickneſs, dayes of affliction, it 
| may 


may be, temptations and tryals; they 

kek while it is to day, becauſe when 

night comes, there will be no ſceking.. 
4. They know there is a .day in 


which he will rot be found, Seck the 16, 44.6; 


Lord while he may be found, and call 
upon him while he is nigh. O ayes the 
morning Seeker, the time is coming 
when it will be too late, the gate of 
Mercy will be ſhut,the bridge of Mer- 
cy drawn, and the Soul is afraid of 


count; 


| delaying, and dallying upon that ac- 


5. Morning Seekers are diligent: 
Seekers, becauſe they are convinced 
now of the great need of Chriſt. O 
now they ſee, and fay they are undene 
and loſt for ever, if they miſs of the 
Lord Jeſus. What makes perſons di- 
ligent in ſeeking but when they ſee a 
need of what they ſeek 2 Do not they 
need a Chrz57, that ſee they are undone 
to all Eternity if they have not a 


Chriſt £ 


3. Reaſon , why morning Seckers 
will be certain finders; the Promite 
runs to them : What plainer than this 


word in my Text, They ſhall find 
F 


Mes 
They 


_ - 
They that ſeek (hall find, He never ſaid 
to the Seed of Facob, ſeek ye my face 
in vain. And he is faithful that hath 
promiſed, Let this encourage you, 
that you are under a Promiſe. 


Application. 


Ts it fo that morning Seekers ſhall 
be ſure and certain finders? Thenit 
is a word of Inquiry 3 | 

Why, or what ſhould be the rea- 
{on ſo many poor morning Seckers are 
complaining they find not him whom 
their Souls love ? as the Spouſe did, 
T ſought him, but T found him not. And 
ſo many poor Souls are complaining, 
I fought Chriſt ſo long, but I know 
not that I have found him to this day, 

I. Reaſon, why Jeſus Chriſt 18 not at 
preſent found of morning Seekers, he 
will exerciſe their,Graces by it z he 
had a deſign upon the Spouſe to exer- 
_ her Grace, by withdrawing from 

=o | 

7. Sayes Chriſt, | will try whether 
this poor Soul love me or no Love 


a waiting Grace 3 whether this _- 
| Sou 


(67) 1 

Soul can wait, and enquite 5 84w yo# 

him whom my Soul loves £ | 
2, Chriſt by this tryes their faith 3 

faith will continue ſeeking, though at 


vw ©" (d bk 


preſent it doth not find. 7 wait por x, g,15; 


the Lord who hides hjs face from the 
houſe of Jacob. 
2, The Lord Jeſus is not found at 
ll Jl preſent of morning Seekers, to draw 
it © out their Souls in longings after him. 
[The more a poor ſeeker of Chriſt 
a- | ſeems to be denied, the more 15 his 
re © Soul enflamed with ardent deſires. 
M | Thus did Chrift with the Spouſe when 
d, I he had withdrawn himſelf; the watch- 
nd £Þ men ſmote her,took away her veil from 
18, her : Yet her Spirit wasraiſed the more 
OV I after Chriſt to enquire after him. Thus 
ay, _ it is with morning Seckers after 
Chriſt, 
rhe Lord Jeſus 1s not at prefent 
ound of morning Seekers, becauſe he 
will let the Soul ſee it is only his free 
Crace that muſt be adored and admi- 
red in finding Chriſt. Morning Seck- 


her]ſ] ers would be ſacrificing elſe to their 
eb} nets, and doſing incenſe to their own 
oor drags, and ſtroaking ſelf upon the 

F 2 head, 
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head, and ſaying, this is my praying, 
this is my mourning, this is my being 
early up in the morning. 4 O now he 
will have the Soul know. that it is of 
the riches of his Grace, that he is 
found of thoſe that ſeek him. 

4. Jeſus Chriſt 1s not found at pre- 
ſent of morning Seekers, becauſe he 
will try whether their hearts be up- 
-r1ght with himſelf. Many poor Souls 
begin to ſeek Chriſt, but it is but for 
a time, temporary ſeekers, and after- 
wards they fre offended with one 
| thing or other, then they draw back; 
that 15a note of a rotten heart. I dare 
ſay thou wert never right at heart 
Chriſt-ward that turneſt off, and look- 
eſt back, upon ſome offence taken 
againſt Chriſt, I doubt there be many 
hypocritical Seekers 3 ut is no wonder 
tt ſuch be not finders. 

5. Jeſus Chriſt 1s not at preſent 
- = Seekers , becknk 
they are many times too legal in their 
ſeeking himz I mean, they ſeek hin 
too much in a way of works, as 1ſrae! 
of old did. Now he would acquaint 


poor Souls with the way of _ : 
eek 


(69) 
fek him in a way of believing; this 

is the only way of ſeeking Chrijt. 

2. Word of Inquiry. 

|| 1f that morning Seekers ſhall be cer= 

tain finders of Chriſt, then how comes 

it to pals, that ſo many of them aficr 

a while give over, turn their, backs 

on the way of God, and apoſtatize 

from that they once profeſt 2- O how 

1; © many young ones who have begun in | 
the Spirit, and yet have ended 1n the, | > 


Jy _ 
. | fth, as we might judge ! 
1. Many young Scekers have turn- , 
[> - = > 
: | <9 off from ſeeking Chriif, becaule 
| they were never truly humbled tur 
«| (0. In their firlt ſeeking him, ſome 
-. | tranſtent.convictions it may be they 
| 1 17 
- | 1ad, but never truly kumblcd for lin, 
v0 young ones look to this, or clic ali a 


"KB your affections and defires will come 
to nothing 3 you will ſce noworth in es 
Chriſt, no need of Chriit, if you be 
Cf not truly humbled for tin. We re: 
of that ground thar had no roor, : 
what became of it? it with-red. Thi 


| 2ouſe that digged not dey tolay the 1, - 
of foundation, what became of it ? 1 tell, ut 


off 2nd great was the all of it, | 
| | 8+ 2, Many 
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2. Many young Seekers go off from 
ſceking Chriſt, becauſe they never ſee 
any real worth and excellency in 


Chriſt, They have had it may be ſome | 


flaſhes of atteQion, but they never ſee 
Chriſt to be diſtinCtly precious to their 
poor Souls. Have you ever ſeen him 
to be the pearl of price, the chiefeſt 
of ten thouſand ? Can ſuch ſculs, who 
have fallen really in love with Chriſt 
fall offagain? Did thou ever ſee Chriſi 
a ſpiritual Criſt 2 It may be thou haſt 
lookt upon him-as a carnal Chriſt, and 
haſt known him, as the Apoſtle faith, 
 afier the fleſh 5, ,made only a notional 
Chriſt of him, or an hiſtorical Chrift of 
him; O then 1t 1s no wonder if thou 
fall off from ſeeking of him. 
_ 3. Many morning Seekers turn off 
from ſeeking Chriſt, becauſe profeſiion 
grows too hot for them, becauſe of 
the heat of the day. O it 1s fine tra- 
velling in the morning, but after a 
while, the Sun gets up, and then it 1s 
with them, as with that ground which 
by and by was offended when perlc- 
cution aroſe. Travellers take in,jin the 
heat of the day 3 fo I doubt do many 
| pot 
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poor young ones, that have ſet fairly 
out after Chriſt. | 

4. Many poor young Seekers fall 


| off from Chriſt, becauſe they never 


truly and really cioſed with him. 
Alas! it 1snot your ſeeking Chriſt,but 
your cloling in with Chri5t, will pre- 
ſerve you from falling off. Have you 
choſen the Lord Jeſus, and received 
him 2 Cloling with him, 1s called, re- 
ceiving of him, tg as many as received 


him, A poor Soul may be a ſecker o® 


Chriſt, that is not a receiver of Chriſt. 
5. Many morning Seekers of Chrijt 
fall off again, becauſe they come after 
Christ with ſome reſerve, It you will 
be thus ſeekers of Chriſt, you (hall fall 
off at one time or other, (viz. 
mean, if you will reſerve any luſt. 
Thus the young man came on to ſome 


Job. 1.12, 


terms with Ckri{#,but the market ſoon 


te, when he was told; he muſt (ell 
all; and Judas followed Chriſt with a 
reſerve . uſually reſerves are finners 
ruine : Turn from all iniquity (laid the 

Prophet) leſt it be your ruine. 
. 6, Many morning Scekers fall off 
again, becauſe they ſeek him for theme 
| F 4 lelves, 
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ſelves, and not for himſelf; and many 


do thus, tht are not aware of it : this 


1s but to bring forth fruit to your 
ſelves(as Ephraim 1s charged with. )Do 
you ſee any lovelinefs in Chriſt, any 
comlineſs in him ? Is he a plant of Re- 
nown to you ? Many- ſeek him for 
loaves, though in a more refined ſence 


t han there ſpoken of, for his comforts, 


for his diſcoveries of love, for his 
ſmiles, 7 am more taken (layes one) 


with my Lords manifeſicd love, than 


with himfelf. This is to love him for 
what comes from him ; for his tokens. 

7. Many morning Seekers fall off 
azain, becauſe they let other lovers 
in proceſs of time- ſteal away their 
hearts. Many in the dayes of their 
youth have ſought after Chriſt , but 
after a while the heart hath been 
ſtrangely and inſenſibly gone, affeti- 
ons loſt, Chriſt not in all his thoughts, 
why, whatis the matter? The world 
1t may be hath won in upon the ſoul, 
or gaming, or ſome other ſin; and 
now the Soul falls off, as new ſuiters 
come on, O poor young ones, you 
will have many ſuiters, many will court 
YOu, 


63 


you, and then you will be in danger. 

3. The next word of Inquiry; 

If that morning Seekers ſhall be fure 
finders, how comes 1t to pals, the 
Lord Jeſus hath ſo few Seekers? One 
would think Jeſ#a Chriſt would\þe 
thronged after ; as in the dayes when 
he-was in the feſh, they thronged 
about the door where he was. Alas! 
poor Souls, you may throng about Or- 
dinances, and Meetings. and yet ne- 
ver come near Chriſt, We read of a 
whole crowd about Chrf?, and yet but 
one poor Woman touched him to 
draw vertue from him. You may 
crowd about Chris? in an Ordinance. 
and yet draw not one drop of vertue 
trom him. | TS 

1. Hindrance to young ones ſee}:- 
ing Chriſt, they are not convinced of 
the miſery of their diſtagt ſtate from 
Chriftz 1f young ones ,or old ones 
were convinced of this, if all were 
convinced throughly of their miſery 
of lying out from Chriſt, O what cry- 
ing, what mourning, what running, 
nay, what roaring after Chriſt would 
there be? One poor young man would 
run 


(74) 
run up and down, crying, none but 
Chriſt , none but Chriſt. ..Atother 
would run to. every Ordinance, en- 
quiring ( with the Spoule ) ſaw you 
him whom-:my Soul loves? And ano- 
ther would run to a poor Miniſter 
with this cry,Sir, I am an undone ſoul, 
if there were no more fquls in the 
world, if a Chriſt be not. my. portion, 
Another would cry, what ſhall I do to 
be ſaved 2 Methinks I fee how the 
ſtung 1{/raelites run up and*down when 
the. fiery Serpents had ſtung them, 
crying, O where, where is the brazen 
Serpent, that I may get a look at him 
and be healed? .So would poor Souls 
convinced of their miſery do. 

1. Poor Soul, that lies in thy di- 
ſtance from .Chr;57, did thou ever ſee 
thy miſery? . : 

- Firſt, Thy miſery of guilt, as thou 


art an unpardoned Soul. Is not guilt 


a miſerable, thing to lie upon a poor 
Creatures conſcience.? Ask the Devils 
and they will tell thee, if guilt be not 
an intolerable burden - Ask the 
damned ſpirits, and they will preach 
to thee, the miſery of unpardoned 

TT | guilt, 
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guilt. Nay, if thou could talk with a 
deſpairing Soul, O what terrible 
things would it tell thee, of the mi- 
ſery of unpardoned guilt ! O poor 
young man, haſt thou found out the 
way toa pardon and leave out Chriſt ? 
Angels cauld never find out fuch a 
way. Or doſt thou think to carry 
guilt into Glory with thee ? Muſt any 
be faved, but ſuch as God hath par- 
doned? If thou didſt ſee the miſery of 
guilt, thou would'(t be a Seeker, and 
a morning Seeker after, Chriſt # All 


pardons are purchaſed and drawn up 
and preached in his name : They are 


purchaſed ; we have redemption, and 
remiſſion of ſin 3 but how come they 
in?. through his blood 3 And they 
preached Repentance and Remiſſzon.of 
Sins in his Name, beginning at Jeru- 
lalem, 

2, Poor Soul, haſt thou ſeen the 
miſery of thy diſtant ſtate, as thou art 
under the power of fin, as every ſoul 
5 that is out of Chris? And O what a 
{ad ſight 15a young perſon in under the 
power of ſtrong corruption ? Is it no- 


thing to thee that thou art a ilave ta 
; {111, 


Aj 


. Apoſtle tells us, beiore the loving 
kindneſs of God their Saviour did | 
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fin, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures ? 
But when was this they did ſo? the 


appear. Would'ſt thou have power 
againſt fin ? It may be thy Soul goes 
to thy prayers for it, to thy duties for 
it, to thy reſolutions and purpoſes for 
itz the beſt way 1s tocloſe with Chriſt, 
for there can be no power! againſt lin 
that can ſubdue 1t, until cloſure with 
Chriſt, While thou art under the power 
of fin, it doth what it will with thee; 
it Kings it, and Lords it, that thou 
obey ſt it in the luſt thereof, 

Secondly, Haſt thou ſeen the miſce- 
ry of thy diſtant ſtate, as thou art un- 
der enmity to God, and God under 
enmity to thee? _ | 

I. The enmity of thy ſide ; O what 
a piece of miſery 1s it, to be under the 
power of enmity ? this 1s a piece of 
the miſery of the damned, they have 
an inveterate enmity againſt God, that 
if ſuch a thing were poſhible, they 
would dethrone God ; like ſome, we 
rcad in their diſtreſs, Curſe their God, 
and their Kine, and look upward. 1s 
not 


(77) 
not this miſery indeed, to be an ene- 
my to the God of all thy mercies, to 


$ be an enemy to him thoy daily liveſt 


upon, nay, cannot live one moment 
without 2 And ſuch a monſter art 
thou. I have read of one that killed 
her Child, while it ſmiled; ſo would'ſt 
thou do. Art not thou ſpurning Gods 
tender bowels every day ? but now 
by ſeeking Chriſt,or cloſing with Chriſt 
this enmity 1s done away. 

2. Enmities on Gods fide; God an 
enemy to thee, and can there be 
greater miſery than this? what, he thy 
enemy, that thou art every day pro- 
voking, and can upon every provoca- 
tion, 1n a moment turn thee into Hell? 
Every one fears having great ones far 
their enemies, but what ſayſt thou to 
the great God, who is thine enemy ? 
If ever poor finners were convinced of 
this, O what ſeeking Chriſt would 
there be for reconciliation? 

3. Haſt thou ſeen the miſery of thy 
diſtant ſtate, as thou art a vaſlal to Sa- 
tan, for ſo is every one out of Chriſt 3 
and is this nothing to thee? Wert thou 
in Aſgier, what Letters would(t thou 
ſend 
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to thy friends! ſetting forth thy dole- 
fall {lavery to affect their hearts, to 
ſend over thy redemption-money ? 
But alas ! what 15a Turk tothe Devil? 
the one reaches the Body, the other 
the Soul. Poor Soul out of Chriſt, the 
Devil ts thy patron, and wilt not thou 
groan to be delivered? Why are not 
Souls morning Seekers after Chriſt ? 
Alas ! they ſee not the miſery of be. 
ing under the power of Satan. Now 
want of powerful convictions in theſe 
three things while you Tye in a di- 
ſtant ſtate from Chriſt, is the firſt cauſe 
why hehath ſo few Seekers. 

2. Hinderance to young Seckersaf- 
ter Cpriſt, is, their beloved luſts, and 
darling corruptions : they are willing 
to part with ſome, but not all their 
lufts ; there 1s an J/aac, that caules 
laughter, they cannot think of cut- 
ting the throat of itz there is a Be» 


 Jamin, they cannot tell how to let 


that go; there 1s a Dali/ah they are 
loth to loſe; there is an Herodias they 
cannot endure to part with; a right 
hand they will needs keep, and hide. 
O no, poor young man,thou muſt = 
all, 
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all, if thou wilt ſeek and find this * 
pearl of price. Weread of the young 
man, and he was very fair and like to 
fall in with Chriſt 5 Jeſas Chriſt begins Mark 10} 
to ſtrike at his right\hand, and he ** 
pulls it in, and Chriſt and he parts up- 
on this occaſion, Herod was fair, but 
when John gets a blow at his Herodias, 
Herod gets a blow at Johns head, and 
ſtrikes it off, O poor ſinner, if thou 
7 © reſolve for Chriſt, thou muſt reſolve 
I againſt thy darling fin. 
3. Hinderance to young Seekers af- 
| ter Chriſt, is, their entanglement by 
wicked company. They come to Or- 
dinances, 'and are convinced, that fin 
will be bitter to them in the latter 
end; and they ſee no way but that live 
ing and dying in ſuch courſes they 
are loſt for ever. Well, one would 
think ſome good would ſpring and 
grow out of ſuch convidions 3 but 
alas ! the next time they come in their 
evil company, they have abſolutely 
loſt all; one would not think theſe 
were the young men that were ſo af- 
fected at Sermons :. Now it may be, O 
you may ſee in their hands inſtead of 
their 
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their Bibles, their Cups; and in their 
mouths hear inſtead of their prayers, 
their oaths. Well, young men, know 
for all this God will bring you into 
judgement. | | 

1. Wilt thou poor Soul rather part 
with a precious Chri?, than with thy 
baſe company ? O unworthy Soul of 
Chriſt's bowels ! to prefer thy ſinful 
Companions before thy Bleſſed Jeſus ; 
as thoſe poor Souls preferred Barabbas 
before Jeſus. What wilt thou love a 
drunkard, a {wearer, an unclean wan- 
ton before Feſws Chriſt 2 

2. Wilt thou rather part with an 
immortal precious Soul, than part with 
_ thy wicked company? O how many 
have been damned by this one fin! 
how many thouſands of Souls have 
been caſt away for ever upon this 
rock ! while other fins have ſlain their 
thouſands, this hath ſlain ten thou- 
ſands. O how many company-keepers 
are now in Hell ! - 

3. Then canſt thou look upon them 
when thou comelt to dye, and thy 
| conſcience filled with guilt and hor- 


rour? canſt thou then look upon them 
witl 
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with delight? Canſt thou ſport thy ſelf 
with thinking or diſcourſing how 
many times you. have been drunk to- 
gether, how many times you have 
violated the Lords day together, how 
many nights you have ſpent all ga- 
ming together ? If your Cormpanions 
ſhould come in, when you are'upon a 
death bed, and ſay, Come be of good 
cheer, remember ſuch a bout, and 
ſuch a bout, how merry we were. O 
will not this. be as a dagger to ſtab 
through your heart , will not this 
wound like a ſword in the bones? 
Kemember the young tnans doleful 
ditty in the Proverbs; and thou moutn 
at laſt when thy fleſh and thy body is 


conſumed, and ſay, How have I hated Prov. 9. 
infration, and my heart deſpiſed re+ 11, 12,153 


proof 2 
4. Will not your wicked examples 
one to another here, be aggravations 
of one anothers torments in anothet 

world 2 | 
8. Poor Souls, if you will go to 
Hell for cot res that ba —_ 
pany enough there. What company is 
there there 2 There is the Devils cotti- 
G pany, 
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pany, and wicked Spirits company, As 
bleiled Dottor Preſtoz ſaid in a good 
ſence, ſo here may be faid in a fad 
ſence, I ſhall change mmy place, but not 
»zy company : Sothou mayelt ſay, thou 
mult change Earth for Hell, but not 
thy company, there 1s wicked com- 
pany enough there, 

4. Fourth hinderance to young Seek- 
ers after Chriſt is a ſpirit of flothful- 
neſs; they indulge themſelves too 
much in their own eaſe, as the Spouſe 
did, but this provoked Chriſt, and he 
did withdraw upon it. Poor Sinner, 
what man that hath been induſtrious, 
that by pains and care hath gotten 
. an eſtate, afterwards repents bim- 
ſelf, but rather looks back upon his 
diligence with delight 2 So, did you 
ever hear of any when they were to 
dye, that ever cryed out, O that I had 
not ſpent fo many dayes in the ſervice 
of God! O that I had never taken 
ſuch pains in ſeeking after Chriſt / But 
you have heard of many. on the con- 
trary, that have cryed, .Q.that I were 
. to live over my dayes and time again! 
would I ever be ſo careleſs of an im- 
morta! 
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mortal Soul? ' would I ever indulge 
my carnal floth at that rate I have 
done? would I mifs fo many precious 
ſeaſons of Grace for my Soul as I have 


done ? 


1. Poor Soul, do not many ſtrive 
and never win into the harbour ? had 
not thou need caſt off thy ſloth then ? 

2. Work out thy ſalvation with fear 
and trembling 5 who then would give 


way to fleſh ? 
3, It is a buſineſs of eternal 


conſe- 


quence, who' would be tlothful in a - 

buſineſs of ſuch great concernment ? 
4. All our diligence is little enoughz 

therefore God calls for: violence 1n 


the caſe, to take heaven b 


this is honourable. 
5. The fruit of diligence will- be 


peace upon a death bed, Be diligert 2 Pct. 2: 


y violence, 


is Peters exhortation 5 but what mo- '+ 
tive doth he uſe ? That you may be 
found of hize in peace. 

5. Fifth hinderance to young Scekers 
after Chriſt is hope of a longer leaſe 
of their lives, they hope there is no 
ſuch haſt : Some years hence, when 
they have gotten an eſtate in the 


- 


G 2 


world. 


Plal..8r, 
11, 12, 


(84) 


world,'then they will look after theſe 


things; but why ſhould they be {6 
early with Chriſt 2 will not two ſeven 
years hence ſerve? and thus they de- 
lay their ſeeking after Chriſt. 

1. It is worth confidering 3 what if 
thou do live longer and be hardened 
in fin 2 While Plants are tender they 
may be dealt with, but when they are 
grown , they are too ſturdy. Alas 
poor Sinner ! thou mayſt be hereafter 
a ſturdy ſinner, an hardned ſinner, an 
Atheiſt, a Scoffer, a Perſecutor,what if 
God ſhall give thee up after thou haſt 
refuſed to hearken unto him, and ſay 
of thee, as of 1/rael of old, But Iſrael 
would have none of me, ſo I gave them 
up to their own hearts luſts. 

2. Is it not worth conſidering, whe- 
ther the motions of the Spirit be not 
irrecoverably forfeited by fuch Souls 
as delay ſeeking after Chriſs upon 
hope of a longer day. There have 
been Souls that have irrecoverably 
forfeited the Spirits gales 3 and then 
what a ſad condition would thy poor 
Soul be in ? God hath ſaid, his Spirit 
{hall not alwayes ſtrive with man. 

3. What 
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3. What if while thou art hoping 
for a longer day,God ſhould ſend'thee 
a2 ſummons, by the black Serjeant 
Death, to tell thee, this night ſhall thy 
Soul be taken away ? It was ſo with 
him, while he was ſaying, Soul, take 
thine eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up for 
many years. 

4. What if thy day of Grace ſhould 
be over, and Chriſt wooe no more, 
tender himſelf no more, but his abu- 
ſd love turn into incenſed wrath? 

5. Confider, how thy puts off, and 
delayes have grieved Chriſt. Haſt not 
thou wearied out the Lord Jeſus , 
while he hath ſtretched his arm all the 
day long ? 

6. Conſider, how your delays will 
{ting you upon a death bed, or in an-. 
other world. O how often was [ call- 
ed,and yet delayed!The remembrance 
of every delay, will go to your hearts 
like a dagger, and bleed in.your con- 
(cience for ever. 
6.8ixth Hinderance to morning Seek- 
ers after Jeſ#s Chriſt, is, perſwaſtons of 
Chriſts unwillingneſs to receive them, 
or be found of them, becauſe of their 
G 3 unworthineſs, 
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unworthineſs. This very cafe diſcou- 
rages many a poor Sonl from ſeeking 
after Chriſt z they have taken in hard 
thoughts of :God and Chriſt. And O 
how doth Satan now haunt the Soul, 
taking all opportunities to blow up 
their unbelteving jealouſies againſt 
Chriſt. 1: 

- r, Poor:Soul, would Jeſas Chriſt 
wooe thee, 1f he were not willing to 
be found of thee 2? Would he knock, if 
ne were not- willing to: come 1n upon 
thy opening 2 Would he hold ont his 
Golden Scepter for-thee to kiſs, if he 
were not willing to: be reconciled to 
thee ? I '; 

2. Poor Soul, wonld he wait if he 
were not willing 2 What ſpeaks his 
great patience and long ſuffering to- 
wards thee, 'but his willingneſs to be 
found of thee ? Why doth he not only 
knock, but ſtand and knock 5 Behold, 

Kev.z.20? Tſtand at the door and knock : He 1s not 
yet gone from your doors, which notes 
his willingneſs to bein. MR 

3. Poor Soul, would he complain of 
poor Sinners unwillingneſs to receive 
him, if he were not willing ? IFit ſtick 

not 
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not on the ſinners fide, there then is ns 
ground for complaining on Chriſts 
fide. O the ſad complaints and groans 
that have proceeded from Chris up- 
on this account ! Tox will not come unto 
me, that ye might have life. He was 
grieved becauſe of their unbelief, and 
hardneſs of their hearts. 

4- Poor Soul, would the Lord Feſws 
Chriſt ſend his voice behind thee, ſo 
often prompting thee on to ſeek after 
Chriſt, if he were not willing 2 O how 
doth the voice ſtill keep behind thee, 
in Ordinances, im Afictions whiſper- 
ing to thee thy duty? We read of the 
Spirit, ſaying, Come. as well as the 
Bride ſaying Come ; it 1s the Spirit of 
God 1s the great maker up of the 
match , betwixt the Soul and Chriſt ; 
and this argues Chrift 1s willing, be- 
cauſe he ſends his meſſenger fo often . 
to thee upon the errand. | 

5. Poor Soul, would the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt have been fo willing to come a 
Salvation-errand into the world , it 
he were not willmg to be found of 
Sinners 2 What was Chriſts errand 
from Heaven unto Earth? He came 
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to ſeek Souls, to ſeek and to ſave that 
which was loſt; He came not to call 
the Righteous, but Sinners to repen- 
tance. Would he ſeek you, if not wil- 
ling to ſave you? O let not Chriſt loſe 
his pains, by your harbouring unbe- 
Heving jealouſies of his love ! 

7. Seventh hinderance to morning 
| Seekers after Feſas Chriſt, is, they hope 
they may repent upon a death bed, or 
ſick bed, after they have ſpent their 
youthful time in fin and vanity 3 this is 
very incident to all, but eſpecially to 
young perlans. 

I. Poor Soul, what if the grim Ser- 
jeant Death ſerve a Writ on thee un- 
awares ? If thou be ſtruck on a ſud- 
dain where then will be thy repen- 
tance ? Doſt thou know the manner of 
thy death, any more than the time of 
death 2 What if thou poor young 
man, who haſt {lighted ſo many warn- 
ings, ſhouldſt have none given thee 
when the great ſtroak comes? What 
if the Lord come upon thee in an hour 
thou looked(t not for him. 

2. What if thou be given up toa 
itared conſcience ,, on a ſick bed, or 


death 
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death bed?A ſeared conſcience at any 
time is ſad, but moſt ſad on a fick bed ; 
have not many died ſeared and hard- 
ned in fin, yea in their very youth? 
But as they lived ſo they died, with- 
out ſenſe or feeling of their ſad and 
finful ſtate. 

3.Poor Souls,what if your repentance 
then will not go with God? I think fin- 
ners,you may well have ſuch jealoxſres, 
that your repentance 1s hypocritical, 
while it 1s thus forced and extorted. 
from you, by reaſon of your fears and 
horrours that now walk in your con- 
ſciences. There is a great deal of coun- 
terfeit repentance that God will not 
take when you come to die ; late re- 
pentance 1s ſeldome true : and 15 it 
not a pitty (as one obſerves) to play 
the Courtiers with your own Souls ? 
They do all things late, they go to 
bed late, and riſe late. and dine late, 
= ſup late, and worſt of all, repent 
ate, 
4. What if thy poor Conſcience 
ſhould now cry, it 1s too Jate, thou 
ſhouldſt have done it ſooner 2 Many 
2ve thus cryed out, O no there is no 
mercy 
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merey for them, they have ſtood it 


out too long, and now they cannot 
expect any thing at Gods hand, but a 


righteous ſentence of ſeparation for | 


ever from his comfortable face. 
5. Poor Soul, how will it ſting thee to 
conſider thou might often have done 
it ina fitter time, when thou put it off, 
Ts not a time of health the fitteſt time 
for repentance? O now how will the 
conſideration of thy many calls, and 
many refuſals lie heavy upon thee |! 
8.Eighth hinderance to poor morning 
Seekers againſt Chriſt, is the prejudice 
that Satan labours to fill their Souls 
with againſt Chriſt; this 1s very inci- 
dent to young perſons, to take up pre- 
judicesagainlt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
x1. Satan labours to prejudice them 
by the paucity and fewneſs of thoſe 
that ſeek after Chriſt 3 they are but a 
few, and why ſhould you go from the 
way the multitude walks in 2 O poor 
. Sinner, would you be pleaſed to con- 
fider it is Chriſts own Dodrine, There 
be few that ſhall be ſaved 3 why ſhould 
then this be a ſtumbling block unto 
you? Have you a mind to go wa 
or 
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tor company ? Many are the travellers 
that go hells beaten road, broad is the 
way that leads to defiru@ion, and many 
there be that find it. 

2, Satan prejudices many times 
young ones by the meanneſs and con- 
temptibleneſs of thoſe that are'Seek- 
ers of the Lord Feſus Chriit. This peo- 
ple that know not the Law are ac- 
curſed ; few of the Rulers believed on 
him 3 not many wife Nobles, ec. The 
Poor receive the Goſpel. O poor 
Souls, know they are moſt honour- 
able that areſoin the account of God, 
and not of man. Since thou wert preci- 
ow in my ſight, thou 'mert honourable : 
The Righteous is more excellent than his 
neighbour. They that honour God, 
God will honour. - 

3. Satan labours to fill Souls with 
prejudice againſt Chrif?, by preſent- 
ing them with the difficulties they 
ſhall meet withal. It 1s true, you may 
meet with diſcouragement in the way, 
but you ſhall have the breaker up go 
before you, and he will make the way 
caſie, and crooked wayes ſtreight, and 
rough wayes ſhall become plain. 
| 4, Satan 
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. 4. Satan labours to fill Souls with 
prejudice againſt Chriſt from the ma- 


nifold infirmities that attend his fol- 8 


lowers ; and indeed this is a great ob- 
jection, that all Seekers after Chriſt 
do not walk fo cloſely as they ought. 
Well poor Soul, know, the wayes of 
God are the ſame, and Jeſ#s Chriſt is 
the ſame, though it is ſad there ſhould 
be ſo much ground for this ſtumbling 
block lying 1n your way. | 

5. Satan labours to fill them with 
prejudice againſt Chriſt, from the 
Croſs that attends them; and the Croſs 
of Chriſt hath been a Rock of offence 
to many poor Souls. Well but poor 
Soul, there is. a Crown annexed to 
the Croſs, they that ſuffer with him 
ſhall raign with him. Unto you l ap- 
point a Kingdom ; who were they? 
Such as continued with him 1n great 
temptations. 

The next Uſe, If morning Seekers 
be ſure and infallible finders, then it 
is a word of Caution. 

Firſt, Take heed of giving over, of 
being too ſhort breathed in ſeeking of 
Chriſt; He that believes _—_— 

: alt, 
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haſt, To ſet on this Caution which is 
of great concernment to every poor 


| Soul that hath ſet out to ſeek Chriſt, 


although it was hinted the laſt Obſer- 
vation, I will enlargeit now. 

1. If you give over, your hearts 
were never truly in good earneſt in 
the work. It 'may be you had ſome 
flaſhes of affe&tion, or ſome gripes and 
pangs of conviction, that for the pre- 
ſent ſtartled you, but yet your hearts 
were not truly in good earneſt in the 
work. Ah poor Soul, that truly ſees 
its need of Chrisf, the real worth and 
excellency that is in him, its real mi- 
ſery without him, this Soul will never 
ove over untill it hath found him, 
whom its Soul Ioveth, Is that love in 
good earneſt, that becauſe it meets 
diſcouragements, gtves over the pur- 
ſuit of the obje&t? The Spouſe was in 
good earneſt, therefore gives not over, 
but ſtill keeps up her enquiries after 
= 4 Saw you him whom my Soul lo- 
veth, 

2. If you give over you loſe the 


prize; if the racers give over they loſe; | c 
therefore we have that Caution, So 2,, 
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THe 4s you may obtain. Is not this ſad 


to be-runners and loſers, ſeekers and 
miſlers at laſt? Poor Souls, if you give 


over you will go without 3 He that Þ is 1 


continues to the end, the ſame (hall be 
ſaved, We are to run with patience 
the Race ſet before us; to run it, and 
not give over. 

3. If you give over, and fo ſit down 
ſhort of Chriſt, 1t will aggravate your 
guilt and condemnation. What, you 
that once were ſo forward in the ways 
of God; what, you that once gave ſuch 
good hopes you were truly in love 
with TJeſws Chriſt; what, you that 
were once praying young men and 
women, and nigh the Kingdom, as 
that Scribe we read of in the Goſpel, 
and to give over ? O how will this 
aggravate your miſcarriage |! and you 
"4 ſelves ſhut out, . this aggravates 
all. 

4. If you give over ſeeking, you 
will fall either into perſecution or pro- 
faneneſs; uſually this is the end of ſuch, 
When young men, while they have 
been Apprentices, and under convi- 
tions, they have ſought Chriſt, but 
' afterwards 
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afterwards fall off again, they ordina- 
rily prove, either Perſecutors of the 
wayes of God, or elſe Frofane ; this 


| is in judgement upon them. God ſuf- 


fers them to fall into theſe things, pu- 
niſhing ſin with fin; and very fad hath 
been the end of ſuch. Would you ever 
think this hopeful praying young man 
would prove a drunkard, a ſwearer, a 
prodigal ? If you give over ſeeking 
Chriſt, this I doubt will be your end. 

5. If you give over ſeeking Chriſt, 
this will be a great diſcouragement to 
others 3 you weaken the hands of o- 
thersz they will be afraid when they 
ſee you ſo ſadly drawn back , that 
they ſhould do ſo too; you' hinder 
others ſeeking after Civife 

6. If you give over lecking Chriſt, 
you cloath your Miniſters with ſhame; 
and is this the love you have formerly 
profeſt to them? O how once you 
were endeared to thoſe ſpiritual Fa- 
thers ! How could you have pulled 
out your very eyes for them, when 
they were firſt inſtrumental todo your 
fouls good 3 and tis this your kindneſs 


unto them, to put themunto ſhame ? 
mn 
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Diſappointments bring ſhame 3 1ake 
me not aſhamed of my hope, ſayes Da-ſſſ jea 
vid, O many Miniſters had hopes of an: 
you, and prayed for you, and have cec 
hoped you would be their Crows and O 
Rejoycipg (as Paul ſaid) and what now iſ Go 
prove their ſhame ? O how near this /4k 
will goto the hearts of Godly Mini ſl : 
ſters! Have not they ſaid of you, as ÞÞ| gri 
Paul (1d of them, We live, if you ftand I Chr 
faſt in the Lord. he: 
Secondly, If morning Seekers be ſure I rit 
and infallible finders, then take heed 8: : 
of a' diſcouraged frame of heart in 
ſeeking Chriſt 3 this is Satans work, to 
diſcourage poor Souls, to lay ſtum- 
bling blocks 1n their way, and tell 
them there 1sno hope, no Chriſt will 
never be found of ſuch as they are, 
hope is periſhed from the Lord, O take 
heed I ſay of this frame of heart; you 
know what they ſaid to the poor 
blind man, Be of good cheer, the Lord 
calleth thee + So do I fay unto you 
poor morning Seekers, be not diſcou- 
raged, the Lord will be found of you. 
I. A diſcouraged frame of. heart 
will open a door to hard thoughts - 
| God, 
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God. Ulſually diſcouraged Souls ate 
jealous and ſuſpicious Souls of God 3 
and alas | this will weaken: you ex- 
ceedingly in your ſeeking after Chriſt. 
O what 'a hard thought was that, 
God hath forgotten, my God hath for- 
is Il /aker.. 
| 2. A diſcouraged frame of heart 
prieves the Spirit of God 3 what, ſeek 
Chriſt with a diſcouraged frame of 
heart ? can this be pleaſing to the Spi- 
rit of God , who is the Comforter ? 
. 3. A diſcouraged frame of heart 
opens a door to conſult with Satan, 
he loves to be fiſhing in troubled wa- 
ters, and ordinarily he fits by diſcovu- 
raged Souls, helping them to conclude 
againſt Chriſt and their own Souls; 1t 
5a very dangerous thing to be drawn 
n to conſult with Satan. | 

4. A diſcouraged frame of heart 
will weaken your endeavours in your 
purſuits after Chriſt; the joy of the , 
ord is a believers ſtrength, but diſ- 
couragements weaken exceedingly. 

5. Adiſcouraged frame of heart jn 
eeking Chris?, reflefts upon Chriſt, as 


xf Whough he were unwilling to be found 
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of poor ſinners : This is diſhonout- 
able to Chrift, diſhonourable to his de: 


j 
t 


ſign of coming into the world 5 wasit ff y 
not to ſave Sinners? diſhonourable to  n 
his Promiſes 3 hath not he promiſed,  y 
He will not break the bruiſed Reed, nor | m 


quench the ſmoaking Flax & 


Thirdly, 1& morning Seekers ſhall be | th 
ſure and certain finders , then take w 
heed of delaying to ſeek the Lord Jef th 
ſus'; do not put off Ciriſt 3 take heed 
of this, becauſe that you are young, I mc 


and hope you have time before you, 
O this many times 15 a Rock that ſplits 
thouſands of Souls ; they ſay they will 
ſeek Chrii# at a more convenient time, 

7., Take heed of loſing your morn- 
ing. for. the preſent'time is only yours 
Alas poor Soul! if thou layeſt nt 
hold of the fore-lock of thy preſent 
time, thou mayeſt be undone for ever. 
O how the Lord calls on us to in 
« prove our preſent time; Work whilfſafte 


I 
Sou! 


it is to day,,'and 1f.you 'will: hearkelfthe 
to his voice, while it 1s to day ; waliſthy 
in the light,while you have'the light Yuch 


now 1s the acceptable time, 
2, Take heed of lofing your m 
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ing. You young ones, you know tot 
how ſhort your morning may be; and 
when mornings are ſhort, perſons had: 
of need be up and doing. How many 
|, | young ones have been cut off in their 
1 | moratng, in the prime of their time, 
in the lower of their youth, gone to 
x | the Grave 1n a moment, while the milk 
«© was in their breaſts, and marrow in 
e- ||| their bones ? 
Il 3. Take heed you loſe not. your 
g, | morning 3 it will be harder work to 
uf kek Chrgft afterwards, when you have 
in delayed time after time : after you 
ltave loſt the forenoon of your lives, 
ne Wit will be hard redeeming the after- 
$2000, O howrate a thing 1s tt to ſee 
a perſon. wrought on 1n their after- 
notFnoon 2 not but ſome have been met 
en} with 3 but this is not ſo ordinary. 
ell 1. The more guiltthere isupon the 
imSoul, the harder it will be to ſeek our 
hilYafter Chrz573the longer thou delayeſt, 
keiffithe more guilt thou contracteſt upon 
althy Soul. O what complaints have 
htYuch Souls uttered. O thatT had come 
to Chriſt ſooner ! but will he now re- 
ornlceive me to mercy, who have ſtood 
T4 H 2 out 
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out ſo long? Had I fallen in with Chriſt 
upon his firſt offers, and tenders, it 
had been more eaſfte to have thought 


he would have accepted me. And thou | 
wilt find this a ſtrong objection upon | 
thee 3 the heavier I0ad of guilt upon | 


thy Soul, the heavier thou wilt findit 
to draw to Jeſus Chriſt. | 

2. It will be harder for you to ſeek 
after Chriſt, after you have delayed, 
becauſe the ſenſe of your unkindnels 
to Chriſt will fill your Souls when you 
are awakened. What, ſtand outagainſt 
Chrif?, after ſo many knocks, after ſo 
many calls, after ſo many offers, and 
invitations? Thus it was with the 
Spouſe when ſhe aroſe to open to her 
Beloved, there was a little myrrhe left 
upon the handles of the lock, and then 
| her bowels were moved, (viz. ). She 
was filled with ſhame and ſorrow that 
ſhe ſhould uſe Chriſt ſo unkindly. 

3. The more a Spirit of ſloth takes 
polleſſion on the Soul, the harder it is 
co ſhake off; 


4. Take heed of lofing your morn- 
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ing, for a dark night is faſt approach- | 


ing upon you, in which you cannot | 
ſeek | 
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ſeek-Chriſt,in which you cannot work 3 

it is bad ſeeking any thing in the dark. 
[ may ſay unto you as the Prophet to 
them, Give Glory to God before he cauſe 


darkneſs, and before your feet ſlumble 15-13-15. 


upon the dark mountain. This is the 
Doctrine that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
preacht himſelf; Work while it is ts 
day, for night comes when no man can 
work. 

1. Poor Souls, what if a night of ju- 
dicial darkneſs, and blindneſs come 
upon you? What if God give you 
over to a dark heart ? He ſuffered 
ſome we read of to walk in the wayes 
of their own heart. 

2. What if a. night of temptation 
come upon you? It 15 ill ſeeking Chriſt 
under temptation. 

3. What if a night of death come 
upon thee, then thy ſeeking Chriſt 1s 
at end; there 1s no work in the grave 
where thou goe(t. What though young 
men, you be now in your morning, 
God can cauſe your Sun to ſet at noon- 
day, and bring a night upon you be- 
fore you are aware therefore loſe not 
your morning. 

| H 3 5. Take 
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5. Take heed you loſe not your 
morning 3 your morning diſcoveries 
and manifeſtations witt be your even- 


ing ſupports and confolations ;- the | 
evening of our lives is our declining | 
time, our old age. And O whata | 
mercy is this, to be laid in with com- | 
fort when that comes! What a fad | 


thing 1s that, to ſee one gray-headed, 


and forſaken of God ? As David pray- | 


ed, many have cauſe to. pray, forſake 
me not when T am gray-headed. If you 
ſeek him in your youth, he will fit by 


you when you are old, O that is aſad | 


Text, and the ſirner an bundred years | 


old ſhall be accurſed.O but there are ma- | 


ny gracious Souls that have ſought him 


while they were young, that comfort | 


themſelves with his loving kindneſs of 
old, that remember the ſweet love- 
ſtories, and paſſages betwixt Chriſt and 
their poor Soul, and at Iaſt go off the 
ſtage of this life triamphing. To fee an 
old Chriſtian go comfortably to hea- 
ven, leaning over the ſtaff of the Pro- 
miſe, and telling of nothing but his 
youth experiences of Chriſt, O what 
2 fight 1s this ! And-on the other fide, 


Fo Vas 209 


Pri «eee A LOOSE: Ae I oxfes 


I + 
4 
2] 
va 
* 
5 
P 
bln 
1 
Ge 
1 
E| 
f- 
7 
Te 
; 


(103) 


to ſeean old man, who hath nothing 
to remember, but what a drunken 
wretch he hath been, what a wicked 
company-keeper he hath been, what 
an unclean filthy wretch he hath been, 
what an oppreſſor of other men he 
hath been 3 and ſuch ſtories he can 
tell you all day : O what a dreadful 
thing 1s this ! 

6, Take heed you loſe not your 
morning;zwhen God doth awaken you, 
and get you out of your bed of fin | 
and {loth, it will grieve, and cut you 
to the very heart, that you got up no 
ſooner, that you have loſt ſo much 
time already. O how many Souls 
have been deeply wounded with thc 
ſenſe of their Joſt time 2 O what con- 
plaints have ſuch Souls groancd out, 
That I ſhould be fo long in the ſervice 
of fin and Satan, O that I ſhoufd ſpend 
ſo many years in gratifying the Juſts of 
the fleſh, 1n making proviſion for the 
fleſh, and all that while put a ſlight 
upan the Lord Feſus Chrift, as not be- 
ing worth ſecking. 

4+ Caution, If morning Seekers hall . 
be ſure and certain finders of Chris, 
H 4 then 
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4% 
then let them take heed of haſty and 
raſh concluding againſt Chrif? and 


their own Souls 3 this 1s an infirmity 


that young Seekers are mightily prone 
to in their firſt convictions. O ſure Je- 
ſus Chriſt will not be found of ſuch 
poor ſinful, vile Creatures as we are: 
we have been ſuch Ephraims, ſuch Bul- 
locks unaccuſtomed to the yoke, ſuch 
Sons of Belial, fo ſtubborn even from 
our youth up, we cannot think he 
would be found of us, though we 
thould ſeek him. 

1. Firſt, O poor Soul, do you think 
Chriſt doth not matter his word ? If 
under your. temptations you ſhould 
think he does not matter your Soul, 
yet think he matters his word. Can- 
not you ſay, remember the Word, 
Lord, upon which thou cauſfeſt me to 
hope, Do you think Chrisf 1s indif- 
ferent, whether his Promiſes be ac- 
compliſhed or no? No, no, not one 
Jota of his Promiſe ſhall fail. You may 
be diſcouraged, but the Promiſe is in 
reference to bruiſed reeds and ſmoak- 
ing flax. It is ſaid, He ſhall not be diſ- 
couraged, nor fail 5 you may, but he 
ihall not. | 2. Se- 
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2. Secondly, why, Souls, ſhould you 
think he will not accept of you, are 
not your names in his Commiſſion ? 
He was ſent to ſeek and fave ſuch as 
are loſt; and are not you loſt Souls? 
J Loſt in your ſelves, loſt prodigals. 
J. This my Son was loſt : and do you 
think he will not then accept of you? 

3. Thirdly, why think you ſo hard- 


ly of Chriſt, doth not Chriſt call ſuch ?- 


He came not to call the Righteous, but 
Sinners to Repentance. Be of good 
chear poor Soul, the Lord calls on 
thee, as was ſaid to the: poor blind 
man. But ſomething of this nature 
will fall in upon another uſe; there- 

fore I will fake now. | 
5. Branch of the Caution; then let 
morning Seekers take heed they do 
| not ſit down ſhort of Chriſt. Why, if 
| hewill be found of us, ſhould we fit 
| down ſhort of him? As it is ſaid in 
| that caſe, ſo. may I ſay 1n this; a Pro- 
miſe being left us of entring into his 
Reſt, let us not ſeem to reſt thort of it. 
There are many things morning Seek- 
ers are prone to reſt in on this ſide 
CþrifF. You may take up in your com- 
h | mon 
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mon convictions, in your conſtitu- 
tional affeftions, in yaur acquired 
gifts and parts, in your reſtraining 
grace, in a form of prafeſſion, and 
miſs of Chriſt for ever. | 

I. Firfl, take heed of reſting ſhort 
of Chriſs, many thouſands have done 
ſo. We read of the Scribe that an- 
ſwered Chriſt diſcreetly, and Jeſus ſaid 
unto him, Thou art nigh unto the King- 
dome of God : But alas, he was ſhort 
of Chriſt for all this. And alſo the 
young man in the Goſpel reſted ſhort 
of Chriſt; and alſo the fooliſh Vir- 
gins, and the Children of the King- 
dom we read of came ſhort of Chriſt. 

2. Secondly , take heed morning 
| Seekers you do not reſt ſhort of Chriſt; 
this will aggravate your miſery ex- 
ccedingly in miſſing of him. What,you 
that were within a little of Chriſt mils 
him! What, you that were in ſo fair a 
way for Chriſt , you who ſet out fo 
hopefully in the morning of your day! 
O for poor Souls in Hell, to ſing fuch 
doleful ditties, I was once convinced 
of my fin, and I was once convinced 


of my miſery without Chriſt, and I 


was {þ 
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was once convinced of the-excellency 
of Chriſt; But O my corruptions were 
too ſtrong for my convictions! and \o 
my poor Sout ſat ſhort of the Lord Fe- 


ſ#s Chriſt.” To miſcarry within a little 


of harbour, within ſight of land ; O 
what a cutting aggravation 1s this to 
poor Seamen ,” when almoſt at' their 
Port 2 So many Souls have done, they 
have been almoſt perſwaded to be- 
come Chriſtians , yet they have reſted 
ſhort of Chriſt. 

3. Thirdly, take heed, morning 
Seekers, that you reſt not ſhort of 
Chriſt. Satan,if it be poſſible, will keep 
you ſhort of Chriſt : this is Satans de- 
fign, if he can but perſwade the Soul 
to take up in ſomething on this fide 
Chriſt, in ſome notion, ſome opinion. - 
Hence 1t 1s, as foon as young people 
come under any convictions of in, 
and when any good Seed is ſowen in 
the Soul, then comes Satan with his 
Tares., Then they get, it may be,fome 
notion or opinion whereby Satan does ' 
divert them, and hinder them from 
clofing with Chriſt - And when they 
are. gotten hither, here they reſt. 

77 - Thou- 
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Thouſands - have been eternally un- 
done this way. 

3. Uſe, Is it fo, that morning Seck= 
ers ſhall be ſure and certain finders of 
the Lord Feſws Chriſt 2 then it 1s an 
Uſe of 
au 

To ſet upon the duty, and work in 
good earneſt, to loyter no more of 
your morning away, to trifle no more 
of your precions time away : but that 
you may have the comfort of the Pro- 
miſe, O that you may be found in 
obedience to the precept;z if you 
would find, you mult ſeek. O poor 
Souls, do not you-hear him Call > Call 
upon him while he 1s near, ſeek him 
-while he is to be found. What, is not 
the Lord Jeſus worth ſeeking ? he is 
Ny worth nothing. 
 - IT. Motive to ſeek the Lord in 
your morning 3 now is your ſeeking 
time 3 ſeeking will not alwayes be in 
ſeaſon, You mult do things in their 
proper ſeaſon ; there 1s a time for eve- 
ry purpoſe, now is the acceptable 
time,now 1s the day of Salvation. Now 
acquaint thy {elf with God, and be at 
peace, 
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peace,, was good counſel by Jobs 
friend. Now 1s thy only time to ſeek 
agquaintance with Chriſt. Poor Sik 
ner, there is a time in which God will 
not befound 3 For this ſhall the Godly 
pray unto hizs in a'time when he will be 
found. -- | 

1. There is aday coming, in which 
the- Spirit of God will .leave ſtriving 
with you, and then ſeeking will be 
out of ſeaſon. Can you ſeek, if the 
Spirit ſtrive not 2 What 1s that which 
puts - poor . Sinners. upon ſeeking of 


. Chriſt, bat the ſtrivings and convictt- 


ons of the Spirit ? 

2. 'There is a_day coming wherein 
the things that concern your peace 
will be hid from your eyes... Thus 
God told Feruſalem, But now the things 
that concern your Peace are hid from 
Jour eyes. You will be judicially har- 
dened. 

3. There is a day coming, in whioh - 


Gods bowels will be ſhut up in diſ- 


pleaſure againſt you. You are harden- 
ed againſt God, ad God againſt you. 
O that is a terrible Text, I will not an- 
ſwer when you call, What will God 

OL: then 
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Prov. 11 then do? TI will laugh at your Calamis 
25, 26 zy, and mock when your fear comes, 


A 4. Thereis a day coming when or- 
dinances ſhall be .incffectal . to. you, 
God ſayes, Make the beart of this peo- 
ple fat. O dreadful word, to have Or- 
dinances given to harden, and not to 
ſoften! Bat | 

5. *There is a day coming, ' that 
. death and hell ſhall look ghaſtly upon 
you 3. and will this be a ſeeking time ? 
Will not Chrift tell you , O poor Sin- 
ner, this is but a force? Now when 
you ſee no way but damnation before 
you, now you ſeek after me : this is 
only to1erve your own ends of Chriſt. 
O poor Souls, be perfwaded to: ſeek 
Chriſt before theſe dayes come upon 


- 2, Motive in the morning of your 
dayes to be ſeeking the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſuch Souls ſhall livez 1n him 

ou may have hfe, life 1s only tobe 
had in him, therefore he us called a 
Believers Life. He 1s zhe Way., the 
Trath and the Life ; and he is called 
the Living. Stone. You will notcome 
tome that you might have life. The 
poor 
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or Sinner is dead, ;while he lies at 
diſtance frotn Chrift 3 thou mayſi have 
gifts and parts, as dead bodies may be 


{tuck with flowers, and ſtrawed with * - 


herbs, but this is but dubbingthe dead; 
all this while there is no life 1n the 
man, it is only he that hath the Son 
hath life. - 

. Þ. Ferſs, They that feek Chrift have 
living influences from Chr:ft; he is the 
head, that ſcads-living influences 1nto 


all his members. © what a lupplyof 


influences is: to be bad. from Jeſws 
Chriſt! You. mult ſeek ail you have 
from ihim ; it. pleaſed the Father that 
in. him ſorld all flneſs dwell], and this 


as believers head. And we read of be- 4, 5. 


hevers being called Lively Stones, 
ative for Jeſws Chriſt 5 not only: Ghrt- 
ſtians , but lively Chriſtiats.. How 
comes this to pals? being built up in 
him, united to him, as the {uperſtru- 
ture 1s to the: foundation, the living. 
Stone fends up living influences .into 
all thatare.built upon him ; therefore 
he is the Vine,/that by hiscommunica- 
ting influences: doth keep Souls, not 
only living, bur thriviog.;. 


2, Se» 


Pſal. 22. 


27. 


Pal. 6g. 
33» 


; Gen. 4. 5. 


(112) 
2. Secondly, He communicates liy- 


ing comfort to ſuch as ſeek him. That 
is a precious Prophecy concerning 


Chriſt, The meek ſhall eat and be ſatis- | 


fied, they ſhall praiſe the Lord that ſeek 


him, your heart ſhall live for ever, They 


ſhall eatby Faith the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


and be ſatisfied, (viz.) be comforted 
in their Soul. Who ? The poor, meek, 
humble Seekers of Chriſt, in the 
ſenſe of their own vileneſs, who have 
been caſt down in the ſenſe of their 
own unworthineſs 3 for by the meek 
are meant :fuch, What. then ? They 
(hall live for everz not be rejoy- 


.ced and comforted for a while; for 


this is meant, by the heart living, it 
ſhall be revived and comforted. O but 
may the poor Soul ſay, this comfort 
will not laſt. O yes, Their heart ſhall 


live for ever. The like Promiſes we 


have inother places. 
3. Thirdly, They that ſcek Chriſt 
have living Graces from him ; we re- 


ceive of his fulneſs, Grace for Grace all 


we have mnſt be in a way of ſeeking; 


not only Grace at the firſt effuſion, 


when he ſayes to the Soul /zve, but 
| the 
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- | the hvely exerciſes of Grace are froni 
t | him. The Spicknard gives a pleaſant 
3 8 ſmell, (viz. )the Graces of the Spirit, 
Faith, and Hope, and Love, and Zeal, 
they are all exerciſed 3 they put forth 


lively acts. What is the matter ? the 
King is at the Table, 

3. Motive toſeek the Lord Jeſus itt 
the morning; of your day ;: your Reſt 
muſt be found in Chriſt. O whither 
will not a poor burdened' {in-Jadened 


hn I. 4 _— mA Oo oo” _ " 23da Hide 4 
- 


Soul go for Reſt! O what will not a 


poor diſtreſſed Sinner doin hope ts 


obtain-Reſt! Rivers of Oyl, and thous. 


ſands of Rams, if it wete poſlible to 
expiate their {1n. : /Nay, they will not 
ſtick at their firſt-born. What 1s the 
reaſon the' blind Papilts* appornt fo 
many Penances, ſo many Pilgrims, ſg 
many Faſts and Scourgings, but they 
hope theſe are expiatory? But, alas, 
all this will but be ſeeking that they 
will never find. If you will have the 
deſirable mercy of Soul Reſt, you niult 
20 to him for it, Core #nto ie all je 
| that are weary ok” laden and you ſhall 
find reſt for your Souls. The verſe be- 
| fore ſayes, I will give it, this, you ſhall 
Re I find 
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fiad it. But might the poor Soul ſay, 

Lord, if we ſeek 1t here, ſhall not we 
miſs of it > No, you ſhall be ſure to 
find it. To hin ſhall the Gentiles ſeek; 
and what then ? And his reſt ſhall be 
glorious. Some Interpreters 1t 1s true 
take it for his Church, which is Chriſts 
Reſt, it ſhall be glorious. Others carry 
it, his reſt, the reſt which he ſhall give, 
it ſhall be glory. Ic ſhall be the glory 
of a Soul to ſeek and find reſt from 
him. What 1s it you young ones 
would have ? 1s it this true ſpiritual 
reſt and peace? never think to have 
this ſhort of Chriit. 

4. Motive to ſeek the Lord Feſws 
Chriſt in the morning of your day 3 
you know not what your evening may 
prove, or your mid-day may prove. 
What if you ſhould have an afternoon 
hlled up with afflictions? do you know 
what God will fill up yourwday with- 
all ? 

1. What if God ſhould fill up your 
day with temptations > Will it not 
then repent you that you ſought him 
not in the morning ? If you ſhould be 
exerciled with that one diſmal 

| __ thought, 
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thought, that the day of Grace is ovet; 
O how 1t will grieve. you that you 
looked out ſo late after Chriſt / O 


| whata wretch am T to be ſo much be- 


hind with Chriſt, and my own Soul ! 
And O how many objections will ſuch 
a thought caſt in thy way | | 
2. What if God fill up thy day with 
ſharp tryals, with weakneſs of body, 
lofles in thine outward eſtate 2 Wull 
this be ſo fit a time to ſeek Chriſt in, 
when thou wilt have enough to do to 
bear up under thele tryals? O then 
how will thy poor Soul wiſh, thou had 
been laid in better for ſuch rainy days? 
How will thy poor Soul then grieve 
that thou made a friend of Ckrift no 
ſooner againſt ſuch a day as this? 
3. What if God towards the even- 
ing of thy day take away from thee 
the advantages thou once had for thy 
poor Soul ? It may be when thou wert 
young thou livedit in ſome Godly Fa- 
mily, which is no ſmall advantage. as 
little as young perſons matter 1t. Te 
may be thou livedſt amidſt ſome god- 
ly acquaintance, it may be thou Jiv- 
ed{t under ſome powerful Soul-ſearchs 
L 2 ing 
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ing Miniſtry,. theſe helps may be re- 
moved from thee, or thou from them, 
and O then how thou wilt be grieved, 
that thou ſought Chriſt no ſooner, that 
now thou haſt no more acquaintance 


with him. 
4. What if God ſhould give thee 


burt-a little warning or- time to look 
about thee for thy Soul, if thou ſhould 
die in four or five dayes, time; and 


then review thy loſt time, and look 
over thy life, again? O how will it 
grieve thee that thou ſtruck no ſooner 
11 with Chriſt / that now thou haſt all 
thy work to do for Eternity , that 


might have got it down long agoe. 


Now thy work to do, 'and no time to 
doit in. Formerly thou hadſt time, 
and wanted(t a heart, and now thou 
haſt a heart to1t, and wanteſt time. 
.&, Seek Chriſt 1n the morning of 
your day, and you (ſhall dye trium- 
phing at night. You ſhall go glort- 
ouſly off the [tage of this-preſent life, 
Should not we be often, remembring 
our latter end ? Is it not ſaid of Je- 
ruſalem, ſhe came wonderfully down, 


becauſe ſhe conſidered not her latter 
| end ? 
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end? Is not this to be a wiſe Virgin ? 
to get your lamps and your vellels 
ſtored with Oyl, that when the Bride- 
grome comes, and the midnight-cry 
calls, you may go-out cheartully to 
meet him. Is not this wiſdome in 
Gods Book, 0 that my people were wiſe, 
that they did conſider their latter end. 
And who is it that hath an abundant 
entrance into the Kingdom of God, 


but the diligent Believer and Seeker? > 


Add all diligence that you may be found 
of him in peace, O how many have 
died with this ſad and doletul note in 
their mouths, O it 1s now too late. 
Had I ſought Chriſt ſooner. there had 
been hope 3 but TI cannot believe he 
will accept of ſuch a refuſer of a day 
of Grace, and tenders of Grace, as I 
| have been. 

Laſtly, O ſeek Chriſt in the morning 
of your day 3 others may be drawn to 
{eek him with you, and ſay as they did 
to the Daughter of Jer uſalew when 
ſhe had ſought him diligently » Tell ns 
where thy Beloved 1s gone, that we 
may ſeek him with thee. Your being 


up in the morning to ſeek Cori? may ' 
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draw others on, and O what mercy 
would this be ? 

But by this time methinks I hear ſome 
poor Soul ſay, O that I knew where to 
find him.I would come even to his ſeat: 
but alas, young travellers muſt have 
ſome directions, and ſo muſt young 
Seckers; how ſhall we then, ſay poor 
Souls, ſeek Chriſt £ 

1. Be (ure you feek htm ſorrowing, 
as the Parcnts of Chriſt after the fleſh 
ſought him, Thy Father and T ſought 
thee ſorrowing. Sorrowing under the 
ſenſe of ſin. So muſt you ſeek him. 
True mourners are the finding Seekers, 
O that is a \weet word, They ſhall come 
with weepings , and with ſupplications 
will T lead them. They ſhall go weeping, 


ſeeking the Lord their God. Thus Souls 
muſt go to Chriſt in a through ſenſe of 


their condition. Who were they that 
ſought to the Brazen Serpent, but they 
that were ſtung with the fiery Serpent? 

2. Scek Chriſt with a high appre- 
tiation of Chriſt, Who will ſeek 
him, that doth not eſteem him to be 
the pearl of price ? But when the 
Merchant man had found the pearl 


of 
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of price, he fold all to buy it. 
Why did the Spoule fo ſeek Chrijr 
through all difficulties? He was to 
her the white and ruddy one, the chief- 


eſt of ten thouſands, We read of the PV: 3: 


happineſs of the man that finds wif- '* 
dome; why ſo? this wiſdom is Chriſt, 
and the merchandize thereof is better 
than that of Gold, ec. 

3. Seck Chriſt ſincerely, We read 
of ſome that turned feignedly to the 
Lord. O take heed of ſeeking of him 
feignedly. If your hearts be not right, 
God will diſcover them. $7202 1Mas- 
g#4 would be a Seeker, yet he was dif 
covered, we was 7# the gall of bitter- 
neſs, and bond of iniquity. 

4. Seek him perſeveringly, if you 
would ſeek him ſo as to find him. $he 
ſought her loſt-groat, untill ſhe fourid 
it. But this hath been largely infiſted 
on before. 

5. Seek the Lord Jeſus Chriſt through 
all oppoſition, as the Spouſe did when 
they took her veil from her, and the 
watchmen ſmote her; yet ſhe gave 
not over. 
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Seek the Lord while be may 
be found, call upon him 


while he is near. 


779 He CORE are the Call 
TONS of Chriſt to poor Gen- 
We tile Sinners, It is clear, 
the Prophet in the pre- 
ceding verſe 1s prophe- 
ſying of Chrij# ; and 
when he had ipoke of Chriſt : 
I. Under the notion of a leader, 

2, Under the notion of a witneſs, 

3. Under the notion of a Saviour, 
(fois meant by calling a Nation that 
knew him not, and their running to 
him, and God 'glorifying him, viz. as 
the M/eſiah, and Saviour of poor Gen- 
tiles, as well as Jewes) then the Pro- 
_ phet 
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phet gives theſe poor Gentiles a Call, 
which is the words of my Text. 

I. In the Text we have a Call, or 
Exhortation to a duty. 

2. Wehave a Motive or Argument” 
backing that Call. 

1. The Call 1s, Seek the Lord. 

2. Motive is implyed in that, 
while he may be found. There is an 
eſpecial ſeaſon for the performance of 
this duty 3 if let ſhip, your Souls will 
repent it to all Eternity. 

Let usinquirea little, what is meant 
by this Call, Seek the Loed. 

1. Heres this implyed in it. This 
people and the Lord were ſtrangers. 
This 1s. the deſcription of a Gentile 3 

Eph.2.12» x72 75 a ſtranger to the Lord, and to the 
Covenant of Promiſe. 
far from acquaintance withGod;there- 
m—_ expreſled by another word, to be 
in the far Country : So. the Prodigal 

was, which was the Gentile, for the 
elder Brother was the Jew. Now then 

| by ſeek the Lord 18 meant, get into ac- 
quaintance with him. Seek acquain- 
tance with him, as a Saviour, as a Lea- 


der. He had been ſpoke of under t 


Souls who lye 


heſe 


no- 
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notions, and ſet out to them. 
2. Seek the Lord (viz.) the willing- 


neſs of the Lord to be found of poor 


Gentile Sinners, He would never elſe 
have given them ſuch a Call. He firſt 
calls, he 1s firſt in the motion, who low- 
ed us firſt : the buſineſs doth not ſtick 
at Gods door, but at ours. 


3. Scek the Lord, (viz.) accept of 


the offers of grace while he holds them 
forth to you 1n the Goſpel. This 1s 
the great Duty called to in the Text. 
The Text then runs thus : There 1s 
both in time,and out of time,for your 
| poorSouls; there is an eſpecial ſeaſon 
of Grace you have; and upon this de- 
pends the Eternal happineſs and feli- 
city of your poor Souls. Let that {itp, 
and your. Souls are undone for ever. 
Lay hold of this eſpecial time, and 
you are happy for ever. This is the 
meaning of the. Text, Twill not always 
ſtrive with you, will not always call on 
you, —_ not always wait with offers 
of pardoning grace ; therefore before 
Icall in my Scepter, O do you ſeek 
me, 

Obſer- 
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Obſervations are theſe. 


T. The Lord Jeſus is willing to be 
fonnd of poor Gentile Sinners. 

2. There are eſpecial times of finding 
the Lord Jeſus while he 3s to be found. 

3. It is the duty of every poor Soul to 
obſerve his eſpecial times, to ſeek, Chriſt 
in. 

4. There is a dayand time in which 


Chris? will not be found, 


1. The Lord Jeſus is willing to be 
found of poor Gentile Sinners, I mult 
keep cloſe tomy Text; and it ſpeaks 
of fuch as have been before hinted. 

x. Letus make inquiry what a Gen- 
tile Sinner 1s? In the general take this 
Anſwer. | 

A Gentile Sinner 1s the worſt of 
Sinners; the vileſt of Sinners : thus 
oftle-deſcribes them, Ie who 
s by nature, and not ſinners of 
the Gentiles : They were reckoned the 


greateſt ſinners. Preach the Goſpel to 


every Creature (viz, ) Gentiles, as 
though they were not worthy the 
: name 
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name of men and women. That we L 
may ſet off the Free Grace of God in 
Chriſs to poor Sinners , let us ſee a 
'e | Scripture-map of Gentiliſm, or Gentile 
Sinners, that Chriſt 1s thus willing to 
7 | be found of. 
I. They are faid to be Idolaters. 
0 | Howbeit, then when ye knew nat God, Sil. 4.8, 
z | je did ſervice unto them, who were no © 
Gods, While they were in Heathen- 
| iſme, that 1s Gentiliſm 3 God 1s willing 
to be found pf ſuch. What though 
you have been -Idolaters ? yet ſuch 
* | may have mercy from God, In that xe,,,.22. 
| black:Catalogue of Sinners, Idolaters 
are reckoned, among the Corinthians, 
ſuch; were ſome of you. Idols are called 
the yanities of the Gentiles. 

2. Gentiles were poor ſlaves. For Tit. 3-3: 
we our ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh, diſ- 
obedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts 
and pleaſures, &'c. They were ſervants 
to their luſts : their luſts did Lord it 
over them. - Know you not you are Ser- 
vants to him whom you obey.? Yet of 
theſe poor Souls Chriſt is willing to be 
found. O do not fay then, I ama 
poor Gentile, too great a Sinner ever 
to 
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to find favour from the hands of God. 
The prodigal Gentile wasa ſlave joyn- 
ed to a Citizen to keep Swine, and yet 
God took him to be a Son ; out of the 


. field into the houſe. | 
. 3. Gentiles are poor hood-winkt | 


blind Souls. Call iz the blind and the 
halt 5 (viz.) the poor Gentiles now 
become the Lord Jeſus Chriſts gueſts, 
and the Jewes are rejetted. The God 
of this world hath blirided their eyes : 
they go muffled in 1gnorance of God 
and Chriif from day to day : yet God 
is willing to be found of them. They 
are ſuch muffled Creatures, that they 
are ſaid to feel after God. | 

4. A Gentile 1s a poor periſhing 
Soul. The poor man that was wotnd- 
ed, and lay periſhing of his wounds, is 
the poor Gentile, that 'Jeſ#s Chyift 18 
the good Samaritan to, and binds up 
his wounds, and pours oyl into them. 
We may ſay we are all poor Aſſyrian? 
ready to periſh, and yet Chriſt 1s wil- 
ling to be found of ſuch; whoſoever 
believes on him, Jew or Gentile, might 
»ot periſh, but have everlaſting life. Doth 
thy poor Soul ſay. as the poor prodi- 
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gal did, and Tperiſh for hunger 2? O Je- 
/xs Chriſt 18 willing to be found of ſuch. 

5. A Gentile 1s a poor Soul that lies 
far from God. They are the inhabi- 
tants of the far Countrey. Yox who 
were 4 far off, are brought nigh by the 
blood of Feſws. He is there ſpeaking of 
Gentiles. They are ſaid by the Pro- 
phet to be far from Righteouſneſs. Well 
poor Souls, Chriſt is willing to be 
found of ſuch. Alas, Sir, ſayes a poor 
Soul, I am a great way from- Chriſt - 
O ſo were Gentiles ; there was a wall 
of partition betwixt Ehriſt and them ; 
yet Chriſts blood took it away, melt- 
ed down the ſtones in this partition 
wall. 

6. A Gentile 1s a poor Soul with- 
out hope. Without Chriſt, without 
hope, can thou be worſe? Yet Chris? 
is willing to be found of ſuch. Alas, 
ſayes a poor ' Soul, I have no hope. 
Thou art a Gentile, a poor hopeleſs 
Soul. Becauſe they are without Pro- 
miſe, they are without hope. The 


. Heathens feigned when all was gone, 


yet Hope was in the bottom of Par- 
dora's box, implying that Hope is a 
good refuge in calamity.” 8|ﬀ 7. A 


Fph.2.13, 
L4. 


Ifa, 46. ult. 


Eph.2.12. 
Without 
hope of 
being ſa- 
ved with- 
out Chrift, 
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Rom2.24. 7+ A Gentile is one that is a blaf- 

Chripiani  phemer of the name of God. For the | C 

ſanite vis- name of God is blaſphemed through you, | G 

jog They did take all occaſions to ſpeak | + 

ſanita do- evil of God, for the infirmities of his | li 

euifſt. followers. If Chriſt had taught them Þ n 
better. they would have lived better, was 

the brand of Gentiles, caſt upon Chrift | F 

in Tertullians time. Paul tells us he | gi 

was a Blaſphemer, and yet obtained F- L 

mercy. It-1s the ſpirit of a Gentileto | fu 

ſpeak evil of his Name, becauſe of the | fo 

miſcarriages of his followers. JE 

8. AGentile 1s one that ſeeks only | 5; 

after earthly things. ' An earthly ſpirit | /* 

is the ſpirit of the Gentiles. After | & 

Mat.6.32, theſe things, ſaith Chriſt, do the Gene | nc 

tiles ſeek, It may be many poor Souls | w 

have made the comfort /' of -the Crea- || by 

ture their Summum' Bonum 5 never wi 

ſought after any thing for their. Souls || ar 

in all their lives : Yet Chriſt calls ſuch | pc 

to ſeek him 3 yea is willing to be || cc 

found of ſuch. What though thou || th 

haſt been a poor earth-worm all thy || L 

dayes ? yet if now thou ſeek the Lord, || Sc 

there is hope for thee:; if thy heart || Ji 

be in good carneſt for Heaven. | - - 

| - 5 ro Take 


Me 64 
Won 
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Take theſe Scriptural deſcriptions of 
Gentiles, to let off the Free grace of 
God'to the worlt of Sinners, 
* I. Reajon, why Feſws Chriſt 1s wils 
ling to be tound of poor Gertile Sin- 
nerss : 
1, Becauſe this was the end of the 
Fathers donarion 3 Chriſt 1s the great 
gift of his Father. Now ſurely the 


, Lord would never have parted with 


ſuch a gift as his own Son, but he had 

ſome great end infſuch a gift. Well, 

what was the Fathers deſign? He gave 

his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieves in him might not periſh but have 

eternal life : That Gentile ſinners mights,) 
not periſh to all eternity. Therefore 
we reac] of ſuch Souls being made righ 
by the blood of Jeſus 5 and through hint 
we have both Acceſs, (viz. both Jews 
and Gentiles, to the Father, &c. Viany 
poor Souls are under Objections con- 
cerning the willingneſs of God to ſhew 
them mercy. Do you think that the 
Lord would have parted with his own 
Son for you, if he had not been wil- 
ling to ſhew: you mercy ? The Pro- 


to 


Eph.2.18; 


phet tells us, He is given for a Covenant in. 45.6. 
kK h 
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to the people. for a light to the Gentiles. 

2. Reaſon, why Jeſus Chriſt 1s wil- 
ling to be found of poor Geztile ſin- 


ners, this is evident from the invitati- 


ons that he gives them to come in to 
him. O whatan invitation is this very 
Call of my Text toſuch? O how do 
the affections of Chrif# ſparkle in his 
invitations? 1. Conſider his invitati- 
ons are free: There isno merit on our 
fide, there isno ſuch thing, as worthi- 
neſs in the Creature. Chriſt moves 
freely from Arguments ſpringing up in 
his own bowels 3 My Creature will be 
loſt elſe, this poor Soul willbe undone 
for ever elſe : And as Heſter ſaid in 
that caſe, ſo ſayes Chriſt, How can my 
heart endure to ſee this evil come upon 
my people and kindred 2 So, O ſayes Je- 
ſus Chriſt, how can my heart endure 
to let this poor Soul go to Hell, and 
eternally periſh ? And thus his heart 
works freely in his invitations towards 
poor Sinners. 2. His invitations are 
affeCtionate invitations : invitations 
mixed with entreaties. T beſeech you be 
recouciled unto God. Chriſt doth not 
only invite, but becomes a ſuppliant 
to 
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to the ſinner. He comes to the Sin- 
ner, which is obſtinate and inexorable, 
and upon his knees begs the Soul for 
his ſake, for its own ſake, to accept of 
terms of mercy and reconclliation. 
3. They are importunate invitations. 
He doth not invite with an 1ndiffe- 
rency of Spirit, whether we accept of 
his terms or no, but he invites in good 
earneſt, and ſets on invitations with 
preſfling arguments, ſometimes taking 
an argument from the Souls danger, 
if it cloſe not with his invitations, 
ſometimes an argument from the Souls 
duty.,and ſometimes an argument froni 
the Souls benefit and profit ; theſe are 
importunate 1nvitations. 4. His in- 
vitations are daily and inceſlant invis 
tations. Poor Sinners are daily 1nvi- 
ted, Chriſt 1s an every dayes Solicitor 
and Suitor ; he waits to be gracious ; 
if you deny him to day, he comes a- 
ain to morrow 5 he doth not caſt off 
for every preſent denyal. 5, His in- 
vitations are univerſal ; therefore thoy 
mayſt ſay as he did, Tam invited aljo: 
O poor Sinner, God hath not exclu- 
ded thee if thy unbelief exclude thee 

K 2 ngt: 
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not. 6. His invitations are upon the 
moſt ſolemn preparations that ever 
was : AU. things are ready. - Hath he 
invited and prepared his gueſts, and 
doth not this argue his willingneſs to 
entertain ? 

3. Reaſon, why the Lord Jeſws Chriſt 
is willing to be found of Gentile Sin- 
ners, becauſe upon this account the 
Father enters into a Covenant with 
the Son to reward him. There was a 
Covenant ſtruck betwixt Chriſt and 
his Father, that upon his undertaking 
the great work of Mans Redemption, 
he would exalt him and glorifie him, 
T will glorifie thee. The Rewards of 
Chris} for Redemption-work ſeem to 

conſilt in theſe things. 
1. The converſion of Souls. 7s it 4 
V's. 43. & ſpall thing thou raiſe the Tribes of 
Iſrael? T will alſo give thee for a light 
to the Gentiles : as if Chriſt ſhould 
ſtand with his Father and ſay , But 
Lord what will become of the poor 
Gentile part of the world 2 Muſt they 
all dye in their fins and be damned? 
O the heart of Chriſt was inflamed 
with love after the ſalvation of poor 
| Sinners. 
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Sinners. Well, now the Lord gives 


him a Patent for Gentiles as well as Tit-t- 2, 


Jews; a Patent of Free Grace : this 1s 
covenanted for, betwixt God the Fa- 
ther and the Son : this is the proraite 
of Eternal Life before the world be- 
gun. He ſhall ſee the travil of his Soul, 
and ſhall be ſatisfied. 

2, His exaltation is promiſed. So 
he ſhall ſprinkle nations, ( viz.) con- 
vert them : Sprinkle them with his 
blood : an alluſion to the blood of 
the Paſchal Lamb, when the deſtroyer 


was to paſs over. And Kings ſhall ſhut Wa. 52. 14. 


their mouths at him : Shall all be ft- 
lent at the ſetting up of his Dominions 
they ſhall be convinced of his &ingly 
Office and Dignity : Not a word to 


lay againſt the Lord Jeſus as King. ,, ..,, 
Therefore ſayes another Text, Heſba// ye (wn 
divide a portion with the great : Some conquer 


read it, 7 will give him a portion amone 


the great : Heſhall have his day of vi- the £1e& 
ible greatneſs among them. Orbers .0t 

- EF # cir 
read it, He ſhall divide the Mighty as a hands, 


prey - This will be Chriſts work when 
he comes forth in Majeſty, to prey up- 
on all that and in his way to dis King- 

K 2 dome, 
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dome,whether perſons or things. Now 
this clearly demonſtrates the point in 
hand z becauſe God Covenants for 
this with him upon his undertaking 
Redemption and Salvation-work. 


Application. 


Is it ſo, that the Lord Jeſus is wil 
ling to be found of Gentile Sinners? 
Then, 

T. It informs us of the unſpeakable 
love of Jeſws Chriſt to poor Sinners. O 
how 1s it commended tous! T7 this, 
that while we were Sinners he died for 
vs greater love than this hath nd man, 

T. Is there not love in this, to be 
willing to be found of ſuch as have 
been profeſled Enemies, proclaimed 
Traytors ? The Lord hath proclaimed 
us upon our firſt apoſtaſie to be Fray- 
tors and Rebels to him 3 but yet he 
hath ſent out a proclamation of Peace; 
and look to that bleſſed proclamation, 
and lay hold of it by a hand of faith; 


Iſa, 24.5, OF, Let him take hold of my firength, 
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that be may make peace with me, and he 
ſhall make peace with me, You ſee here 
i 
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is the proclamation to lay hold on. 
And fo poor Souls, upon their falling 
in with C/yift areat peace. Is not here 
love, ſhining love to poor dark Gen- 
tiles 2 Let us ſee the Proclamation re- 


newed. I am found of them that ached 1*55-1,2 


not for me, T am found of them that 
' ſought me not. Tjſaid, behold me, behold 
me, unto a Nation that was not called by 
my Name. I have ſpread out my hands 
all the day to a rebellious people, (vis. ) 
to a company of poor obſtinate Jews, 
and lo therefore Tturn to the Gentiles. 
Behold. hereI am, hereIam; ſo ſome 
read it, as Chriſt holding out terms of 
Mercy, Life and Salvation to poor Sin- 
ners. If a man find his Enemy, fayes 
Saul, will he let him go well away ? 
O the love of Chriſt to Gentiles which 
were enemies | | 

2. Is there not love in this, to call 
theſe firſt to look after him ? Is not 
. this preventing love 2 Did T look after 
him, ſaid poor Hagar , who here ſees 
me 2 Alas, if the Lord had never found 
me out, I had never found him. He ts 
called a Shepherd that ſeeks out his 
Sheep. O heredo we run into corners 
K 4 from 
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| from this good Shepherd, untill he fol- 


low us! O what love is this ! 

3. Is there not love in this, to tell 
us there 1s a time coming when it will 
be too late to feek him ? See how free 
and ingenuous, asI may ſay, Divine 
Love is; it tells us the worlt, that we 
might be awakened to look about us. 
If you neglett but a while, follow your 
ſins for a while, ſet out your day of 
Grace for a while,then it will be over, 
and the bowels of the Lord will be 
ſhut up in diſpleaſure againſt you ; and 


'then you will ſay, as he upon his 


death-bed, 7 have told you, now all 5s 

too late, all is now too late, Ts there not 

mou love in warning Souls of danger 
efore 1t comes? 

4: Is there not love in this, that the 
Rejection of the Jews, the Cutting off 
them ſhould be the grafting in of the 
Gentiles ? O that ſuch wild Olives 
ſhould be partakers of the ſweetneſs 


.of the fat Olive ! that ever ſuch bram- 


bles ſhould be inoculated into Chrift / 
This raiſed up the ſpirit of Paxlinto a 
frame of admiration. The caſting a- 


way of the Jews, was the reconciling 


gf the world. 5. There 
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' $5, Therets lovein this, that Chris? 
was ſo willing to come as his Fathers 
Gift, as-a Commander and Leader to 
his People, as the words before ſpeak. 
See how Chriſts heart ecchoes to the 
heart of the Father in the work of the 
Salvation of poor Sinners ! 7z the vo- 
Inme of thy Book it is written, Icome 'to 
do thy will, O God. 

2. Uſe. O then let us a little admire 
the condeſcention of Chriſt in this 
thing, that he 1s ſo willing to be found 
of poor Gentiles. It is no wonder, if 
upon the head of this Divine Miſtery 
be written a verily, Yerily he tovk por 
him not the nature of Angels, but the 
Seed of Abraham. That he ſhould o- 
verlook them Glorious Creatures ; 
that Mercy ſhould come to poor gn 
tiles over the head of Angels 3 ow 
few take notice of this? Angels de- 
ſire to look into theſe deeps 3 and yet 
we do not look into them with aneye 
of holy inſpeCtion and heavenly admi- 
ration. 


3. Another word is this, If Chriſt be 


willing to be found of poor Gentile 
Sinners.it 1s then a Call to ſuch to 


ſeek 
him, 


Heb, 2.15. 


tPet.1.12, 
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him. Seek him while he may be found. 
May not I ſay to poog Sinners, as God 
argues the caſe with thoſe Jews by the 
Prophet Ezekzel, Why will ye dye O ye 
houſe of Tjrael ? So, why do poor Gen- 
tile Sinners neglect ſeeking the Lord 
Jeſus? Is not this to go careleſly the 
ready way to your Eternal deſtruGti- 
on? Isnot this the rode to your Ever- 
laſting ruine? And will not the Lord 
ſay to you one day, as the Prophet to 
them, Tour deſtrudion is of your ſelves ? 

IT. Motive to ſeek the Lord. He firſt 
1s ſuitor to you, and ſeeks you3 And 
15 not this a mighty motive ? This is 
that great loadſtone that ſhould draw 
the hearts of poor Sinners much in 
love with Chri5t : Heloves them firſt : 
Who loved ws firſt. Chriſt is firſt 1n the 
. motion. He came to ſeck and to ſave 


that which'is lo. Take that Parable 


of the Prodigal, his Father ſent after 
| him 1nto the far Country, ſought him 
_ out, This my Son was loſt, and zs found, 


Nay, Chrif is the Shepherd of the 
Gentiles, and he ſeeks out his ſheep 


in a dark and gloomy day. Alas, what 
3s,the Goſpel but Chriſt ſending after 
| | poor 
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poor Sinners to wooe them, to accept 
of terms of Grace and Mercy ? 

2. Motive to ſeek the Lord Jeſus, 
His ſeeking you coſt him dear. He 
laid down his life for his ſheep. He 
ſought you, and where did he find 
you? He found you ſlaves, and he 
muſt pay your ranſome for you. 7 have 
found a ranſome for him. His death 1s 
our ranſome. We were priſoners and 
captives, and could not be redeemed 
at alower rate than Chriſts blood. 

2. Motive. He comes from the Fa- 
ther to ſeek you. The verſes going be- 
fore are a Prophecy of Chriſt proceed- 
ing from the Father. 7 have giver hin 
for a witneſs. And frequently when 
he is ſpoken of to poor Gentile Sig- 
ners, then he 1s faid to come by way 
of donation. I have given him 2 
light to the Gentiles, He comes and 
brings commendations of his Fathers 
love to poor Sinners. Heis called the 
faithful and true witneſs of God. 

4. Motive. He came from Heaven 
to ſeek you. O what Glory he left to 
come and mind your Eternal concerns 
upon earth! I cannot, nay, what Man 
or 
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or Angel can tell you what he forſook 
to ſeek you? He ſtript himſelf of all 
his Glory, of all his Royal Robes, to 
waſh your feet, to waſh you all over. 
He left his Throne. I remember it is 
ſtoried of a King, that found a ſheep 
in a ditch,and fate down on hands and 
knees, and pulled it out with his own 
hands. The Sheep 1s thy own Soul, 
this King 1s the Lord Jeſus, the Ditch 
is thy Natural Condition in which 
thou hadlt periſhed to all Eternity, if 
he had not come from Heaven to 
have pull'd thee out. | 

5. Motive; He ſeeks as impatient of 
denyal. He is an importunate Seeker, 
he will not be ſaid nay; ſeeks like a 
beggar that will not be gone from 
your doors. Chriſt will not be gone 
from the door of thy heart, he ſtands 
and knocks; he doth not knock as he 
paſſes by, but ſtands waiting for thy 
coming out to accept of him, and cloſe 
with him ; Therefore he beleeches, 
wooes, waits to be Gracious. He comes 
in Ordinance after Ordinance, Provi- 
dence after Providence, Motion after 
Motion, and Day after Day : What 
ſayeſt 


) 
| 
| 
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ſayeſt thou poor Soul, wilt thou now 
cloſe with me? And as he did, *7lt 
thou be made whole, to the Leper? And 
O how loth togo away! when will it 
once be ? 

6. Motive. He 1s a Seeker that 1s 
grieved when he is denyed. He was 
grieved becauſe of their unbelief, and the 
hardneſs of their hearts. You cannot 
grieve Chriſt worſe than deny him, 
when he comes to make out love to 


.. your Souls, and you {light him. 


7. Motive. Hefecks poor Sinners in 


their proper months. 7 their months Jet. 2.24. 


one ſhall find them : Chriſt knows the 
months to find Sinners 1n. All theſe 
Motives are taken from Chriſt, as the 
great ſeeker of Souls. 

3. Uſe 1sof Reproof, I. to ſuch as 
neglect to ſeek the Lord, that ſeek him 
not at all. Yet they are Seekers, buc 
not Seekers of the Lord. Gentiles are 


Seekers, after theſe things the Gentiles 


ſeek. They ſeek good trading, good 
livelihoods, ec. But alas, this 1s all 


they ſeek after, Nay, we read of fome Lev. ro. 
that ſeek after Wizards, they are ſo far 3" 20.6. 


from ſeeking after God. But the Lord 
layes, 


e 
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fayes, he will ſet his face againſt ſuch. 
Do you think, poor Seamen, and you 
their wives, that this is the way to 
have good voyages, to go to ask the 
Devil his Counſel 2 Some ſcek their 
luſts, like Solozozs drunkard they ſay, 
they will ſeek it yet again. But all this 
while they ſeek not the Lord. O how 
few ſeek tothe Lord 2 What are theſe 
poor Souls ſeeking, but the living a- 
mong the dead? X 

x. See the danger of ſuch as ſeek not 
the Lord. Such poor Souls ſee no 
worth in the Lord ; and are not ſuch 
to be reproved? If Chriſt be not worth 
ſeeking, he is worth nothing. When 
we ſce the worth of any thing,we will 
ſeek after it. The object we ſeek, muſt 
be ſome good. O how negleGters to 
ſeek Chriſt do undervalue Chriſt / 

2. They never fee a want of him. 
We ſeek not, that we want not. O but 
now when the poor Soul doth ſee its 
need of him, then it doth with the 
Spouſe ſeek him. Poor Gentiles,they 
fit ſtill. Tt is the Character of a Gen- 
tile to ſit in darkneſs, Vnts-you who ſat 
in darkneſs a great light ſhined, (vis.) 

to 


Ee ES. eo Bn, 25 2 A WY 42 


(143) 


to Gentiles. They have no mind to 
riſe off from their ſeat. 

3. It will aggravate the condemna- 
tion of ſuch, that Chriſt ſought them, 
and they would not be found of him. 
How often would I have gathered thee, 
Oc. 

But there are a company of poor ſouls 
that obje&, what have we to do with 
Chrif, ſuch poor Sinners as we are? 

O poor Souls, the great Promiſe 1s 
to ſuch; To it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek : 
All poor Sinners betake them- 
ſelves to this GI s Enſign. The 
root of Feſſe ſhall ſtand for an Enſign of 
the people, to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, 


But weare dark Creatures? He cam: ryk.t.qg; 


to give light to them that ſate in darks 
neſs, and in the ſhadow of death, and 
guide our feet in the wayes of peace. 

Another Uſe 1s of Inquiry, If _ 
be ſo willing to be found of Gentile 
Sinners, what then may be the reaſons 
why poor Sinners do not ſeek the 
Lord Jeſus? O how few Seekers hath 
the Lord Jeſus! Sinners, it is true, are 
Seckers, but it is of the living among 
the dead. | 


I. Poor 
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rt. Poor Sinners ignorance of the | 


worth of Chriſt : who will or can de- | 
fire after an unknown good ? As he |} 


ſaid to the woman, If thou kneweſt the 


Mat. 13, 
4445346, 


would cry, None but Chriſt, none but 
Chriſt, Nothing without Chriſt, no- 
thing below Chri#, would fatisfie 
their Souls. The Merchant man could 
not be ſatisfied with goodly Pearls, 
after he had comggto know there was 
a Pearl of Pricehen all the goodly 
Pearls were out-ſhined by the Pearl 
of great Price, and now he 1s reſolved 
upon any terms to have Chriſt. He ſells 
all, O what difference: betwixt this 
perſon and the young man in_the Go- 
{pel, who when Chrift bid him ſell all, 
went away forrowful? O this broke 
the bargain betwixt him and Chriſ:He 
knew not the worth of Chriſt. It may 
be Chriſt is not much valued by you 
now, but ask your hearts the queſtion, 
O my Soul, what will Chriſt be worth 
upon a death-bed 2, What will Chriſt 
be worth when thy Soul is filled with 
es horrour 


gift of God,thou would ark itving water, | 
and he would giveit thee : So dol ſay, | 
If Souls knew the worth of Chriſt.they | 
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horrour of thy own guilt 2 When thor 
art a Magor Miſabibto thy ſelf ? Nay, 
it may be to all that are round about 
thee? When thy heart is made to me- 
ditate terrour? Could thou ask the 
damned in Hell what Chrij# would be 
worth to them, what they would give, 
if it could be procured, for one offer 
of Chriſt in good earneſt? It may be 
they might better inform thy judge- 
ment. - If you did converſe with awa- 
kened- dying guilty conſciences, or 
with poor damned Souls, they 
might tell you ſomething of the worth 
of Chriſt, or with Souls deeply groan- 
ihg under guilt: at firſt Converſion, of 
with poor tempted Souls: Theſe four 
ſorts of perſons can tell you what ap” 
prehenſions they have of the warth of 
Chriſt, When men know the worth 
of a commodity, it will go hard but 
they will obtain it. O what will a 
MalefaCtor judge a Pardon worth ! Sg 
doth. a poor ſelf-condemned Sinner 

judge of Chriſt, | | | 
2. ' Poor Sinners ſeek not after the 
Lord, becauſe they are lockt up under 
infidelity and: unbelief. We read of 
| = being 
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being concluded and ſhut up under un- 
belief, as cloſe priſoners under lock J. 
and key (in ar#4 cuſtodii ) they are ' 


in Satans cloſe cuſtody. 


1. Poor Sinners believe not Chriſts | 


willingneſs to embrace and entertain 


their poor Souls upon cloſure with | 


him. Untill poor Sinners be con- 
vinced of this, they can never make 
out after Chriſt, Therefore it is we 
read of Chriſts 1nvitations, and afle- 
verations, entreaties, promiſes ; all to 
demonſtrate his willingneſs to be 
found of finners, when they ſeek him. 
Alas, poor ſinners take up falſe con- 
ceptions of Chriſt; they think his 
heart is hardned againſt them, and 
his bowels ſhut up in diſpleafure, and 
they take him for their adverſary, and 
all this 1s their unbelief'; and fo are 
hindred from looking out after Chriſt. 

2. Poor Sinners believe not the Fa- 
thers willingneſs to ſhew them mercy. 
Many Souls ſtick here, though Chriſt 
hath told them, he hath declared his 
Fathers Name, and would declare it 
to poor ſinners. O what pains doth 
_ Chriſt take to convince of his Fathers 
good 
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good will ! This is the will of bim that 
. ſent me. | | 
\ 5. PoorSinners believe not an in- 
diſpenſible neceflity to cloſe with 
Chrift, They do not ſee their Souls 
loſt for ever without a Chriſt. And 
this brings me to the next particular. 

3. Poor Sinners ſeek not after the 
Lord Jeſus, becauſe they are not 
throughly convinced of their miſery 
without Chriſt, Peter did not cry out; 
Maſter ſave me or I periſh, until he be- 
gun to fink : So poor Souls cry not 
after Chriſt, ſeek not after Chriſt, until 
they ſee themſelves in a periſhing fink- 
ing condition. Perſons may fall under 
ſome convictions of their miſery, out 
alas, they are (lighty convictions, and 
ſo wear off the next temptation that 
comes upon their Soul : But when the 
conviction gets to the heart, then it 15 
hopeful. When they were prick to 
the heart , then they cryed our, er 
and Brethren, what ſhall we do 2 There 
are many convictions that get no far- 
ther than the head. But now when a 
ſenſe of miſery is clapt to a mans heart, 
it will make him look out after Chriſt, 
L 2 Let 
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Let me ſhew poor Sinners ſomething 
of their miſery without Chrife. 

1. You are without hope; and is 
not this the height of miſery 2 Hope 
doth- yield the Soul ſome relief in the 
{addeſt (condition but to be without 
hope, is to be in Hell above ground. 
What is it that makes Hell, Hell ? they 
have no hope of ever coming forth, 

from the pit there 1s no redemption, 
If a man be in Algier, hope keeps up 
his heart, that he ſhall be redeemed 
one day :- But there 1s not one priſo- 
ner of hope in all hell among all the 
damned. | | 

2. Without Chriſt you are condemn- 
ed men already. There 3s no condem- 
ation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Then it follows, they that are out of 
Chriſt Jeſus, are under the ſentence of 
condemnation. What a miſerable con- 
dition doth a poor condemned. crea- 
ture think himſelf to be in, and can- 
not reſt night nor day but thinking of 
his execution ? This 1s the caſe of a 
poor Soul out of Chriſt ; though the 

Soul be not convinced of it. 

3. The miſery of a Soul out of Chriſt 

Is 


(149) 
is in this, it is eternal miſery. -The 
eternity of the miſery is the ſting of : 
Hell, and the very emphaſis of dam- 
nation, To be miſerable a thouſand 
years, and then to come out of it, the 
very thoughts of a better eſtate would 
be ſome kind of eaſe to the oppreſſed 
mind : but their miſery is like to be 
endleſs; and this compleats the mile- 
ry. It 1s called everlaſting deſiru@ion 2 Thel, i. 
from the preſence of the Lord, &'c. This © 
brings me orderly to the next head. 
4. Poor Sinners ſeek not out to the 
Lord Jeſus, becauſe they are not con- 
vinced throughly of a future ſtate of 
_ the Soul. They are not under the 
powerful ſenſe of the Souls immortali- 
ty. Who will ſcek out to Chriſt, it 
they be not convinced that the Soul is 
' an Immortal being 2 Chriſts errand 
from Heaven to Earth 1s in vain, his 
whole ſeries of ſuffering 1s 1n vain, his 
whole undertaking of the work of 
mans redemption in vain, it there be 
no future ſtate of the Soul : But be- 
cauſe we live in a time and day that 
Atheiſm doth abound, Iet me offer by 
way. of conviction ſome few Argu- 
L 2 ments 


ments to prove the future ſtate of the | 
Soul. Alas, men look not out after 
Chriſt, becauſe they are not taken up 
with Eternity. 
1. Argument 15 taken from Chriſts 
3 Theſ, z, death, which was to deliver from wrath 
fo comie, Then there is ſuch a thing as 
wrath to come, which could not be if 


there were no future ſtate of the Soul, J 


2. Argument of a future ſtate is from 
the horrour that wicked men fee] 
ſometimes in their conſctences, when 
they are awakened. O what Magor 
Miſabibs are they to themſelves ſome- 
times! Crying out, Wo 1s them that 


ever they were born, to ſin ſuch 
wrath upon their own heads. Theſe 
are the ſparks of Hell that are gotten 
into the Conſcience in this life, this 1s 
nawing of that worm that never 


3. Argument 1s taken from the wiſhes 
of the wicked that they might dye 
the death of the Righteous, as Balaam 


4+ Argument 1s taken from the ſuf- 
terings of Saints. What will it profit a 


#ran to gain ihe whole world, aud 1 
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his own ſoul 2 which is brought in to 


the Diſciples to caution them againſt 
Apoſtafie. O, ſay poor believers, we 
may loſe our Souls, and therefore we 
may not apoſtatize from God , and 
therefore they will ſuffer the loſs of 
all. The poor people of God make a 
ſad bargain of it, if they ſuffer, and 
yet there ſhould be no reward. 

5. Argument 1s taken from the great 
deſires that ſometimes Believers have 
to be diſlolved, as Parl did ; which, 
if there were no enjoyment of God af- 
ter, would greatly be to believers loſs, 
becauſe they enjoy ſomething of God 
here. 

6. Argument istaken from the great 
Joy that many Saints have had 'n their 
paſſage into another world. How have 
they gone off the ſtage of this preſent 


life with triumph, and died boaſting 


and glorying in God ? 

7. Argument is taken from Saints 
Communion with God. If there be 
ſuch a thing here, then much more 
hereafter z what we enjoy here is but 
a drop to the Ocean. 

3. Argument is taken from mens 
L 4 natural 
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natural unwillingneſs to dye. Certain- 
_ ly there ſome thing follows death, that 
the Soul cannot endure to- think on. 
It is true, the diſſolving of the mar- 
riage-knot betwixt fach two, dear lo- 
vers, as Soul and Body, 1s tedious to 
think of, yet there is ſome preappre- 
henſionsof eternity, that trouble the 
Soul, that it cannot think of death 
with any quiet or comfort. 

9. Argument is taken from the end 
of Chrii7s appointments. God hath 
appointed the means of Grace in refe- 
rence to the ſalvation of poor Souls. 
That thou may ſave thy own Soul, and 
them that hear thee. 

Io. Argument from the endeavours 
of Satan, ſecking whom he may devour 
(or drink up, as the word is. ) Satan 
would ſpare his pains, if there were no 
future ſtate of the Soul. Now it 15 no 
wonder if poor finners feek not the 
Lord Jefus, when they lay not their 
{ouls under the convictions of the ſtate 
of the Soul after death. 

s. Poor Sinners ſeek nor after the 
Lord Jeſirz Chriſt, becauſe they are dt- 
verted by theif worldly ——_— 
an 


_ = RO 
and employments. We read of ſome 
that made excuſes, and all their excu- 
ſes were from their worldly buſineſs, 
they could not come. I have obſerved 
that young perſons who have been 
under ſome notable convictions, and 
reſolutions to cloſe with Chrii?#, and 
ſeek after Chriſt,if ever they have aba- 
ted and. cooled in their firſt love, it 
hath been when they. have entredup- 
on the world, changed their conditi- 
ons, ſet up for themſelves 3 the world 
hath ſtoln their hearts from God. O 
how ſad 1s this ! The world broke the 
bargain betwixt Chriſt and the young 
man in the Goſpel. 

O but ſayes a poor Soul, I know not 
how to ſeek Chriſt : Tam a poor Gen- 
tile Sinner that have fate in darkneſs; 
and am in my dark ftate of Gentilifm 
to this day, and how ſhall I ſeek the 
Lord Jeſus that 1s, you ſay, thus wil- 
ling to be found of me? 

1. Seek the Lord betimes. If you 
would be ſpeeding Seekers of Chriſt, 
you mult not be loyterers ; there 1s 
but 1n time and out of time. Make 
no delay therefore, poor finner,in ſeek- 


ing 
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ing the Lord Jeſws Chriſt; take the pre- 
ſent time by the fore-lock. While it 


is to day, hearken to his voice : Now | 


acquaint your ſelves with God. We 
mult take hold of the preſent time. 
They that ſeek me early ſhall find me ; 
(ſhall zorning me, the Hebrew 1s.) We 
mult in ourſeeking give the morning 
to God. It 15obſervable. in the morn- 
ing Jacob got the bleſſing ; in the 
morning the Lord looked through the 
cloud, and diſcomfited the Xgyptian 
Hoſt : Nay, Chriſt himſelf is called #he 
Hinde of the morning, the morning-ſtars 
and all to teach us to ſeek him in the 
morning. The firſt fruits were to be 
dedicated to the Lord; the firſtlin 
of every Creature was to be offered 
up in Sacrifice to the Lord : but the 
firſtling of an Aſs being ſo dull a Crea- 
ture, God would not accept it in fa- 
crifice. 

I. We ſhould ſeek the Lord early, 
becauſe the preſent time 1s the only 
time to ſeek the Lord in. Now 1s the 
acceptable time. now 1s the day of 
ſalvation, &c. Upon this monoſylable 
Now depends Eternity ( ſayes one.) 
here 
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There is a preſent time, and a preſent 
Truth for usto lay hold on. It was a 


{ good faying of him when invited to 


dinner to morrow, ſayes he, I have 
not promiſed my ſelf a [to morrow] this 
many years. Who knows, ayes Solo- 
mon, what to morrow may bring forth 2 
What is in the womb of to morrow ? 
What if thy death, nay, thy damna- 
tion ſhould be in the womb of ano- 
ther day ? We read of death and 
what was at the heels of death? and 
Hell immediately followed him. 

2. Seek the Lord early; you can- 
not promiſe your ſelves any more ſea- 
ſons of Grace. If God ſhould prolong 
your lives, your day of Grace may 
have its ſun-ſer on a ſudden); and alas, 
what good will your lives do you, 
when you are wrapt up in groſs dark- 
neſs? May not you fay already, Woe 
unto us our day goeth away! Alas, 


there is a night coming when no man 


can work. | 
3. Seek the Lord early ; If you hav 
your lives lengthened, your means of 
Grace continued, yet you cannot pro- 
miſe your ſelves any more gales of the 
| | Spirit 
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Spirit of God to breath upon you. And 


alas, what will Goſpel Ordinances fig- 


nifie to you, without the ſpirits influ- | 


ences breathing in them ? What is the 
molt precious Miniſtry you can fit un- 


der, if not influenced from the Lord, | 


by the efficacy of his own Spirit ? 

4. Seek the Lord early 3 you have 
loytered long, you have ſlept much 
of your day of Grace away alrea- 
dy. He that ſleeps in harveſt is a 
Son that canſeth ſhame ; but he that ga- 
thereth in ſummer 3s a wiſe Son, O what 
a harveſt of the Goſpel have we flept 
in ! O what a ſpirit of deep ſleep and 
ſlumber hath fallen upon us! O that 


we may all take that counſel, Up and. 


be doing, and the Lord will be with you. 
Up and be ſeeking Chriſt early. 

5. The longer you neglect to ſeek 
the Lord Jeſus, the more difficult it 
will be for you. Your very ſloth will 
take away your hearts : the more 4 
man fits ſtill, the leſs mind he hath to 
ſtir. Sitting 1s a pleaſing poſture ; 1t 
is the deſcription of Gentile Sinners, 
they ſit in FT: they are pleaſed 
With their dark ſtate ; And it 1s hard 
when 
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when we have indulged our ſloth, to 


{ ſtir up our ſelves to lay hold of God. 


2. Seek the Lord earneſtly as well 


J ascarly. It is ſaid of Chriſt, he prayed 
{ carneſtly, when in his agony ; and we. 


read of {triving toenter in at the ſtrait 


J gate. Strive to an agony 3 put your: 


Souls into an agony : So we mult ſeek 
Chriſt, having our Souls in an agony. 
Poor Souls, it may be, fall under ſome 


general convictions of their fins, and. 


they are now put upon .ſeeking the 
Lord ; but: alas, it is with a kind of 
indiffergggy of ſpirit, as/though they 
cared not whether they found him or 
not. We ſhould ſeek the Lord with 


Jacobs reſolutionz 7 will not let thee , cy \. 
go except thou bleſs me. The Spoult 2, 3, 4 


by night ſought Chri/t..: in a night of 
perſecution (ſome refer it to that nighe 
of perſecution by Antiochus Epiphanes) 
yet ſhe. gives' not over ſeeking 3 but 
did ſhe find him? No, ſhe found him 
not. Now ſhe might have fallen un- 
der ſome temptation to give over, why 
ſhould I wait upon the Lord any longer 2 
O no, but ſhefalls now upon ant earn- 
eſt ſearch and enquiry after him, and 


now ſhe finds him, 3. Seen - 
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3. Seek the Lord under the ſenſe | 
of a promile( viz.) believingly. They | 
that ſeek ſhall find. If we have not | 
our practice bottomed in our ſeeking | 
of Chriſt upon ſome promiſe, we ſhall | 
have no comfort in it. But now when | 
the Soul fayes, I will go a ſecking | 


Chriſt, but I will carry a promiſe with 
me; O this is very comfortable ! V#- 
to' him ſhall the Gentiles ſeek; and, in 
him ſhall the Gentiles truſt. This 1s the 
Great Magxa Charta of the Gentiles ; 
thou muft not ſeek to thy own Righ- 
teouſneſs, We read of ſeelihg that 
way. You mult not truſt in your ſelves, 
but zz: his Name ſhall the Gentiles truft. 
If you know not where to truſt, come 
hither, and here place your truſt. 
Many Souls ſeek Chri#?, but their eye 
of faith is not up to the promiſe in 
their ſeeking of him. h 

4. We are to ſeek the Lord in a 
through ſenſe of our loſt condition 
without him, Many Souls feek Chrift, 
but they do it not in a ſenſe of their 
undone condition. It is the Joſt Soul 
that is the right ſeeker of Chriſt. Chriſt 


- ſeeks ſuch Souls, and ſuch Souls ſeek 


Chriſt 3 
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Chriſt 3 then they are like to meet. 
That which 1s promiſed of the Jews 


It will make you ſeek him weeping, 
if you were but convinced, you were 
loſt to all Eternity, undone for ever, 
Irrecoverably miſerable, if you find 
not Chri##, The fir{tſtep to ſeek Chriſt, 
15to be convinced of ones loſt condi- 
tion. O now the Soul falls inquiring 
after Chriſt; If you ſee hin whom my 
Soul loves, tell him, Tam ſick of love. 

5. Seek Chriſt perſeveringly. Thus the 
Spouſe did ſeek Chrift untill ſhe found 


groat until the found it. The watch- 
men ſmote the Spouſe, and took away 
her veil from her, yet ſhe gives noc o- | 
ver ſeeking her beloved. The watch- 
men, either the Miniſterial watch- 
men, or the Magiſterial,upon the City | 
walls, they took away her veil (viz.) in 
a token of ſubjeCtion to Chrif# ; yet _ 
ſhe perſeveres {till ſeeking Chriſt. Ja- | 
cob wreſtled until the break of day : 
He was a perſevering wreſtler, and 
then camethe bleſling. 

6. We 


Kom, 3s 
25. 


Ia. 42: 6. 3. God hath called him. 
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6. We muſt (eek Chriſt as appoint- | 
ed by the Father to entertain poor | 
Gentile Sinners. Therefore we lee the | 
Commiſlion of Chriſt 1s to carry it ten- | 


derly towards poor Gentiles, ſmoak- 


ing flaxes, and bruiſed reeds. The Fa- | 


ther hath put this work upon him, to 
treat with poor Gentiles about their 
everlaſting Salvation : and therefore 
we mult ſeek Chriſt diſtinaly, under a 
diſtint notion, as the Father hath 
commiſtioned him. Poor Sinners get 
ſome confuſed notions and apprehen- 


flons of:Chriſt, and upon theſe notions 


they ſeek Chriſt : but. all this while 
they are ignorant of Chriſts being ſent 
as the Fathers Commiſhoner to treat 
with poor Sinners about the things 
that concern their peace.Several words 
the Spirit of God hath beftowed upon 
this thing, noting to us that it 15a mat- 
ter of ſuch great concernment.. . 

1. He hath! ſet. him forth; to be a 


Propitiation, or fore-ordained him to. 


this end and purpoſe. 
2. God; hath choſen. him, 4y Ser- 
vant whom TI have choſen. 


4. God 
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" 4. God hath anointed- hin to this 
purpote.: | 

5. God hath ſent him 5 now we 
ſhould conſider all theſe, and ſeek him 
as one thus ſent by his Father to treat 
with poor Sinners. | 

7. We muſt ſeek whole Chriſt in all 


- his Offices. As you have received the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo walk you in hint 
This 1s whole Chriſt 3 as Prophet, 
Prieſt, and Lord. And thus ſhould 
poor Gentile Sinners ſeek the Lord 
Jeſus. 


The ſecond Obſervation 1s this : 


That there are eſpecial times for $in- 
ners to find the Lord Feja# Chriit in. 
Seek the Lord while he may be found. 

We read David pointing out ſuch a. = 
time, For this ſhall every 'one that js Plal.32:6« 
Godly pray unto thee in a time, when 
thou wilt -be found : or, in a finding 
time (ſo we ſhould read it; ) Others 
read it i224 time of hitting, when Gods 
judgements go abroad; and the Lord 
hits the conſciences. But David had 
been confeſling his fins, and the Lord 
forgives him, and the ſenſe of this for- 
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giveneſs raifes his heart ſo, that he | 
breaks out thus, the Godly ſhall pray | 
unto thee in ſuch a time, in an eſpecial | 


Luk. 19. time. O Jeruſalem hadſt thou known 


41, 42, in this thy day! It wasan eſpecial time 
in which they might have found the | 


Lord, he fo ſweetly offering himſelf 
tothem in the Goſpel. Solomon tells 

us, 4 wiſe mans heart diſcerneth time 

Ecel.8. 5» ,1d judgment becauſe to every pur- 
; poſe there is a time and judgment 3 there- 


' fore the miſery of man is great npon him.. | 


So in this caſe, there is a time, an eſpe- 

cial time to put your Spiritual purpo- 

ſes into execution, to ſeek the Lord 

Jeſus in : - Therefore that was good 

Job22.20, Counſel , Now acquaint thy ſelf with 

21, God, and be at peace, and thereby good 

ſhall come upon thee. Now ſeek the 

Lord, There are ſome eſpecial Nows 

that we ſhould all improve and lay 

' hold on. Now zs the acceptable time, 

———— day of ſalvation, ec. T paſ- 

ſed by thee,; and ſaw thee in thy blood, 
and then it was a time of love, Oc. 


+ - The great queſtion will be, what 


are theſe eſpecial times,in which Chriſt 
is willing to be found ? 
| | I, When 


£2 (163) 
ij. When he offers himſelf in the 


tenders of the Goſpel. 0 Jeruſalem 
{ hadſt thou known in this thy day. It was 


a peculiar time 1n which the Lord Je- 


| Tf ſus was preached to them. Now Chriſt 
J is willing to be found of you. What 
{ is the Goſpel but Chrii? ſeeking out 


his Sheep, his voice calling in his 
Sheepz Chrii7 following poor ſinners 
with invitations and entreaties, that 
they would return unto him and live? 


| Weread of the Shepherd ſeeking out 


his ſheep. Would Chris cfier him-. 
ſelf, but that tt is an eſpecial time of 
love? O poor Souls, take. heed as 
you reject theſe offers. 1. Theſe of- 
fers of Chrift are a fruit of his blood 
if he had not died, he never had: been 
tendred to you 3 and for you-to re- 
fuſe theſe' offers, is for you to reje& 
his purchaſe, nay, for you to ttead his 
blood under-foot, and account the 
blood of the Covenant an unclean 
thing. And O how muſt this needs 
provoke the Lord, as is faid in the pa- 
rable of the Supper, when.they all had 
refuſed, the Lord was angry, and re- 
lolved that none of then thould taſte 
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. of his Supper. . 2. Theſe offers are of- | 
fers of life and ſalvation; O then take | 
| heed of rejecting them. To# will not | 
come to me that you may have life. Now | 
is an eſpecial time, you may have life. 

If a poor condemned MalefaQtor - 
ſhould but have his life oftered him, O | 


how would he be tranſported with 
joy ! And this is the caſe of every poor 
ſinner out of Chriſt; he is under a ſen- 
tence of condemnation , and Chri# 
comes and offers them their lives.- O 


then as we value the lives of our pre- | 
cious Souls, let us not rejed the offers | 
of Chriſt. 3. The offers of Chriſt are | 


unasked, unfought for by us, therefore 
it is now an eſpecial finding time, 
Thou poor ſinner doft not come forth 
and ask a Chriſt, and cry for Chriſt, 
and lament after Chriſt. O no, but 
Chriſt came out to offer himſelf to thy 
poor Soul, when thou lay dying and 
periſhing in thy blood, then he ſaid 
unto thee unasked, Live. 4. The 
offers of Chriſt are not only of his 
Grace but of himſelf : He offers not 
only what he hath, but what he 1s, to 
thy Soul. But my people would have 
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J none of me. He that hath the Son, hath 
] /ife. There muſt be an union with 
] the Son, a clofing with the perſon of 
{1 Chriſt, as well as with the promiſe of 


Chriſt. Now this is more than to offer 
Grace, yea, than to offer Heaven to 
poor ſinners. Therefore it is we read 
of the marriage of the Kings Son: and 
ſhall we deſpiſe ſuch a match as this ? 
God forbid. 5. Surely this is a find- 
ing time in an eſpecial manner , he 
offers with entreaties, and invitations 
to accept. He doth not make an offer 
and away, as careleſs whether poor 
ſinners accept or no : but he follows 
his offers with arguments, if by any 
means he might prevail with poor 
Souls, before it be too late. 6. He 
offers all he hath. O will neither his 
perſon nor his benefits take with the 
Souls of poor ſinners? All he hath 
may be yours; If he have pardoning 
mercy, it 1s yours; if he have fandi- 
fying mercy, it is yours; if he have 
comforting mercy, it is yours. He in- 
tereſts you in all his fulneſs upon your 
cloſure with him : He beſtows upon 
you a large joynture upon your mar- 
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Triage with him. All is yours. Then J + 
certainly this 1s an eſpecial finding 


time, 


( 
( 


2. The ſecond eſpecial finding time 


is; when the Spirit breaths upon fſin- 
ners in their attendances upon God, | 
We read of a certain ſeaſon in which |! 
the Angel came dawn and moved the | 
waters. There are ſome certain ſea- | 


ſons that the Spirit of God doth breath 
more freely upon poor ſinners than at 
other times 3 and theſe times we are 


to make an eſpecial improvement of, } 


The Spirit of God, it is ſaid, came up- 


on Sampſon by times. Certain briezes, | 


if yau will give me leave to call them 
{o, that come from Heaven at certain 
times. The wind blows where it liſteth. 


O but poor Souls, be ſure you loſe not 


theſe winds ; when they. ſtand fair for 
Heaven, do not let them ſhps loſe not 
a gale for Eternity, for they are eſpe- 
cial finding times. _ 1. Thefe gales 
once gone,and they are irrecoverable, 
There is no buying a wind for Hea- 
ven, if you would give all the world 
for it : one fair gale loſt, and thy poor 
20ul may Jye wind-bound unto thy 
| yery 
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very dying day. 2. Theſe gales once 
gone, and your hearts harden. Sinners 
hearts harden, as the gales of the ſpi- 
rit of God are abuſed, and ſo ſuſpend- 
ed. And O what a fad caſe will it be 


for a poor Sinner to lye upon a death- 


bed crying out, this heart of mine, as 
very a ſtone as 1t 1s, as hard, as tt 18 
now, once was breathed upon by the 
Spirit to cloſe with Chriſ#, but I ſinned 
all thoſe precious breathings from my 
Soul, and ſo by degrees hardned for 
Hell apace. 3. Theſe winds will not 
alwayes blow upon you, the wind will 
not alwayes ſtands here. Say ſo when 
under the Spirits breathings. The 
wind will not alwayes hold thas fair 
for Heaven 3 it will not alwayes blow 


in this quarter. 24y Spirit ſhall not al- 


wayes ſtrive with man. You muſt not 
think of having a trade-wind for Hea- 
ven. 4. Thefe gales muſt you givean 
account for. Why did not you move 
with ſuch a fair wind, when you had 
it ? This queſtion one day will be ask- 
ed your precious Souls. O what an- 
{wer will you give inthat day ? Did 
not my Spirit ſtrive with you ? but 
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you reſiſted it, and vexed it, and 
quenched it. Every motion you ever 
had and lighted, will come in as an 
evidence againſt you' another day. 
5. Theſe gales once gone will fill your 
Souls with horrour that you have loſt 
them ; that you were 1n ſo fair a wiy 


for cloſing with Chriſt, and yet miſs of | 


him 3 ſo nigh the Kingdom, and never 
come at it. Q how 1t grieves a man 
to miſcarry, that had oncea fair wind! 


O hadTI but taken the opportunity of | 


a wind, how happy hadTI been! Who 
can think of it, .but with dread , to 
look back upon all the motians that 
you have loſt, all the breathings you 
have loſt, and to ſay under the ſenſe 
of all theſe being loſt, Now your Souls 
are loſt too ? 

3. Eſpecial finding time 1s in a time 
of univerſal calamities and judgments 
upon nations. When the deluge is a- 
broad upon the face of the earth, then 
he is willing to ask Souls to let them 
have room in himſelf; For this ſhall 
every one pray unto thee in a time when 
thou wilt be found (and obſerve what 
follows) Sarely in the floods of great 

: waters 


”_— mA %% 589 a 2SVW SB BB OOH QI BB aA GaN 8 


(169) 


| } waters they ſhall not come nigh thee. 
1] Some Expoſitors take it of a finding 
God 1na time of general trouble and 
calamity. Therefore we have that 


ſweet counſel, Seek ye tbe Lord, ſeek Zeph. 2.3, 


| meekneſs if that you may be hid in the 


{ 4» of the Lords anger. When the Lords 


1 Judgements are abroad, he calls upon 

' poor Sinners to ſue to him, after an 
eſpectal manner. O poor ſinners, How 
can your hearts endure, or your hands 
be made ſtrong in the day that T ſhall 
deal withyou 2 (faith the Lord.) You 
will be like the man-ſlayer that had 
no City of Refuge to fly to, when the 
avenger of blood was upon him: And 
was not this a very ſad caſe 2 Well 
. may it be ſaid to ſuch, What will you 
do in the day of your Viſitation? and 
where will you leave your Glory? an 


whither will you flee for help « God ” 


would never have given that eſpecial 
counſel, when he was to march in his 
anger through Tſrael, therefore prepare 
to meet thy God O Iſrael, if he did not 


aime, it ſhould be an eſpecial time of 


finding htm. O what a Chriſt ſeeking, 
nay finding time was the plague, when 
5 death 
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day, nay every hour ? when the Grave | 
and Hell opened their mouths wide to | 


ſwallow you? 


4. Another eſpecial time of finding, | 
15, a time of perſonal affliftion : when | 
ſinners months are upon them, 7: #heir 
months one ſhall find her, ſpoken of the 
wild Aſs. So it is with a poor Sinner. 
He cannot be tamed, cannot be 
brought to hand, brought tothe hand | 
of Chriſt - but when affliction is upon ! 
the ſinner, O then it is an Ephraims 
Thou chaſtiſedſt me and I was chaſtiſed, 
as a Bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke | 
but yet the Lord tamed the Bullock. | 
' Manaſſeh as wild as he was, was thus | 
tamed, and brought to ſeek the Lord, 
when he was in the bryars and fetters. | 
Now 1s a time for the ſinner to return | 


from iniquity: (fo Job hath it) In their 
afflition they will ſeek me early, 

'5. Another eſpecial time of finding 
Chriſt, is, when the Soul is under the 
ſenſe of its bewildred, loſt eſtate and 
condition ; O then the Soul looks out 
after Chriſtz ſees itis undone without 


his 
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This put the Prodigal upon returning 


to his Father, and I periſh by hunger, 


The Lord allures the Soul into the wil- 
derneſs, it knows not what to makeof 
its condition, it is in-a wilderneſs of 
doubts and objections, . but yet Chrift 
now is found of it, and ſpeaks com- 
fortably unto it. . Now the Soul doth 
as the four Lepers in the gate of Sama» 
ria; they were under the ſentence of 
death in their own apprehenſions, and 
therefore they conclude they could 
but dye : So they reſolve to go into 
the Aſſyrian Camp3 rather than dye ' 
in the Gate they would dye in the 
Field. Thus ſayes a poor Soul, 1 can 
but dye, therefore I will go out. to 
Chris, andifT dye I will dye at his 
foot, if I periſh I periſh, Now this 1s 
a time wherein the Lord is found of 
poor Souls. 

6. Another eſpecial time, is a time 
of violent and fierce aflaults and tem- 
ptations from Satan. Paul looked up- 
on this time to be an eſpecial praying 


time. Paul beſought the Lord thrice : 2 Cor, 


and it was an anſwering time, #zy Grace 7 
zs ſufficient for thee, Satan, he is the 
great 
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great Secker after Souls, ſceking whone 


he may devour. O now the Soul runs 


from Satan to Jeſws Chriſt, to take ſan- 


Ctuary in Chrisf. Some poor Souls | 


have cauſe to bleſs God for their tem- 
ptation-experiences, upon this very 


account that Satan's aſlaults have ha- | 


ſtened them to Chriſt. Thus God out- 


ſhoots Satan in his own bow. 


7. When the Soul meets with dif- 
appointments from the Creature, this 
1s another eſpecial finding time. The 
poor Church ſpeaks as a diſappointed 


-people; Come let ws return unto the 


Lord. We have been big-bellied with 
expectations and hopes from the Crea- 
ture, but all proves but a tympany : 
come thercfore ſay they, let us return 
unto the Lord ; He will not diſappoint 
us. The Lord was reſolved to make 
up a hedge of diſappointments againſt 
the poor Church, and now ſhe reſolves 
what to do. T will return to my firſt 
Husband, it was better with me then 
than it is xow. Diſappointments have 
been the occaſion of the converſion of 
many. The Prodigal would fain have 
filled his belly with the husks the 
Swine 
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Swine did eat.z3 here was his. deſire : 
no man gave him to eat 3 here was his 
diſappointment. And what then does 
he reſolve on? O then he reſolves to 
ariſe and go to his Father. 


Application. 

. Is it fo, that there are ſome eſpecial 
times of finding Chriſt 2 then it is a 
word of counſel. O then let no ſuch 
times ſlip you ! Lay hold of the fore- 
lock of your eſpecial times. There is 
time and opportunity, and we diſtin- 
ouiſh betwixt them : opportunity 1s 
time filled up with ſeaſons of. Grace. 
O be ſure then poor Souls you redeem 
opportunities, ' It 1s the ” Jet counſel 


that the Apoſtle gives them, Redeem 
the time; and the reaſon 1s very co- 1 


gent, for the dayes are evil. & man 
hath a fair wind 3 he hath waited long 
for itz and now it 1s come about, he 
will not neglect it. O when the wind 
preſents, be ſure then you take it! O 
poor Soul, haſt thou not laid long 
without a wind fbr Heaven? Well, 
now 1t 15 come about, O then im- 

prove 
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prove it. O poor Soul, put not off 
theſe precious gales; ſay not, come a- 
gain to Morrow. | 

I. Theſe efpecial ſeaſons and times 
you muſt be accountable for. And can 
you anſwer it before the Great God, 
Sinners, that you did trifle with thoſe 
ſeaſons that did concern your immor- 
tal Souls? God puts every Sermon up- 
on account, every Sabbath upon ac- 
count, every Motion, nay, every Con- 
viction upon account 3 they are all 
bookt down in Gods book of Remem- 
brance 3 and though you have forgot- 
ten them, yet he hath not. O what 
horrour will fill your Souls, and what 
confuſion of face will be upon you, 
when you ſhall be called toan account 
for all your eſpecia] times of finding 
Chriſt? 2. Theſe eſpecial times of 
finding Chriſt, are ot all perſons pri- 
viledges. He hath not dealt with all 
people as with you, How many parts 
of the world that never were enriched 
with the tenders of Goſpel-grace as 
you have been, but lie in the rubbiſh 
of ignorance and ungodlineſs? Nay, 
how many that have lived under the 
ſound 
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found of the Goſpel, and yet the Go- 


ſpel is hid to them, and ſuch ſouls are 2 Cor. 4:3 


loſt? And ſhall your Souls be privi- 
ledged above others in the being un- 
der theſe eſpecial ſeafons, and you not 
improve them 2 3. Theſe eſpecial 
times if you let {lip, you will be hard- 
ned and rivetted in your fins. After 
men have ſinned away the day of 
Grace, O then they grow worſe and 
worſe. Then their poor Souls do 
ſwim dowa the ſtream of all manner of 
prophaneneſs. Have you not often 
obſerved it, that after finners have 
worn off their. Convictions they have 
been more careleſs, more prophane, 
more reſolute in their courſe of fin ? 
4- Theſe eſpecial times if you let them 
ſlip, it may be, you ſhall never have 
ſuch times again. My Spirit ſhall no 
ove ſtrive with man, His bowels will 
be ſhut up 1n diſpleaſure againſt you. 
You may out-live the breathings of 
the Lord upon your Souls. And Oif 
God ſhould awaken you, and cauſe 
you to reflet upon what hath paſt be- 
twixt God and your Souls, O then it 
may be you will cry out, O that it 
were 
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were with me as in months paſt! © 


for one of the Motions of the Spirit 
of GodI have ſleighted ! O for one of | 
the Convictions I have murdered ! j 


5. Theſe eſpecial times will exceed- 


ingly aggravate your ſin, in ſtanding | 


out againſt Chriſt, A woe was written 


upon the head of Capernanm and Beth- | 


ſaida. - O when Chris (hall ſay, what 


have you to ſay for your felves 2 was. 


not I tendred unto you? was not [ 


offered with all the benefits of my | 


death ? but you would none of me. 
O- now how will ſuch poor Souls run 
tothe rocks, yea be fit to creep into 
the holes of the ragged rocks for the 
Majeſty of the Lord? | 

2, Word is a word of direftion. 
What ſhall we do by way of improve- 
ment of theſe eſpecial times, or how 
ſhall we improve them ? 

1. Would you improve theſe eſpe- 
cial finding times 2 Then 1. Lament 
ſenſibly over your loſt time. Lapſed 
time goes to the heart of a poor con- 
vinced (inner : nothing doth cut ſo 
deep, as the confideration of trifling 
away golden ſeaſons of Grace. It _ 
tne 
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the chatge the Lord brought in as 
| 07" ens gave her ſpace to repent, 

xt ſhe repented not. O fora poor foul 
to reflect upon the time that 1s paſt, 
then 1t will cry as Job did in that caſe, 
G that it were with me as in months that 
are paſt ! O that I might enjoy one of 
the dayes of the Son of Man, that I 
have fo lighted ! The Apoſtle tells 
us of ſome who for the time mighc 
have been Teachers of others, but alas 
they had loſt their time. If you loſe 


 buta tide-time, you can fret at that, 


and be impatient : O how many tide- 
times have you laſt for Eternity ? Eve- 
ry appointment of Chriſt,in which the 
Spirit of Chriſt breaths, is a tide-time, 
O how many market-dayes for Hea- 
ven have your Souls loſt? And can 
you remember them, and not lament 
over them ? S 

2. Would you improve theſe eſpe- 
cial finding times ? Conſider then, you 
cannot miſ-improve, neglect theſe, but 
you put a {leight upon Chriſt. O how 
dangerous is this to put a {leight upon 
the Lord Jeſus, when he is willing to 
be found of you! What a ſleight was 
©2701 N that 
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that they put-upon Chriſt, when they 
made all their excuſes, they could not 
come ! when Chriſt tenders himſelfand 
is refuſed. Therefore he complained, 
but my people would have noxe of me. 
For the Lord Jeſus Chrift to leave the 
boſome of his Father, the Glory of 
Heaven, and be clothed in, and mar- 
ried to our nature; and be made a curſe 
for us, and after all this to be ſlighted 
by a company of poor ſinners 3 O what 


monſtrous ingratitude is this ! Would 


we ſlight a Relation, a Friend, an Ac- 
quaintance thus? Is not this to be 
highly uncivil to Feſas Chriſt? O how 
do poor ſinners put their 1ncivilities 
upon Chriſt ! | . 
>, Would you not miſ-improve thefe 
eſpecial finding times? then conſider 
how this grieves Chriſt. When he came 
nigh the City, he wept over it ; what 
was the matter? this wasthe confide- 
ration that did draw tears from Chriſts 
eyes, that they had enjoyed an eſpe- 
cial time, and day of Grace in which 
Chriſt was willing to have been found 
of them. O that thou hadfh known in 
this thy day, ec. / We Tread alſo: of 
oak thoſe 
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thoſe that refuſed the tenders of Chriſs; 
the maſter of the houſe was angry at 
them. O take heed of angring Chriſt, 
poor ſinners, 1t1 this reſpect. Kiff the 
Sun le5t- he be angry, What if he be, 
and you periſh from the way 2 When his 
wrath 3s kindled but a little. Bleſſed 
are they that truſt in him. O who can 
ſtand before the wrath of the Lamb ? 
Yea, what can cover us from the wrath 
of the Lamb? O what ingratitude is 
this, to grieve him for loving you, to 
requite him evil for good ! Is this 
your kindneſs to your friend 2 Will 
you thus requite the Lord, O you 
fooliſh Souls 2 Do you thus anſwer his 


Pl, 2.ult- 


love 1n coming from heaven upon . 


your errand ? It is ſaid, the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt was grieved becauſe of their 
unbelief, and the hardneſs of their 
hearts, You would not willingly 
grievea Relation, a Father, a Mother 5 

and will you grieve Chriſt e 
4. DireFion. Would you not miſ- 
improve theſe eſpecial finding times ? 
then live in the conſideration of what 
depends upon them. Upon theſe times 
depend your eternal conditions { ups 
N 2 on 
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on theſe monoſyllables depends eter- 
nity ; upon theſe Nows, theſe preſent 
gales, and (eaſons of Grace. We ſay 
of ſome buſineſs, that we are very ſoli- 
citous about, there is much depends 
upon it. It 1s a matter of grand im- 
portance. This 1s the caſe ; thy lay- 
ing hold of theſe ſpecial times, is a bu- 
fineſs of great moment, as much as 
your immortal Souls are worth. O 
that every time you prayed,you might 
ſay, this is for eternity : and every 
time you heard a Sermon,O poor Soul, 
this 1s for eternity. As that great 
Painter ſaid, propter aternitatem pingo: 
So ſhould every poor ſinner ſay of his 
duties. Write Eternity upon the head 
of them. I have read of one that liv- 
ed many years in a Cave under the 
earth among multitudes of Gnats, to 
the wonder of many ; he was inſenſi- 
ble of their diſturbances: and the rea- 
ſon given 1s this, he was come thither 
to contemplate eternity. SodolT ſay, 
the conſideration and contemplation 
of eternity would make you forget 
the world and the comforts of it, when 
you make your approaches to God. 

5. Would 
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5. Would you not miſ-1mprove 
theſe eſpecial finding times? O then 
live much in the conſideration of the 
worth of your Souls. You cannot 
ſlight the ſeafons of Grace, but you 
ſlight your own Souls. O that that 
word were daily before you, What 
ſhall it profit a man to gain the whole 
world and loſe his own ſoul 2 It is one 
of the firſt conliderations uſually that 
ſets a poor ſinner upon looking out 
after Chriſt, What will become of my 
Soul, if I dye in this condition ? Am 
I not eternally undone ? and then 
what am I better for all the traſh I 
have gathered together 2 What gain- 
eth it the Hypocrite, when the Lord 
ſhall take away his Soul ? x. Confider 
your Souls are Heaven-born Souls , 
from above, breathed in by God ; and 
will you ſlight them ? 2. A fpiritual 
being. 3. An immortal being. 4. A 
being that cannot be fatished with 
any ſublunary objects. 5.' A Soul ca- 
pable of Communion with God here. 
6. Capable of the fruition of God 
hereafter. 

3. Uſe, 1s a word of examination, 
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ar inquiry. Are there ſome eſpecial 
times and ſeaſons in which Chrisf 1s 
willing to be found ? Then have ever 
your poor Souls found Chriſt intheſe 
t1mes? Is not this an inquiry worth 
following? By being fornd of Chris, 
I mean as the word explains it, cloſed 
with Chriſt, When Chriſt and a poor 
Soul meets, a poor Soul takes Chriſt, 
and accepts of. him upon the terms of 
the Goſpel, and Chriſt takes a poor 
Soul : for as there 1s a taking and re- 
ceiving of Chriſt,{o there 1sa receiving 
on Chriſts lide, 

7. It your Souls have found Chriſt, 
then you have ſeen your Souls in a 
ioſt, and bewildred condition, this 
my Son was loSf, and 3s found. He was 
bew1ldred 1n his far Country, but now 
his-return was his finding time. Chriſt 
uſually meets with the Soul in the wil- 
derneſs, 1 will allare her into the wil- 
derneſs, and ſpeak comfortably to her. 
© how is a poor Soul at its firſt find- 
ing Chriſt bewildied and loſt, cannot 
tell what to make of his condition, 
fees nothing but miſery before it, ſees 
gothing but Hell gaping upon him , 
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cryes out, it is undone; and without 
hope ! : | 
2. If you have found Chr:if7 , then 
you will (ell all, part with all for him. 

You read of the Merchant man that 

when he had found the Pearl of price, 

he ſold all to purchaſe it. Some take 

it, he fold all his {ins he fo dearly lov- 

ed before, parted with them : Some 

take it, he parted with all his own 

Righteouſnels, which we are naturally 

as loth to part with as our Sins. O 

 {# thus did Pax/, when he accounted a/ 

things dung and droſs in compariſon of 

the excellency of Chriſt Feſus my Lord, 
They that have found the Lord Jeſus, 

they do not ſtand with him. We read, 

this was that which cauſed the young 

man in the Goſpel to leave Chriſt, he 

\ could not part with all, he had great poſ- 
ſeſſzons. Now you are like to be try- 

ed, whether you have found Chriſt 

or no. If you have found the Lord 

Jeſxs Chriſt, you have not only been 
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7 


+. sf Bo v'S pied) }N| ga ty Y 


convinced of fin, and fo ſeen your loſt 


condition 3 but you have been con- 
vinced of Righteouſneſs. There are 
many Poor Souls that ſtick at their 

| N 4 convictions 


Mat. 13, 
44 » 
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convictions of fin, and get no further, 
and prove like foolifh children, that 


| ſtay long in the place of breaking 


forth : but all this while throws and 
pangs are put upon the Soul to pre- 
pare for the birth, yet the Soul hath 
not cloſed with Chriſt, The poor fin- 
ner is but now like a man convinced 
of his diſeaſe, and ſees his miſery, but 
is atan utter loſs for a remedy. O but 
now the convictions of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriit to pardon, and freely 
Juſtifie the ſinner, this is the remedy. 
A ſight of fin, without a ſight of Chriſt 
15 no converting work. You may be 
convinced of your fins, and dye in 
them, and go to Hell in them. When 


the poor Prodigal was found, O then \ 
the beſt Robe (wiz. Chriſts Righte- | 
ouſneſs was to be fetcht forth and put 


upon him. Now poor Soul, did thou 
ever take thy flight to Chriſts Righte- 
nuſneſs, to be found in him? When 
the poor Infant we read of, was found 
out in its blood, what did God ? ſayes 
theText,he caſt kis (kirt over it, (viz.) 
the skirt of the robe of kis righteoul(- 
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now know how you part with him. 7 


| found my Beloved (layes the Spouſe.) 


O but it was after long ſeeking! And 
now doth ſhe hold him with as ſlack a 
hand of faith as ſhe did > O no, I wi# 


4. If you have found Chriſt you will 


hold him, and will not let him go. O 


now the Soul reſolves nothing ſhall ſe- 


parate him from the love of God in 


Chri5t Jeſus. 

5. It you have found Chriſt, you 
will commend him unto others, and 
ſet him off to others, that they may 
ſeek him alſo. Thus did the Spouſe, 
This is my Beloved; and ſhe commends 
him in every part, from Top to Toe. 
And what is the fruit of this ſetting 
forth the excellency of Chriſt ? We 
will ſeek, hinz with thee. Lovers will be 
commending one- another. O how 


doſt thou ſpeak of Chriſt doth thy 


' Soul tell others what a Beloved thy 


Beloved 1s 2 what a blefſed Chriſt, 
thy Chriſt 18? and ſay, this 1s my Be- 
loved, and this is my Friend 2 » 


We are now come to the third 0b- 
ſervation I 


3 


b -. 


Jer, 8, 7* 


Fccl. 3.6. 


(186) 
Tt is the eſpecial duty of poor ſrnners 
to obſerve thoſe times in which Chriſt 
will be found.: (eek him while he may 
be found, &*c. | P 
There is but in time, (we fay) and 
out of time. Mariners will obſerve their 
winds,and be ſure not to neglect them, 
be it night or day if they. be preſent. 
Merchants will obſerve their Marts, 
and not neglect them, that they may 
buy the Commodinies at the beſt hand. 
Nay, we read of other Creatures ob- 
{crving their times 3 to ſtir up poor, 
careleſs, ſtupid man. The Ant ob- 
ſerves her time, and in- Summer layes 
up for Winter 3 and the Prophet ſays, 
The Swallow and the Stork, know their 
appointed times, and obſerve the time of 
their coming. O how doth God com-. 
plain of man, that his miſery 1s great 
upon him, becauſe he knows, not his 
time 2 By obſerving of them, we are to 
underſtand laying hold of them, ta- 
king theſe times by the fore-lock, and 
improving them to the utmoſt advane 
tage for the ſpiritual good of your im- 
mortal Souls. We read therefore that 
excellent Counſel of the Apoſtles Re- 
deeming 
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deeming the time : An alluſion to Mer- 
chants, that obſerve their Mart-times, 
who will be ſure not to negled& rhem. 
Every poor believer, and every poor 
ſinner ought to be obſervers of rhe 
times in this ſence. They ſhould ob- 
ſerve when the Lord ſtrives and 


| breaths with their poor Souls in his 


Ordinances. They ſhould obſerve 
how the Lard allures and draws their 
hearts after himſelf. Therefore it is 
we have ſuch eſpecial times pointed 
at by the finger of God, that poor ſin- 
ners might not miſs of them. God 
points at them in the word that they 
may be obſerved. Now acquaint thy 
ſelf with God. There is but a Now for jo 2x, 
it, a preſent time for it : this loſt, and 22. 

thy Soul is loſt for ever. You muſt not 
think to put it off and ſay to wzorrow - 
No, the. Lord ſayes Now 3 and ſhould 
not you ſay, Lord, why not Now £ O 
do not ſay, come again at a z2ore c072- 
venient time. Chriſts time is the moſt 
convenient time, and this 1s Chriſts 
time. Now is the accepted time, Cc. 


See how the finger of Free Grace 2 ©% 6: 


2 


points out the time, O poor Soul,now 


» 


thou 
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thou mayſt be accepted of God, and 
laid in his bolome : Now his heart is 
open, now his arms are widened, ex- 
petting thy running in thither 3 and 
if thou miſs of this accepted time, thou 
wilt for ever be rejected of God. Now 
or never 1s the language of Chriſt inan 
_ 3-7» Ordinance. Hearken to his voice while 
: it 3s to day. See ſtill how God points 
at the preſent time. While it if to day. 
It may be you may be dead to mor- 
row; why may notI fay, damned to 
morrow 2? Who knows what to mor- 
Luk: 12, row may bring forth? - We read of 
” opening to Chriſt immediately. O 
poor ſinners, you ſhould not delay the 
buſineſs, but ſtrike in with Chriſt while 
he is beſeeching of you. 

I. Reaſon, Poor Sinners ſhould be 
obſervers of Chriſts times. This the 
Lord calls to; and if we do not this,we 
turn a deaf ear to this bleſſed charmer. 
O what a pity it is, that a poor Soul 
ſhould be deaf to Chriſt ? As though 
Chriit only preached hell and damna- 
tion, and his Fathers difpleaſure. And 
alas, poor ſinners, it 1s the quite con- 
trary 3 he preaches Heaven to you, 

Salvation 


&# mm 


Eh: wm DH  —_—_ 


* OO % rw 5 fw heiw 4 ( foo 


(189) 
Salvation to you. This day, ſaith he, 
poor Sinner, ſalvation is come unto thy 
houſe, It you will not come to him, he 
will come to you with his Salvation. 
This makes me remember that ſweet 
call of Chriſts1n the Prophet, Hearker 
anto me Ko noe ws that are far — 
from Righteonſneſſ, O poor Gentile 
Sinners, that are afar off from me, nay, 
that do oppoſe me : yet ſayes he, Z 
bring near my Righteouſneſs. One would 
have thought it would have been, You 
ſtout-hearted I bring near my wrath, 
I bring near my judgements : Ono bur 
Gods thoughtsare not as our thoughts. 
He calls ſuch to accept of his Righte- 
ouſneſs, and his Salvation, and ſhall we 
be deaf to ſuch calls? What a call is 
that, Hearken to his voice while it is 
to day e Chrift calls to poor Sinners, 
that they would lay hold of their eſpe- 
cial times. ® 
2. This is complained on by God. 
The Calls of God, and the complaints * 
of God do both ſpeak it. And O this 
hath been complained on of old. O 
what a complaint was that of Chriſt 
againſt Jeruſalem, O that thou badfſs 
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known in this thy day, &c! And this 
complaint came from Chrift weeping. 
He came nigh the City} and wept over 
it, Surely 1t is ſome notable Sermon 
Chriſt preaches, now he weeps: O this 
was it, that Fersſalexzz did not know 
her day. And at another time, How 
often would I have gathered thee as a 
Her gathers her Chickens under r 4 
wings, but ſhe would ot be gathered. 
I would have gathered them mto me, 
gathered them out of their fins, ga- 
thered- them out of the world; my 
armes were ſtretched out to that very 
end, but they obſerved not their. ga- 
thering times. Alas, what are the ſea- 
ſons of Grace but Chriſts gathering 
times ? He ſees, poor Souls are like a 
Lamb in a large place, and they will 
wander and wander untill they drop 
into the Pit, whence there 1s no Re- 
demption, it Chriſfs compaſſtons do 
not gather them. 

3. We are to obſerve our efpecial 
times in which-Chri# wilt be found, 


elſe we receive the Grace of God in 


vain. Payl writing upon this ſubject, 


with 


(191) 
with him that you receive not the Grace 
of God in vain; and then follows, Z 
have heard thee in an accepted time,@e, 
He had been 1n the preceding Chap- 
ter ſpeaking of the Miniſtry of Recon- 
ciliation,now ſayes, We beſeech you that 
you receive not this Grace, (viz. of the 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation) 7» vaiz 3 
which you will do, if you obſerve not 
that now is the accepted time, that now 
3s the day of ſalvation. The end. of 


Chriſt 1s fruſtrated if you. obſerve not - 
theſe times in which he 1s willing to - 


be found. for he offers himfelt in order 
to acceptation. O how ſad would this 
be for ſo many Sermons of Chriſt, of 
his Love, of the Riches of Grace, to 
be in vain! For Chriſt to ſay, I have 
laboured in vain, I have ſpent my 
ſtrength for noxght, and in vain. It 1s 
ſpoken in the perſon of Chriſt. Is it 
not a pity free Grace ſhould ſpend 
its breath in vain ? O what will fingers 
have to fay or anſwer the Lord, when 
the Lord Jeſus ſhall ſay to: them, O 
how many Sermans of my own Love, 
of my Fathers Love; did I preach to 
you, but who hath believed my re- 

port ? 
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port? All theſe were in vain. I could 
not be credited by you, though I came 


from the boſome of the Father to. 


preach all theſe things unto you. 

4. Sinners are to obſerve thoſe eſpe- 
cial times in which Chrift 1s to be 
found, becauſe upon theſe eſpecial 


times depends Eternity. The eternal | 
condition of a poor Soul depends up- | 


on one of theſe Nows. That very mo- 
tion of the Spirit of God, which it 


may be thou ſhghteſt,or that very Ser- 


mon it may be thou refuſeſt to hear,or 
upon the very conviction thou ſmo- 
thereſt with thy worldly enjoyments 
or employments, it may be upon theſe 
very times did depend your eternal 
conditions. That Sermon thou was 
not at, might have been the means of 


thy Converſion. As1 cloſe with theſe 


Calls of Chriſt, fall in with theſe mo- 
tions of the Spirit of Chri#f, ſoit will 
be with my Soul to all Eternity, O 
did but ſinners think of this one thing, 
this one Truth, how ſerious would it 


make them in their obſervation of _ 


ſuch times? Now this is for eternity, 
this motion, this ſtriving of the Spirit 
' | of 
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of God with my poor Soul. If any of 
you were going to Sea on a voyage, 
and all that you were worth depend- 
ed upon that voyage, and if you mil- 
carried you were undone, wives and 
children undone.O how careful would 
you be to obſerve your time, your 
winds, your markets ? This 1s the caſe ; 
thou art engaged in a voyage that all 
thou art worth is concerned in, nay 
infinitely more than thou art worth, 
even thy precious Soul; and if thou 
miſcarry 1n this voyage thou art un- 
done,.even undone to all Eternity. Q 
then what a mad man art. thou that 
obſerveſt not what may tend to the 
ſecurity of thy great venture (27s. ) 
thy precious Soul ? Obſerve then thy 
ales for this voyage 3 it 1s either a 
making or a marring voyage. 

5. Sinners are to obſerve Ckriſts 
times, when he is willing tobe found, 
becauſe theſe times loſt will aggravate 
the condemnation of poor Souls.Chriſt 
hath not tendred himſelf'fo toll as he 
hath done to you. O how many Souls 
have lived and died without the tcn- 
ders of Chriſt * How many that ne» 
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ver heard of a Chriſt ? as they ſaid, 
We have not ſo much as heard of an 
Holy Ghoſt. How many that fit in dark- 
neſs, and the ſhadow of death 2 How 
wany parts of the world that are the 
dark places of the carth,full of the habita- 
tions of Cruelty 2 You donot hear ſuch 
Sermons in Txdia as you do in Eng- 
land; you do not hear Chrift ſo preach- 
edand tendred at Gainy, at Jamaica. 
Suppoſe thoſe poor 1rdians and Na- 
tives that you converſe with there, 
ſhould know what you have heard of 
Chriſt here, and what you have pro- 
teſled of Chriſt here, they would cer- 
tainly, ſeeing no-more of Chriſtianity, 
no more of likeneſs to Chriſt among 
you, certainly they would ſay , this 
Chriſt 1s an Impoſtor, and this Chri- 
ſtianity a cheat, a deluſion to gull the 
world withal. Therefore upon this 
account it ts that a woe was denoun- 
ced againſt Chorazin and Bethſaida 
If 1 had never ſpoken wnto you, fayes 
Chriſt, 0 had not had ſin. O Sirs, if 
Chriſt had never been preached to 
you, never been tendred to you, ne- 
ver belceched you, never wooed you, 
you 
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you had been under leſs guilt : but 
now your fin remains; and how can 
you eſcape, who have negle&ted fo 
great ſalvation? You may think to 
eſcape, you may think you have ſome 
back door to creep out at ; but alas, 
how can you eſcape (as Chriſt ſaid to 
the Phariſees) the damnation of Hell? 

6. Theſe times of Chriſts being wil- 
ling to befound will not laſt alwayes. 
O what ſtronger reaſon to obſerve 
them ! 11y Spirit ſhall not alwayes ſtrive 
with man. You think, poor Sinners, 
that I will alwayes wait on you, al- 
wayes wooe you, alwayes beſeech 
you : O no poor Sinners, times are 
coming on that my Bowels will be 
ſhut up in diſpleaſure againſt you, my 
Bridge of Mercy ſhall be drawn, and 
my Gate of Mercy ſhall be ſhut, aiid 
then what will you do? O poor Sin- 
ners, what ſtanding will there be with- 
out in that day? what crying, Lord, 
Lord open unto xs £ Do you think to 
have a trade-wind to heaven? do you 
think the wind will alwayes blow fair 
in your voyage for Eternity ? The 
time is coming that the Lord Jeſus (as 
2 it 
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it is ſaid of thoſe Angels) wilt keep 
the winds in his hands, and not fuffer 
them to blow on a poor Soul. That 
was good Counſel of our dear Lord, 
work, while it is day, the night comes 
wherein no man can work, Your day 
will not alwayes continue, the night 
comes. May 1t not be ſaid by many 
poor Sinners, Woe unto us, our day go- 
eth aways And alas poor Sinners, the 
night 1s no time for working 12. 

7. Reaſor, There are no Chriſt-find- 
ing times beyond this life. No Chriſi- 
finding times in the Grave, whither 
we are all going. That 1s excellent. 
counſel, what thox findes? to do, do it 
with all thy might. Now 1sthe doing 
time, this preſent time 1s only the do- 
tng time : and the reaſon 1s. very co- 
gent, for there is no work in the Grave 
whither we go © then it 1s paſt time to 
work for Heaven, to work for an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, O that word is aſad 
word, it zs pait time. Asthe Tree falls 
ſoit lies to all Eternity 3 there 1s no 
turning of 1t on the orher fide. O then 
poor 'Souls had need look to it, and 
make ſure when they fall, they fall 
| right, 
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right, that they fall Heaven-ward. 
When you die, thea all the tenders of 
Chriſt ceaſe. 

8. Reaſon. Becaule it is not long 


that Chriſt will call, that Chriſs will 


offer himſelf to be found of you. The 
Mart-dayes for your poor Souls will 
not long continue 3 the ſhadows of the 
evening are ſtretched upon us, the 
Sun of the Goſpel declines apace. 
Time is ſhort 3 Goſpel-time is ſhort, 


life-time is ſhort, liberty is ſhort 5 God 


1s cutting us ſhort. O now how ſhould 
we obſerve the finding times of Chriſt / 


Tt is ſaid, the Lord began to cut Tirael eons 
ſhort + but now the Lord hath been I 


cutting Ergland (hort a great while; 
cutting us ſhort of Trading, of Liber- 
ties, of Priviledges; and all that we 
may obſerve the times of Chris, in 
which he is willing to be found. The 
Angel within a little time will ſwear, 
Time ſhall be no more. 


Application. 


Is it ſo, that Sinners ſhould obſerve 
theſe times of Chriſt? 1, It doth in- 
| O 2 form 
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form vs of the great ſtupidity and 
ſenſeleſne(s that 1s upon the Souls of 
poor Sinners naturally. They go on 
in the neglects of Chriſt untill the Lord 


| Jeſus meet them, and ſtop them. They 
. do not conſider. Nay, it was the com- 


Iſa. 1.334» 


plaint of the Lord againſt his own 
people, that: they were worſe than 
brutes, The Oxe knows his owner, aud 
the Aſs his maſters cribs, and yet my peo- 
ple do not know, they do not conſider, 
O the bruitiſhneſs of our hearts! The 
Turtle and the Crane obſerve the time 
of their coming , ec. The Plalmiſt 
cautions us, be not as the Horſe aud as 
the Mule, that want underſtanding. O 
may not every poor Sinner, when God 
comes to convince at firſt the Soul, fay, 
Surely T am more brutiſh than any man ? 

2, It informs us that it 1s not the 


having times of Chriſts offering him- 


ſelf, but it 1s the obſerving of theſe 
times, that we- are eſpecially to look 
after. It is indeed a great Mercy to 
have them, bur it is a greater to ob- 
ſerve them. - We may ſay in this caſe 
as in that, who zs wiſe, will obſerve theſe 
thingroand the prudent ſhall know them. 
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There are many poor Souls who are 
now in Hell, that have lived under 
the Calls of Chriſt, under the offers of 
Chr:5f, What ſay you to Chorazin and 
Bethjaida 2 You may hear Chriſt forty 
years together preached 3 nay , you 
may profeſs Chriſt 5 nay, you may fol- 
low Chriſt for loaves many years, and 
after all this be Caſt-awayes; nay, a 
man may preach Chriſt, and at laſt be 
a Caſt-away. 

3. It informs us, that the Spirit of 
God doth not alwayes breath alike, 
and ſtrive alike. The Spirit of the 
Lord came upon Saxpſor by times : 
and the Angel came down at a certain 
ſeaſon. - The wind of the Spirit blows 
by guſts many times upon poor Souls, 
it blows where it liſteth, and it blows 
when it liſteth : It may be, nox in that 
Ordinance thou expectedſt moſt, but 
in that Ordinance thou expected(t 
leaſt. Or ever I was aware my Soul made 
2e (-(ayes a poor Creature) like the 
chariot of aminadab.There is a ſet time 
to favour Z7or : So there 1s a ſet time 
for:the Spirit of God, both to con- 
vince and comfort the poor Soul. 

| O4 4. It 
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4. It informs us, that in every poor 
Sinners miſcarriage to all Eternity , 
there 13 room to juſtifie God. We mult 


not think to lay it at Gods door, as 


too many would do ; but we muſt lay 
of, 13.9. It at our own doors. 0 Iſrael, thou haſt 
deſtroyed thy ſelf. Perditio tua ex te 


will be the 279tto written upon Sin-. 


ners backs in Hell. Will not God fay 

Jer. 4. 18. to them, Theſe things have your own 
| wayes and doings procured unto you £ 
O then will not every poor guilty 

Soul, cry out, O! O my ſelf was the 

cauſe of all theſe! O how often did 

Chriſt wooe re, invite me, call on-me, 
beſeech me to be reconciled to him ? 

but wretch that I was, hard hearted 
wretch that I was, I had no room for 

him, my heart was ſhut againſt him, I 

ſhut him out of my heart, and now for 

everT muſt juſtify him for ſhutting me 

out of his Heaven. 

5. It informs us what a great evil it 

' 1s to put off Chriſt when he 1s willing 


to be found. O how many fay of 


Chriſt, and to Chriſt, as he did to Paul, 
Come at a more convenient time and 
T will hear thee. They are too buſie 
with 
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with the world, they have no leifure, . 


I no time,and they deſfire'to be excuſed. 
1 © what if'the Lord ſay to ſuch, as he 
did to them, They ſhall not taſte of his 
Supper £ O Sinners, do you think Chriſt 
will be thus dallied with, to ſay to 
morrow, tomorrow, and Chriſts voice 
is to day, to day? Do you think 
Chriſt can be mocked'or deceived? Tt 
is true, -the Goſpel is called the word 
of his Patience ; but do you think'it 
is impoſſible to weary his Patience ? 


Do not: we read the Prophet com-_ 


plaining of the Jews, To# have wearied 


man, and will you weary God alſo 9 O Ia. 7.13 


Sinner , doſt thou know. what thou 
doeſt to delay thy ſtriking in with 
Chriſt 2 What if God take thee at thy 
word when thou fayeſt, Depart from 
me, for as yet T deſire not the' 1 eealedes 
of thy wayes ? What if God'ſhould re- 
folve, as Moſes ſaid to Pharaoh, I will 
never ſee: thy face more £ Where wert 
thou then? and what « ſad condition 
would thy poor Soul be in then ? 

2. Uſe. Is it ſo that poor Sculs ſhould 
obſerve Chriſts times in which he is 
willing to be found ? then it is a "oy 

| © 
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of Reproof to ſuch as put off Chri#7, 
that obſerve not theſe times. May not | 
the caſe be expoſtulated with ſuch 


poor Souls, as God did with the peo- 


ple of T/rael by the Prophet Ezekiel, | 
why will you dye O houſe of Tjraels O 
poor Sinners, why do you neglect ſuch |} 
great ſalvation? why do you dally | 
and delay in a buſineſs of infinite mo- | 
Ment and eternal conſequence? Is the 
* ſalvation of an immortal Soul a jeſting | 
matter? are Heaven and Chriſt indif- | 


ferences ? O why then poor Souls 


ſhould ye not ariſe from your ſloth, | 
and ſhake your ſelves, and reſolve to | 


have a Chriſt how dearly ſoever you 


come by him 2 May not Chriſt fay to 


poor Sinners that loyter in their mo- 
tion Heaven-ward,as was ſaid to them, 
why ftand you idle all the day long £ 

1. Are not-fuch poor Souls to be re- 
proved? This, is the higheſt ingrati- 
tude and unthankfulneſs in the world ; 
that Chriſt ſhogld make offers, and be 
willing to be found, and you put a 
{light upon him, and you not obſerve 
them. Is this your kindneſs to your 
friend ? Will you thus requite the Lord 
O foot- 
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O fooliſh people and unwiſe £ 

2. Are not ſuch Souls to be repro- 
ved? This ſpeaks great infidelity and 
unbelief. Is not this the reaſon why 
Chrit and poor finners make not a 
cloſure, they donot believe he is wil- 
ling toreceive them, to embrace them, 
to _ them. This croſs-iron bolt 
and bar of unbelief lies betwixt Chriſt 
and a poor Soul, and was it not this 
that grieved Chriſt ? He was grieved 
becauſe of their unbelief, and hardneſs of 
their heart. Their Souls were doubly 
bolted againſt the Lord Jeſus. O poor 
{inners, after all C4riſ# hath promiſed, 
all he hath ſuffered, all he hath done, 
that you ſhould ſlight Chris, when he 
is willing to be found of you, is not 
this fad ? 


3. Are not ſuch to be reproved > 


You will obſerve times for your world- 
ly ſecular advantages ; you will ob- 
ſerve a Summer ſeaſon to go into tne 
Countrey for the air, if your bodies 
need it; you will obſerve times to 
take phyfick in; you will obſerve your 
winds tofail in; you will obſerve your 
marts and fairs 5 you will obſerve your 
_ Change- 
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Change-time,and all this for your out- 
ward advantage: and alas, you negle& 
your eſpecial times and. ſeaſons for 
your Souls. All theſe things are but 
your outward concernments, but there 


are things that concern the peace of 


your immortal Souls, and how do you 
look after them ? | 
3. Uſe. Is 1t ſo that the Lords find- 
ing times ought to be obſerved by 
poor Sinners? Then it is a word of ex- 
hortation to poor Sinners, that they 
would take eſpecial notice of ſuch 
times; that 1t may nat be ſaid of you, 
as is ſaid in that caſe Job ſpeaks, The 
Lord paſſed by on my left band, aud on 
my right hand, and T perceived him not. 
For God to be near a poor Soul in an 
Ordinance, in a motion of the Spirit, 
and the Saul ſee him not, for the eyes 
of the Soul to be held that it knows 
him not, O haw ſad 1s this! O delay 
not to lay hold of Chrif7 at ſuch times. 
7. Your delayes will provoke and 
diſpleaſe Chriſt. Chriſt loves that Souls 
ſhould cloſe with him without delays. 
We rread of ſome that delayed the 
Matter, and fell to framing — 
an 
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and the Lord was angry with them, 
and ſaid, They ſhould not taſte of his 


1 Szpper. The Spouſes delay to open to 


Chriſt ſo diſpleaſed him, that he did 


4 


withdraw from her,and fhe paid dear- 


ly for her delay. Now did he ſtand 
waiting, untill his Jocks were filed with 
the drops of the night 2 

2. Your delays are diſhonourable 
to Chriſt, They diſhonour him, as 
though he were not to be truſted , 
when he: calls for Souls to cloſe with 
bim, to open to him immediately, as 


though there were no great danger, 
as though it were but a dallying, jeſt- 


ing matter, and you could do it when 
you would, even at your leiſure, 

3. Your delayes will prove dan- 
gerous te your own Souls. We ſay 
there is danger in delay 3 and O how 
true is that in Soul caſes! What if 
God ſhut up his bowels in diſfplea- 
ſure? Whar if he will be gracious no 
more 1n viſiting you, in breathing up- 
on you, in knocking at your doors ? 
What if the Lord do withdraw from 
you, and ſay he will wait no more 
upon you, ſtrive no more with yarn 

ne 
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but paſs that Sentence upon you, Left 
them alone,let them wander like a Lamb 
in 4 large place. O poor Sinners, you 


are in danger of all this, and much | 


more by your delayes to obſerve 


Chriſts times of being willing to be 


found. - 

4. Your delayes will make your 
falling in with Chriſts finding times, a 
great deal more difficult. Yea every 
day it will be more difficult than o- 
ther. Sin and corruption will grow 
ſtronger, Satans temptations will- be 
more violent. The longer a Soul 1s 
held in a ſnare, the faſter it is. 

x. It will be more difficult, you 
will have fewer motions of the Spirit 
to call you out, and thruſt you out to 
cloſe with Chriſt, Delay to anſwer 


the Spirits breathings, doth put him. 


upon withdrawing. When poor Sin- 
ners have ſo often quenched the Spt- 
rit, the Spirit lets them alone, and 
ſtrikes ſparks of holy motions and re- 
ſolutions there no more. 

2. It will be more difficult, your 
ſelves will have leſs heart to it. The 
longer a poor Soul lies ſnoring in the 


be 
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{ bed of fin, the leſs mind he hath to 
{| get up. And indeed ſuch ſouls fel- 
dome get up, untill the cry of fire, 
fire (I mean hell fire ) get into their 
Conſciences. The longer a man fits 
upon a ſeat, the ſtiffer he is, and the 
unfitter he 15 to {tir and riſe; ſoit will 
be in this caſe. 

3. It will be the more difficult, be- 
cauſe guilt 1s every day more con* 
tracted. The more guilt, the leſs 
mind to cloſe with thoſe times in 
which Chriſt is willing to be found. 
It is with a Soul in this cafe, as it was 
with our firſt Parents 3 they were 
afraid, when they ſaw they were na- 
ked, and they hid themſelves.. Guilt 
is for running away from God. | 

4. It will be more difficult, Satan 


will be ſtronger with his oppolttion. ' 


His temptations and objeCtions will 
get faſter hold of you. If you had 
ſought Chriſt ſooner, if you had early 
in the morning looked after him, hap- 
ly he might have been found of you : 
but now fſayes Satan, it 1s too latez 
your day of Grace is paſtz now his 
bowels are ſhut up in diſpleaſure a- 

oain(t 
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gainſt 'you.! - Such objections will 
make dreadful work with poor guil- 


ty Souls, O:1t' muſt needs be fad 
when Satans . objections get into our | 


Conlciences. 


5. It will be the more difficult, be- | 
cauſe the ſenſe of former delayes will 
fill the heart for the preſent with jea- | 


loufies, and miſgivings"of God and {| 
Chriſt, Alas, I heve ſtayed tod long, | 


{ doubt 1t is now palt time ;3 will he 
be found of me, at this time of the 
day ? will he receive me that come fo 
late 2 will he not tell me there is no 
room for one thatehath dallied and de- 
layed ſo long ? O ſuch jealouties will 
exceedingly hinder the Souls falling 
in with Chriſt, - 

5. Your delayes, to obſerve Chriſt; 
times in which he is willing to be 
found, may in time bring a hardneſs 
of heart upon you ; and O how fad 
would this be > Take heed your 
h:arts be not hardned through the 
deceitfulneſs of fin. You think you 
can cloſe with Chriſt another time as 
well as this, in another Ordinance as 
well as this, in agother duty as well 
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as this; and alas, ina little time you 
come to be hardned by your delayes. 
We are come now to the fourth 
and la(t' Obſervation in the Text. 

There is a' day and time in which 

-: Chriſt will not be found, as well as 

2 day and time in which Chriſt will 

be found. 

Though Chri#f offer himſelf to poor 
Sinners now, yet he will not alwayes 
do ſo; his Golden Scepter of Free 
Grace will not alwayes be held out : 
As there is a time to hold it out, ſo 
there is a time to take it in. Though 
he call long, wait long, knock long, 


yet he will not alwayes ſtand at your 


doors. Therefore we read of open» Luk.12.35 
ing to him immediately. He will 
mark the coor and be gone. Weread 
of.a very ſad judgement upon T/rael : 


They ſhould come and ſeek the Lord 


with their Herds, but ſhall not find __ 
him, for he hath withdrawn himſelf jef free 
from them. O what a ſad caſe was , "4g 
that of the Spouſe to ſeek her belo- | 
ved, and could not find him ! but yet 

at laſt ſhe recovered a ſight of him : but 

it 1s far ſadder to ſeek him and never 
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find him. but for a poor Soul to be 
ſealed loſt Soul to all eternity. 
We read of Eſax ſeeking the birth- 
right,yea with tears, but yet could not 
find it. Chriſt lamented over Jeruſalem 
under this conſideration, but ow they 
are hid from thine eyes 3. now it 1s paſt 
time. 

But the great inquiry will be-this ; 
What are theie times in which Chriſt 
will not be found ? For as we haveup- 
on this Text ſhew'd the times in which 
Chrift will be found, ſo we muſt ſhew 
the contrary, the times in which Chriſt 
will not be found. 

r. When Souls are ſhut-up, and ſeal- 
ed up under obduracy and judicial 
hardneſs of heart. Give me leave to 
diſtinguiſh betwixt a natural obdura- 
cy of heart, and a judicial obduracy of 
heart z betwixt being under hardneſs 
of heart, and being ſhut up under it. 
This wag up, and giving up is an 
Act on Gods part z ſo he gave up to 
their own luſts; 7 gave ther over tothe 
arbitration of their own hearts : Some 


ROM1-23 read it, The Lord pait an AG of Trade 


And now their time 


tion upon them, 
and 
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and day of Grace is over ; now the Soul 
is delivered up to the Gaovler,. and is 
ſhut up cloſe priſoner, ſentence is paſt 


upon him, and cannot be recalled.But 
poor ſouls know this, you firſt reject 
God, and refuſe the ſweet offers and 
tenders of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 5 you 
put God upon this by your ſinning a- 
gain(t him:So the people of 1/rael did, 


for God waits long, and wooes long, 
and exerciſes great patience before he 


thus give up poor ſinners. | 
2. Time in which Chriſt will not be 
found, is, when poor Souls ſeek him, 
but they ſeek him feignedlyzas it is ſaid 
of the children of 7rael, they turned to 
him feignedly. Poor Souls ſhould ſeek 
the Lord with their whole heart ; and 
to ſuch ſeeking there is a promiſe 3 42d 
you ſhall ſeek me and find me, when you 
ſearch for me with all your hearts:there- 
fore it 1s, the Lord hath called for the 
heart in our ſeeking of him 3 14y Sor: 
give me thy heart 3 notthy tongue,nor 
thy head,nor thy hand; but thy heart. 
The kidneys were offer'd in ſacrifice to 
the Lord, to teach us he regards the 
inwards, the integrity of our hearts in 
” 2 Our 
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our ſacrifices. Chriſt loves to be ſought 
to in good earneſt with all your hearts, 
The divided heart was found faulty. 
3. When poor Souls ſeek h1m ſJoth- 
fully. Weare to ſeek him diligently. 
Weread.toteach us this leſlon.that the 
Aſs, the firſtling of an Aſs was not of- 
fered to Cod in ſacrifice, and Snails, 
thoſe ſlow-paced creatures were un- 
clean creatures. We&,ſhould not be 
flothful in ſeeking Chriff, Will he be 
found of the ſluggard?When theSpouſe 
ſought Chriſt in Bed, he would not-be 
found of her. The Spouſe at another 
time indulged her ſelfin her ſJoth,and 
then Chriſt would not be found. | 
4- Another time in which Chriſt will 
not be found.is, when you have griev'd 
and quenched the motions of his ſpirit: 
now he will withdraw from you and 
will not be found; then he fayes, his 
ſpirit ſhall not alwayes ſtrive with man. 
When do poor Sinners grieve the 
Spirit that Chriſt will not be found? 
i. When they refuſe him, though he 
hath ſtood long knocking at their 
doors and waited upon them. Thus we 
ſce he did by the Spouſe, he waited 
long, 
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long, untill his locks were filled with 
the dew of the night, and yet ſhe 0- 
pened not to Chriſt ; and you ſee how 
11] Chriſt took this, and did withdraw 
upon it. O poor Soul, how long haſt 
thou made Jeſs Chriſt ſtand and wait ? 
But know he will notalways thus wait. 
2. When we believe not his willing- 
neſs to receive us, then we grieve him 
and cauſe him to withdraw. He was 
grieved becauſe of their unbelief, and the 
hardneſs of their hearts, ſaith the Text. 


| It was faid of Zjrae! by the Lord, how xyn, ;4, 
long will this people provoke me £ and 17. 


how long will it be ere they believe me, 
for all my ſigns and wonders 2 Unbelict 
puts God to his How-longs : Therefore 
the Prophet complains, perſonating 
Chriſt, who hath believed our report.&*c, 
Mult it not needs grieve him when vou 
do not beheve him ? 1. He promiſes to 
you mercy and pardon, poor finners, 
upon your coming over to cloſe with 
him; and would it not grieve any, to 
have the moſt ſerious and ſolemn pro- 
miſes {lighted 2 To be look'd upon as 
a perſon unfaithful, this takes Gods 
200d name from him;his name is faith- 
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wlneſi : Is not he faithful who hath pro- 
funds 2. He h >. fk his Father 
to declare, this 1s the heart of the Fa- 
ther alſo; and this muſt needs grieve 
him that you ſhould nat credit his Fa- 
ther ; that he ſhould come from Hea- 
ven to Earth with ſuch an errand,and 
cannot be truſted. If you ask, but how 
comes he to be ſo well acquainted with 
his Fathers heart? He tells us, he lay 
in his Fathers baſome.therefare he can 
tell beſt how it beats toward poor fin- 
NErs. 3. He hath ſealed with an oath 3 
As Tlive ſayes the Lord, I delight not in 
the death of a ſirner. O ſurely the Lord 
wauld gladly have poor finners to be- 
lieve his love. As one ſayes, O happy 
man, for whoſe ſake the Lard ſwears ; 
O unhappy man that will not truſt a 
{wearing God ! The oath of God is for 
confirmatiqn of Gods gaod will to 
= Squls. O how muſt it then grieve 
im that he cannot have his oath be- 
lieved? 4. O how it grieves him now 
he hath ſealed this love with his blood! 
Herein Divine Love is cammended 
to poor ſinners, that while Enemies 
£briſt died for them, 5. It muſt needs 
: 0 grieye 
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grieve him, not to believe him after ſo 
long waiting upon them. Now when 
we have thus griev'd him, he will with- 
draw,'& not be found of poor finners. 

5. Time 1n which Chriſt will not be 
found of poor Souls, is, when ina time 
of mercy & proſperity we have \light- 
ed him, and yetin a time of judgment 
and calamity ſeek him, but only ſeek 
him by being affrighted at his judge- 
ments. J/rael forgat God in their Pro- 
ſperity, and how did God take it 2and 


he ſaid, TI will hide my face from them. 1 Pſal, 32, 
will ſce what their end will be. God *** 


now in a time of judgment will not be 
found of them, becauſe in a time of 
proſperity they had lighted him. 
Therefore we read the Prophet Ferexy 
threatning T7/rael, that the Lord will 


give them his back, and not his face in Jer. 8. 17. 


the day of their calamity. Now O what 
a dreadful thing is this in a time of ca- 

amity and common judgment,to have 
no God to look upon a people! Togo 
 -tohim at ſuch times 1s not to make him 
our choice, but anly to make him our 
refuge : and if we make him not our 
choice 1na time of proſperity, can we 
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expe& he ſhould be our refuge in. a 

time of calamity? What a ſad word 

was that, Go to the Gods whom you have 

ſerved, and ſee if they can deliver you. 
Application. 

Are there times in which Chriſt will 
not be found? 1. It informs of the folly 
of poor ſouls that trifle in ſeeking Chriſt. 
O why ſhould we dally in a matter of 
ſuch moment, . a mattet of eternal con- 
ſequence? Be not deceived poor lin- 


ners,Chrift will not alwayes wait upon . 


you, not always be willing to be found 
of you. The time 1s coming that his 
bowels will be ſhut up in diſpleaſure, 
that he will be gractous no more, that 
his mercics will be clean gone for ever- 
more. O then why do you tritte now? 
will the gates of mercy alwayes {tand 
open? will Chriſts armsalways be held 
wideopen? 1, Here is great folly in 
mritiing 1n ſeeking Chriſe, 1t 1s a matter 
ot eternal conſequence. There 1s no 
irifiing in great caſes. We {ay we mult 
ve ſerious, 1t 18a matter of great con- 
zernment, Of! Soul-concernments are 
great concerninents. It I miſcarry (fays 
4 man ) in this delign, T am prdone. O 
teu 
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then he will be mighty watchful and 
careful : So fayes a poor Soul, 1f I miſ- 


carry in this great buſineſs, if I miſs of 
Chriſt, I am undone, yea to all eternity 


undone. 2. O the great folly of trifling 
in ſeeking Chriſt / This is all the rime 
you have to ſeek him in. When a 
man hath a work allotted to him, and 
he muſt do it in ſuch a time, elſe 1t can 
never be done, O what folly it is to 
trifle that time away allotted for that 
work ! and this is the caſe ; this preſent 
life-time is your allotted time to ſeek 
Chriſt,to get acquaintance with Chriſtz 
and after the hour-glals of this prefent 
time be out, you will never have more 
time for this work. There 7s no work in 
the grave whither you go.l often tel! you 
the grave 1s too dark a ſhop to do any 
Soul-work in. 3. O the folly of trifling 
1n ſeeking of Chriſt / ere long it will be 
paſt time. Is not this great folly, to tri- 
fle when time goes ſo faſt away? If you 
vere like to have-a long day, you 
might ſay ſomething, ſinners, for your 
trifling : but to have a ſhort day, and a 
great deal of work, and to triflle any 
of it away,this muſt needs be great fol- 
ly, Weread of time being ſhort. 2. It 
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2. It informs us of this, that though 
God wait long, yet he will not wait | 


alwaysz my ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive 
with man. You may weary God as the 


Prophet ſays,Tox have wearied man,and 


will you weary God alſo 8 He will be 


gone from your doors,after long ſtand- | 


ing and long knocking. 


3. It informs of the wiſdome of ſuch : 
poor Souls as ſeek himin a day and | 
time when he will be found; wiſdom : 
obſerves to take its fitteſt times and ſea» | 
ſons. There is much in timing actions, | 


O now this Soul and heavenly wiſdom 
1s all for obſerving its ſeaſons. Hergthe 
fooliſh Virgins miſs'd it ſadly;they did 
not obſerve their ſeaſons for getting 


oy1 into their lamps. :. Is not this wil- | 
dom to ſeek the Lord while he may be | 
found? this will lay you in againſt the | 
moſt tremendous and terrible diſpen- 


fations that can come upon earth. Wiſ- 
dom appears much in foreſight, and in 
laying ſomething in for a rainy day. O 
poor ſouls, you know not what rainy 
days hang over your heads; what ter- 
rible clouds cover the face of the hea- 
vens, and what ſhakings of earth and 
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] heaven may come. Therefare it is wil- 


dom to ſeek Chriſt before ſuch dayes 
come, that the Lord may not be a ter- 
rour to us in an evil day. Therefore it 
is that Feſ#Chriſt is propheſied af to be 
a covert from rain and from ſtorm,and 
a refuge. He is the only City of refuge 
to fly to,when purſuersare abroad. 2.1s 
it not wiſdom to ſeek Chriſt while he 
may be found ? this will fit you for 
death, Is1t not great wiſdam to con- 
fider our latter end? This 1s that 
which God wiſhed his own people 
might do. Was not it wiſdom in the 
five wiſe Virgins, that they prepared 
for the Bridegrooms approaching? O 
how much wiſdom appears in this ! It 
is the property of a fool to ſay, zo» pu- 
tiram, Thad nat thaught. O how ma- 
ny then have died fools, ſaying, I ne- 
ver thought an intereſt in Chriſt wasſo 
difficult a thing to obtain ; I never 
thought of any times in which Chrijt 
would not be found. 3. Is it not great 
wiſdom to ſeek Chriſt while he may be 
found? your eternal happineſs depends 
upon it. Is it not wiſdom to provide 
far eternity 2? every man thinks it wiſ- 
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dom to provide for his own family ; 
what then is 1t to provide for his own 
Soul? 4. Is it not wiſdom to do that 
now. which elſe your Souls will repent 
to all eternity? Wiſdom confiſts in 
preventing after-repentings. O how 
many Souls are repenting the loſs of 
their time 1n hell! and ſaying,O if they 
were to live on earth again, and had 
their opportunities to ſeekChriſt again, 
they would never be ſuch loyterers 
and ſJuggards 1n the matters of their 
Souls. 5. Is it not wiſdom to do that 
which you came into the world to do ? 
Was not this to ſeek the Lord while he 
may be found, to look about for your 
ſalvation? Did you come into the 
world to eat and drink and riſe up to 
play?What,needed you immortal ſouls 
for ſuch ſenſual employments? 6. Is 1t 
not wiſdom to do.that God gives you 
time on purpoſe 1t might be done? Why 
doth God exerciſe ſo much patience ? 
Why doth he hover over Souls, and 
continues thus to be gracious, but that 
he would ſtill have them ſeek theLord 
Jeſus. 7.1s it not wi/domto do that now, 
which we have only means now to do 
145 
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| it in? No means of ſeeking Chriſt after 


this life 3 no means then of acquain- 
tance with God, Now our dayes are 
filled up with means and Goſpel ad- 
vantages to this end. 

2. Uſe. Is it (o, that there are times 
in which Chriſt Feſas will not be found? 
then it is a word of Exhortation, to 
improve your preſent time in ſeeking 
Chriſt ; Redeem the time. The Apoſtle 
gives us the exhortation,to walk as wiſe 
and not as fools, redeeming the time be- 
cauſe the dayes are evil. 1. Time 1s pre- 
clous. It is a precious commodity in 
hell, ſayesone, wherea damned Soul 
would give all the world for one inch 
of time. It 1s precious time, for it 1s fil- 
led up with precious advantages for 
precious ſouls, It 1s precious, it is your 
working-day for eternity. O then 


while heisto be found ſeek him. 2.You 


muſt be judged according to the pre- 
cious opportunities you have now for 
your Souls. The word, (ayes _ that 
T ſpeak, ſhall judge you at the laſt day. 


3. Seek him in your preſent day,it will 
le heavy upon you that you loſt fo 


much time in which you might have 
ſought 
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ſought Chrift. O how doth it cut to the heart 
to conſider, what a day a poor finner once had, 
only he wanted a heart to look after Chrift. O 
what wringing of hands will there be in hell 
one day under this very confideration ! 4. Seek 
him in your preſent day, if others had enjoy- 
ed ſuch Golden Scepter-(eaſons, they would 
have kiſſed the Scepter, and have ſubmitted to 
the terms of the Lord Jeſus, they would have 
believed, they would have repented, yea, in 
ſackecloth and aſhes, as is ſaid of Tyre and Si- 
don. 5+. Seck him in your preſent day, the 
damned Souls that have loſt him for ever, if 
God ſhould priviledge them to have another 
day of Grace to feck Chriſt in, O how would 
they ſeek him ! how would they mourn for 
him ! Would they hear as you do? pray as you 
do? fwea! away their time upon which eter- 
nity doth depend as you do? Would they 
miſ-improve precious ſeaſons for their ſouls 
as you do ? It you did but know what the loſs 
of an immortal Soul meant, is it poſſible you 
could ſleep away,play away Sermons of Chrift, 
Heaven and Salvation ? 6. Seek him in your 
preſent day, your Enemies ſeek you becauſe 
you (eek him. To be ſought after by Enemies 
and found by them, as you muſt reckon of one 
time or other; and yet not to find Chriſt, O 
how ſad is this ! Methinks our enemies ſhould 
ſtir us up to lay hold of all fſeafons to feck 
Chrijt. Could you young ones, or old ones, go 
to priſon and haye not yet found him whom 
your 
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your Souls love ? Can you luffer, and not have 
found Chriſt 2? 

3. Uſe. Is it ſo, that there are times in which 
Chriſt will not be found ? It is then a word of 
terrour to all ſuchas live in their neglects to 
(eek the Lord Feſis Chriſt. What, poor Souls, 
if his bowels ſhall ceaſe yearning towards 
your Souls 2 What if they ſhould be ſhut upin 
diſpleaſure? If the Lord Feſus Chriſt thould 
firive with you no more, O what a danger- 
ous condition were your Souls in then ! 

x. Your danger that live in negleds of 
Chriſt is much in this, your offcrs and tenders 
of Chrift will never be forgotten by you in an- 
other world. O they will tick by your Con- 
ſciences in hell ! Nothing will aggravate poor 
ſinners condemnation ſo,as this, they ſlighted 
the offers of life and ſalvation by Chriſt. How 
can yox eſcape, if you negleA ſuch great ſalyation ? 
It ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, 
than for Chorazin and Bethſaida. Why fo ?. 
the one had Chrift preached and offered to 
them, and ſohad not the other. 

2. There is no poſhibility for your eſcape 
that neglect co ſeck Chrift; whoever eſcape 
you cannot, How can you eſcape, &c. O poor 
Souls, can you contend with the(wrath of an 
Omnijpotent God ? Can your bearts endure, or 
your band; be made ſtrong in that day he ſhall 


deal with you?If you cannot eſcape it, nor con= _ 


tend with it, O how miſerable are you ! This 
is a great picce of hell that you axe in already. 
3- You 
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3. Youthat negle& Chriſt now, muſt never 
come under a poſlibility of a tender-of Grace 
after death. If there could but be hope in hell 


. of a poſſibility of a tender of Grace,'this poor 


; hope would relieve the Souls that axe in-:that 


Heb. 10. 
29. 


pit of miſery. A very peradventmre, or it may 
be-would be ſome; comfort to them; if they: 
might ever come under the' tenders: of Chrift 
again. 'No, their conditiot is S nowiunalter- 
ably.ftated for ever. s ; 

4+ You that neglect Crit now.; ted his 
a degree of deſpight to the Spirit of Grace. 
And iis not this a dangerous thing? That Text' 
in: the Hebrews will tell you ſo..: Is not this'to-- 


* uſe Chriſt, deſpightfully ?and O' bowie can REP 


bear theſe ſleights time after time ?; 
--:5: You that neglect Chriſt now, i arc every! 
moment under. condemuation. There is now no 
condemnation to them that are in Chriſt. Feſus. 
Then others are/under condemnation:O now 
whart.if death ſhould'ſmite thee-.in this condi- 
fion?. Would-not thy poor: Soul,;-fanner, be. 
firuck dead and:damned at a blow ?O then 
ſee thy danger and tremble to continue init. 
Continue no longer. i in thy neglects-of Chrift; 
but ſeek the Lord while he may he vas and 
ay #pon bim while he is near 1 
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